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ANSWER 


Several Treatiſes 


Lately publiſh'd on the Subject of the | 


PROPHETS. 


HE Advice of the wiſe Man, Anjwer not | 

a Fool according to his Folly, leſt thou be alſo 

like unto him, has inſtructed me to turn i 

this following Diſcourſe, from a perſo- f 
| nal Controverſy, and a Refutation of 
Calumnys (which would have been of no Service to 
the Reader, whether they were true or falſe) into a 
Defence of the Cauſe ; which, thro the Sides of its 
Followers, is thus attack'd, by thoſe who otherwiſe 
cannot touch it. And to that only I ſhall apply my 
ſelf, viz, to prove the Divine Authority of this Dit- 
penlation : That this Cry amongſt us is the Voice of 
God; as being what Ireceiv'd as clear Evidence of, 
as it is poſſiblè for me to have of any other Matter 
whatever. And, as es” as I go along, - 
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ſhall take notice of ſome things that have been writ. © 


ren againſt it. But the Method I ſhall herein purſue 
ſhall be as follows. | 

Firſt, L ſhall endeavour to anſwer to thoſe, who 
ſay, There is to be no more Prophet or Prophecy in 
the Church of Chrift. Secondly, I ſhall endeavour 
to remove the Stumbling-blocks, which are laid a- 
gainſt theſe preſent Perſons being Such; of which, 
the Firſt is that of their Agitations or bodily Mo- 
tions: The Second is, That of their Stile or Man- 
ner of Speech: The Third, That of their Meſſage; 
wherein alſo I ſhall conſider ſuch Objections againſt 
the ſeveral Books of Prophetical Warnings as I have yet 
heard, that deſerve anſwering :- The Fourth, the 
Objections that are rais'd againſt their Perſons, their 
Character or Behaviour. Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour 
to anſwer thoſe, who require Miracles for the only 
Proof of theſe Prophets Miſſion. Fourthly, I ſhall 
endeavour to anſwer thyſe, who make the Event, 


anſwering the Prediction, to be the neceſſary and 


eſſential Proof of a true Prophet, and the contrar 
to be the Evidence of a falſe one. And, in the la 
place, I ſhall give the Reaſons of my Faith that this 
Diſpenſation is from God. 

As to the Firſt, vix. That there are to be no more 
Prophets nor Prophecys ſent to the World. Before 
IT enter into the Proof of the contrary, or the.-Exa- 
- mination. of th- Objections againſt it, I would pre- 

mile firſt, that the Genen here treated of, is not 
of any Proph2cys to bs 
ture. All do agree, that that is already compleat, 
But withal, it is plain, that the time limited in D 


nel, Chat. IX. 25. for the ſealing up of Viſim and Prophe- 


e (and wyich terminated in Malachi) doth only ex- 
clude all further addition to the. Scriptures of the 
Old Teſtament ; but not all further Prophecy: for 
that tl 


15 . < 4 
thereof, ſeveral hundred of years after that. Se- 
condly; L would ſtate the true Notion of a Prophet: 
| And, For the berter ſagifattion of the. Reader, L 
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= added tothe Canon 2 , 


> New Teſtament affords numerous Inſtances ' 


a 
n 


Rall do it in the words of Biſhop Stilingflezt, in Lib. 


II, C. 5. pag. 170. the third Edition in 4. of his Ori- 
gines Sacre : The Primary Notion of a Prophet, ſays he, 
bes not lie in foretelling future Events ; but in declaring 
and interpreting, to the World, the Mind of God, which he, 


the Prophet, has receiv'd,- by immediate Revelation, from 
God himſelf. So that, the receiving by immediate Revela- 
tim, that which he makes known to the World, is that which 


des formally conſtitute the Prophet: But, it is a Matter 


wholly extrinſecal and accidental, what Time his Prophecy 
has reſpe# to, whether paſt, preſent, or to come, But be- 
cauſe future Contingencys are the furtheſt out of the reach 


F Human Underſianding, therefore the Predictim of ſuch - 


has been chiefly loo d upon as the chief Note and Character 


of a Prophet, as being apprehended to be the ſtrongeſt Evie . 


dence of Divine Revelation, And, in the ſenſe of the a. 
bote Definition it is, that, in Scripture, the Patriarchs, as 
Abraham, and others, are cull d Prophets : not becauſe of 
am Prediction utter d by them; but becauſe of the Frequency 
of Divine Rævelat ions to them. And hence, likewiſe, thoſe, 
in the New Teftament, who expounded the Scriptures (or 
inſtructed the Hearers) by immediate Inſpiration, are 
alld Prophets, And "this is the &mruiaudis ſpoken of 
1 Cor. 14. by the Apoſtle, * The Expoſition of the hidden 
Myfterys of the Old Teſtament, © by immediate Inſpiration. 
Now that none ſuch are ever to be ſent to the World, 
thoſe who aſirm that Propoſition, it will lie upon 
them to prove that God has, any where in the 


Scriptures, tied up - himſelf, by expreſs words, that 


he will never do it. Otherwiſe they do take upon 
them to limit the Almighty; which is a great Pre- 
ſumption, to ſpeak no harder of it. The Reverend 
Dr. Blackall is none of thoſe. He has declar'd, p. 7. 
in his printed Sermon, preach'd before her Majeſty, 
That God, who, in former times, ſpake to our Fathers, by 
the Prophets, may alſo ſpeak, in the like ſort, to us their 
Children. | | | 

With his, and the Reader's leave, I will inſert 
here, a few Lines from him, which are of great 


Weight and Uſe in this important Determination. 
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We indeed, ſays he, can ſee no Reaſon, why, after the full 
Revelation of the everlaſting Goſpel, by our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, there ſhould be any new Revelations given; ejpe- 
cially to ſuch as do already receive, aud profeſs to give in 
tire Credit to the Goſpel- Revelation. But God's Thoughts © 
ate not always as our Thoughts : and many Things may be 
requiſite, or neceſJury, for ſome wiſe and great Purpoſes ; 
which we, not Knowing the Counſels and Deſigns of Provi- 
dence, may not ſee any reaſon for. And, as on the one 
hand, if we ſhould give Ear and Credit to theſe Perſons, 
as to the Meſſengers of God, when indeed the Lord bas mt 
ſent them, we may be led into ſuch Miſtakes as may prove 
fatal tous ; So, on the other hand, if we ſhuld ſlight and 
reject their Warnings, when indeed à Spirit or an Angel has 
ſpaken to them, we may be faund to have fought againſt God, 
Whether therefore they be true, or whether they be falſe 
Prophets; which do now, or which may at any time hereafter, 
thus take upon them to ſpeak to us, in the Name of God; 
tis very good and ſeaſonable Aduice, which the Apaſile bere 
gives, in relation ta them, Believe not every Spirit; but 
try the Spirits, whether they are of God. 

It is a great Pity and UnhappineG, that almoſt all 
theſe words were left out, when that Sermon was 
preach'd (for ſo the Doctor tells us they were) ſo as 
that they did not come to her Majeſty's Ear. 

He allo tells us in pag. 13. That there have been, 
formerly, ſeveral that have been &fvinely inſpir d, and that 
have ſpoken as they were mov diby the: Holy Ghoſt aud, be- 
ing not abſolutely certain that there never will be any more 
ſuch Pe-ſons, it is not reaſmable that we ſhould immediate. 
ly damn, as a Cheat and Impoſgor, every Man that gives 
oat this Pretence; while as yet no Signs or Tokens of In. 
poſture do appear. But. the right and the wiſe way is 0 
wait a while, e er we give Judgment; and, before we either 
receive or reject, to try the Spirits, whether thev are of 
Cod. | diy N 8 a | $A 

But however, becauſe ſome Perſons do ſo much, 
abound in their own Senſe and Reaſoning, that nei 
ther this good Authority, nor Reaſoning, wall pre. 
vail with them ; I ſhall endeayour to Bine (a 


(5) | 
objeftions. Of which the Firſt is, That our Saviour 
has told us that miuny falſe Prophets ſhall come: and 
his not having told us, that there ſhall come any true 
ones, doth ſeem to imply that there were none tue 
to come. Now to this 1 anſwer, Firſt, That the very 
Expreſſion of Many does imply, that not all that ſhould 
come ſhould be falfe. © If I ſend my Servant to the 
Market, and warn him to beware of receiving bad 
Mony, for that there is a great deal of falſe Mony 
firring 3 ſarely this is very far from implying there 
is no true Mony; it is plain it implies the contrary, 
Bur, Secondly, even ſuppoſing that there had not 
been that limitation of the word m; yet it is cer- 
tain, that as juſtly as that Inference might be drawn 
from that Prediction, as to future times, ſo juſtly 
might the /ike Inference have been made, from the 
like Affirmation made, as to the 13 So that if 
the preditting that there ſhall be falſe Prophets, does 


infer that there ſhall be no true ones, the aſſerting 


that there are falſe Prophets, will as jury infer that 


there are no true ones. And yet this is St. John's 
Aſſertion, That there are (that is to ſay, there were 
in his time) many falſe Prophets gone out into the World. 
But can it thence be infer'd, that there were then no 
true ones? No, his next words ſeem plainly to infer 
the contrary, viz. Try the Spirits. Now what can he 
mean thereby, but that ſuch Trial is to be a Sieve, to 
ſeparate the Grain from the Chaff? If there were 
to be none true, the Command ought to have been, 
Beloved, believe not any Spirit; but reject all. 

Since then God has no where, in his Word, limi- 
ted himſelf, that he will no more ſend any inſpir'd 
Perſons to the World: and ſince many things may be 
requiſite and neceſſary to be communicated, for great 
and wiſe Purpoſes, either to Mankind in general, or 
lome particular People, or even Perſons, which we, 
mt knowing the Counſels and Deſigns of Providence, may 
mt ſee any reaſon for, and ſome things alſo, which we 
may ſee good and wife Reaſons for; it is not only 
Preſumption to ſay what God will do or will not do, 
| B 3 but 
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(6) 
but it is alſo to conclude him leſs good and gracious 


to Mankind, under the Goſpel (ſince the Exigencys 
of a People, or particular Perſons, may be the ſame 


now as formerly) than he has, on like Occaſions, 


manifeſted himſelf to be, under the Law, 

For Almighty God has, in Times paſt, inſpir' d 
many, not only to deliver his Will to the World, as 
the Rule of their Faith and Practice; but he has 


alſo done it, to awaken and recal Men from their 


Pegeneracy and Apoftacy, which. from time to time 
they have fallen into (of which the ſacred Hiſtory 
does afford manifold Inftances,) Nay he has alſo done 
it for Ends of much leſs moment, as for the Condutt 
and Guidance of a People: Ho}. XII. 13. By 4 Prophet 
the Lord brought Iſrael out of Egypt: and, for their 
Deliverance, when under Oppreſhon, as by Othniel, 
Deborah and others: and even for Comfort under 
reſent Diftreſs, as in the caſe of King Jehoſaphat ; 
1pon whoſe Prayer, 1 Chron. XX. 14. The Spirit of God 
came upon Jehaziel a Levite, in the. midſt of the Congrega- . 
tion; in order to comfort and incourage the King, in 
the Battel he was then going to ingage in with his 
Enemys. | JO een Wag | 
And now, before I proceed to conſider the reſt of 
the Objections, I would; with the Reader's leave, 
make ule of this ſame Text, as an Argument for the 
Proof of the ache that L have laid down. And 
from this Text of the Prediction of the coming of 
falſe Prophets, I ſhall endeayour to prove that at the 
fame time there muſt be true ones. 
For, Firſt, what Reaſon, what Occaſion can we 
conceive Satan to have, in ſending forth falſe Pro- 
phets, to deceive, when there are no true ones ap- 
aring to diſturb him, in his ſettled Courſe of de- 
cciving the World, by keeping them in their ſupine 
Negli ence and Careleſneſs? When there are non: 
extraordinary appearing to bring Men back, to 2 


more ſpiritual Religion, and Performance of their 


Duty to God? or to awaken them, by the Waruing 
theta of the Approach of Judgments for their * 
LEES, A reed or 
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Prophets, at all Times. They introduc'd no new 
Doctrine; but yet, together with the threatning of 
Judgments, they were commiſhon'd to require and 
demand, in the Name of him that ſent them, a more 


ſpiritual Service of God, a more ſpiritual Obedience, 
Love and Reverence to him. They inſiſted upon a 
Purity of Heart, upon denying of the World, and 


ſuch other Doctrines as are in all Ages moft neglec- 
ted; while the People could readily offer Sacrifices, 
and perform the outward Acts of Religion, and were 
negligent of thoſe which God moſt delights in. So 
that at the ſame time while they inculcated the do- 
ing juſtice, loving Mercy, and walking humbly with 
God ; they did, in compariſon thereof, much depre- 
ciate the outward eſtabliſh'd Inſtitu: ions of the Law. 
This is, and ever has been, the Meſlage of true 
Prophets: and againft this it is that it is the Intereſt 
of Satan to raiſe falſe Prophets, in order to bring, it 


and them into Diſcredit. But that he ſhould raiſe 


up. falſe Prophets without fuch occaſion given, can 
no way be accounted for. His Bufineſs is to ler 
Men continue in their Slumber ; For all new Appea- 
rances, in Matters of Religion, will ſet ſome People 
(at leaft of fincere and honeft Hearts) upon thinking; 


tereſt, But, 

_ Secondly, The Certainty of there being falſe Pro- 
phets in the World, does imply that, at the ſame 
time, there are true ones. By Falſe I would not have 
the Reader to underſtand, Men pretending them- 
ſelves to be Prophets, when they are none, when 


they are only Hypocrites and Cheats, and not un- 


der the Operation of any ſuperior Spirit, but do only 
att the Prophet (as was charg'd upon Jeremiah, chap. 
XXIX. 26.) No; but to underftand it of Men, viſibly 
under the Influence of a ſuperior Spirit to their own 
but yet, at the ſame time, either permitting, their 
own Spirit to mix its Words, with the Words that 
DAL | B 4 God 


For theſe have been the two ungrateful Subjects that 
have generally been the Subject of the Meſſage of 


and 3 that will not turn, in the end, to his In- 


(8 a 

God pronounces, by their Months; or elſe, thro a 
previous Biaſs in their Minds, that do utter ſuch 
Matters as, thro Inclination to pleaſe or flatter, they 
are deſirous to have come forth under prophetick In- 
fluence. And as therein the evil Spirit is hut too 
much gratify'd, ſo poſſibly he may ſomewhat alſo 
further the ſame; when their Spirits are in ſuch a 

eternatural State, as the human Spirit muſt needs 

at the time of the Supervention, if I may ſo call 
it, of a more ſuperiour ane, then coming to bor- 
row the bodily Organs, from the human Spirit, for 
the time. It is very plain from Scripture, that the 
falſe Prophets were not Hypocritesz but were really 
Prophets, under the Prophetick Influence: but how- 
ever, that the Words they then utter'd, were not the 
Words of God; and therein it was that they were 
falſe Prophets, or more properly lying Prophets. So 
Jeremiah did not accuſe Rananiah, Fer. X XV LIL. 15. of 
not being at all a Prophet; no, but that as to that par. 


ticular Prediction, of the Jews returning from their 


Captivity within two years, The Hera, ſays he, h. 
not ſpoken by thee, The Cafe was the ſame in all 4% l' 
Prophets, of which I ſhall have occaſion to fpeak 
more fully under another Head. 2 

And this Danger of ſpeaking ſometimes their own 
Words, while under the Operation- of the Spirit, is 
and always was ſo great, eſpecially to the newly In- 
ſpir'd (and even tothe more Experienc'd alſo, if they 
do not keep a continual Watch upon their Spitts 
and their Tongues, at ſuch Times). that not only 
the Schools of the Prophets under the Law ſeem to 
have been for the training up for this end thoſe 
who were under ſuch prophetick Influence; that, hy 


good Experience and Watchfulneſs, they might bring 


their own Spirit to an intire Subjection (for the Spirit 
of the Prophets is, that is, ought to be ſubject to the 
Prophets but alſo that Rule of the Apoſtle, in his ex- 
cellent Diſcourſe, 1 Cor. XII. and XIV. $92 mrevus- 
rind, ſeems to be ordzin'd, viz. Let two or three of the 
Prophets ſpeak, and let the others who have the Gift of 
e 1 2 a diſcerning 


(9) 
diſcerning Spirits, the Arexyioug re Du, let Them 
jude, Sraxeltirwoay; let Them diſcern whether the 
Spirit have been forc'd, whether any thing of the 
Man have mix'd with it, and been deliver'd as the 
Words of God. And here it may not be improper to 
' acquaint the Reader, that the ſame cafe is now a- 
mong theſe Prophets; ſome of whom, at the firft 
opening of their Mouths in Inſpiration, are, if I ma 
with Reverence ſay it, as it were drunk with the 
Spirit: ſo that they will ſpeak three or four hours to- 
gether; and, as they think, all under Inſpiration. 
But, as it was in the Church of Corinth, ſo likewiſe 
here, moſt of the reſt have the Diſcerning of Spirits; 
ſo that, whenever any thing of that ſort falls out, 
the Spirit, in the reſt of the Inſpired preſent, does 
immediately diſcover it, by their more than ordinary 
Agitations, by their publick Warnings,” and their 
Prayers in behalf of the Perſon ſo inadvertently of- 
fending. And ſome have tranſgrefs'd ſo far, as that, 
for their Humiliation, the Spirit has withdrayn its 
Viſits from them again, for many weeks, till they 
_— to a better Senſe of their Duty of waiting upon 
The next Odjection is of thoſe that have gotten 
theſe Words of the Apoſtle by the end; Prophecy rat! 
ceaſe : without con ſidering what goes before, or after 
them. In the firſt Epiftt&to the Corinthians, the K- 
poſtle is recommending to thoſe Chriſtians, that th 
ould defire ſpiritual Gifts ; but, after he had 
done, he more particularly recommends to them fpt- 
ritual Graces 7 as much the more valuable, in that 
they do purify and ſanctify the Soul: one of which, 
in an eminent manner, is Love or Charity. And 
that is it, which the Apoſtle, in the midſt of his Dif- 
courſe of Spiritual Gifts, does inlarge upon by way of 
Digreſſion; and which contains all the 13th Chap. 
of 1 Cor. where he launches out in the Deſcription 
and Commendations of Charity. And one Article 
of its Excellency he-lays down, by comparing it even 
with the beſt ſpiritual Gifts that he had deen ſpeak- 
* | ing 
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Ws of, Shewing that it ſhould outlaſt them all. For 
ys he ver. 8. Charity never failetb. No; it goes 
along with us to the next World, and abides in our 
Souls to all Eternity. But whether they be Prophecys, 
ven Teachings from God, They ſhall fail, their uſe 
ſhall be at an end, in the bleſſed Eternity, where the 
Souls are for ever in the Preſence of God, irradiated 
perpetually by his Divine Light : Or whether there be 
ongues, they ſhall cgaſe : For, where the ,Converſe is 
tween Soul and Soul, no more need of the mira- 
culous Gift of Tongues : Or whether there be Knowledg, 
it ſhall fail to be of any further uſe, when we ſhall 
be remov'd from all other knowable Objects (that 
have hitherto in vain imploy'd our Study) into the pre. 
ſence of God, of him in whom are all the Treaſures of 
Knowledg hid. So that, Prophecys ſhall ceaſe, &c. is not 
to be there underſtood as a Declaration that there 
were to be no more Prophecys, Gifts of Tongues, 
or Knowledg ; but only that, even when they are 
in actual Exerciſe, yet, foraſmuch as they are but tem- 


Porary, they are inferior to thoſe Graces that are not ' 


emporary, that never fail. Prophecy is therefore but 
in part, and Knowledg but in part: but when that which is 
perfect is come (that State that comes after Time ceaſes, 
an ,which, however, abides Charity) that which is 
but in part ſhall be done away, but not till then. And 
therefore, as I before premis d, it is an Argument 
for the Continuance of Prophecy, till we come to a 
perfef Man, till we come to the meaſure of the Stature of 
Some object thoſe Words of Zach. 13. 3. That when 
a Man ſhall propheſy, his Father and Mother ſhall thruſt 
him through, for propheſying. - But the-reaſon is plain in 
the ſame Verſe, Becauſe thou ſpeakeſt Lyes in the Name 


of .the Lord. So that that Prophecy of Zachary is only 


a Declaration of the bleſſed Time when People ſhould 
no longer be pleas'd with falſe Prophets; as the World 
has hitherto been, becauſe of their propheſying 
ſmooth things: but ſhould abhor whoever prophely'd 
Hes inthe Name of the Lord. 8 © 50 
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Again, others reply with the Words of St. Peter, 
We — more lure Word of Prophecy, But what do 
they mean thereby? Prophecy more ſure than Pro- 

hecy! No; the Words relate to ſomething elſes 
bt, Peter is ſpeaking of the Voice from Heaven, 
which he heard, bearing Teftimony to our Lord, 
- when he was in the Mount with him. But yet, ſays 
he, we have a better Teſtimony of him than that: 
We have à more ſure Word of Prophecy throughout all the 
Prophets concerning him: which yet, however, is 
not the beſt nor moſt infallible Teſtimony neither. 
For St. Peter refers even to That, but as a means to 
a greater. Unto which, ſays he, unto which prophe>- 
tical Teſtimony, ye do well that ye take heed, 'as to 4 
Light that ſhineth in a dark place (it will ſerve to light 
you. while you have no other Light) but it is but until 
the Day dawn, and the Day-Star ariſe in your Hearts; until 
you find the Power of the Holy Spirit therein, in 
your Hearts, teftifying to your Spirit that you are 
God's. But when God, that commanded Light to ſhine 
out of Darkneſs, ſhines in your Hearts the Light of the 
Knowledg of the Glory of God; when he manifeſts and niakes 
hnwn the Riches f his Grace, Chriſt in you, then every 
ſuch Perſon has the Witneſs in himſelf, and needeth not 
that any one ſhnuld teach him, but can ſet to his Seal fo 
the Divine Word, and by doing God's Will, does himſelf 
knw of the Doctrine, that it us of God. F 

'Tis further objected, that God having fully re- 
veal'd his Will in the Goſpel, there is no more need 
of Prophets ; and that to ſuppoſe a need of Them, 
ſeems to imply a Defe& in the Scriptures, which do 
aſſure us, that there - out the Man of God may be furniſh'd 
unto every good Word and Work. And not only can they 
be ſo very beneficial to us here in our way, but that 
allo they are able to bring us to a happy end, St. 
Paul, in his Epiſtle to Timothy, aſſures us, They are able 
to make us wiſe to Salvation , and wiſer than that no 
one need deſite to be. But now; with the leave of the 
Objettors, if theſe Objettions are of any weight a- 
Zainſt a Prophetical Meſſage Now, they were much 

| ſtronger 
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ſtronger againſt the Canon of the New Teſtament. 
For thoſe >criptures, in the Knowledg whereor Ti. 
mothy.was bred upgrom a Child, were only the Text 
of the Old Teſtament (as the aforeſaid Reverend 
Poster affirms in p. 32: of his Bal æan Lectures.) It 
is: manifeſt, that When. Timothy was a Child, even St. 
Matt hem's Goſpel, which was the firſt, was not written: 
For St. Paul tells us, that even his own Goſpel (which 
i calld, St. Lukg's) he had. not from Man (neither 
from St. Matthew, nor any other) but by immediate 
Revelation from God. Now if Timothy could be made 
wiſe unto Salvation by the Old Teſtament; it might 
then, at that time, as reaſonably have been deman- 
ded, What need have we of the New ? If St. Paul, 
who was no better read in that than Timothy was, did 
declare to the Diſciples at Epheſus, As XX. 27. that 
he had kept back nothing, that was profitable to them ; 
and that he Had not umd to declare to them all the 
Counſel of God (at that time before any Canon of the 
New Teftament was form'd) then, either: the Force 


of the Objection would have, at that time, ſtool a- 


gainſt xeceiving the New Teſtament ; or elſe it is by 
much leſs an Objection now: ſince theſe now pretend 
nat te add to the Canon of the Scriptare, hut do 
inſiſt to he 3 Nay, it can be reduc'd to 
A; ſmaller. Volume, without leffening its Cha- 
racter: for when David lived, he had, he could have, 
no more, at the moſt, but the Offateuch and Fob; and 
yet he ſays, Thy Word is a Lamp unto my et, and a- Light 
unto my Paths; and that the Law of God is perfect, even 
that Law, as little as it was. oF 
Therefore the Queſtion is not, Whether the Scrip- 
tures are able t male us wiſe unto Salvation; but whe- 
ther they will ſurely; do ſo. How many, en in 
Chriſtian Countrys, have never heard of them? 
How many dare-not look into them.? Alas! we find 
it in them affirm'd;, as well as by Experience prov'd, 


that they, thoſe liyely Oracles, are too often but a 
Savour of Death. How many have them at hand, 


and 
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will not look into them; hut, like Ceſar, die 
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with thoſe very Writings in their hands, which, if 
look d into, would have fav'd their Lives? How ma+ 
ny, having Eyes, ſee not; and having Ears, hear 
not? and, to whom, the Goſpel, tho read and 
preach'd, is yet hid ; becauſe the God of this World 
has blinded their Minds? Is it then fufficient to 
boaſt of the Excellency of the Scriptures; and there- 
fore refuſe to accept whatever other Helps God ſhall 
sracioully afford us, tor unfolding the Myſterys of 
them, or for more affecting our Minds with them? 
That ſame Learned Author does own, ga p. g. of his 
{aid Lectures, that (notwithſtanding they are ſo able 
to make wiſe unto Salvation, yet that) the right Under-- 
ſtanding of the Truths therein deliver'd, and à right Uſe of 
Reaſon in making Inferences, and drawing Conſequences | 
therefrom, i the Subject of all the Books of Controverſy 
written in every Age. So that, how much ſoever they 
ate given us for a Light, yet we are, and in every 
Age have been, ftill bewilder'd with falſe Lights ; 
Writings and Reaſonings of Men, vain Fanglings, 
perverſe Diſputings, doating about Queſtions, and Strifes of 
Words, rather than godly edifying. And indeed this very 
Aſſertion, that the Scriptures are able to make wiſe 
to Salvation, is one ſuch; for the Scriptures do not 
poſitively determine ſo. No, but that Text is cur- 
tail'd for it is only thro Faith in eſus Cbriſt that 
they are ſo: without That they are but a dead Let- 
ter, Now this Faith comes by hearing; ſo that all 
chat don't or won't hear, are out of the way of being 
wite to Saly2tion, how able ſoever the Scriptures are 
to that end. But alſo, of them that do hear, Faith 
is not wrought in all: We know by the Parable, 
there were three kinds in four that profited not by 
Hearing. And the Face of the World ſeems to ſhew 
that the Proportion of thoſe three kinds to the 
tourth, may probably be an hundred to one. Is then 
the inherent Worth of the Scriptures, to thoſe who 
either will not know them, or not be guided by them, 
of any more benefit, than the warmeſt Garments 
laid up in a Cheſt, to thoſe who do not wear them? 


Since 
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Since then the Scriptures alone are not able to 
make wiſe unto Salvation, without Faith: and ſince 


Faith or Perſuaſion is, in the Apoſtle's Judgment, 'J 


very properly begotten, in the Minds of Men, by 
the Terrors'of the Lord: and fince here are fore- 
told, by this Voice or Cry that is now come forth, 
the moſt univerſal and the moſt deſolating Judgments 
that ever were upon the Earth ſince the Creation of 
it, and juſt at the door (but all which however are 
contain'd in the Scriptures; of which there is the 
Epitome in I, Ch. X XXIV. with Inſtructions to ſeeb 
ous of the Book of the Lord and read, for that not one of them 
ſhall fail) one might think it a little ſtrange to hear 
Men ſay, What need of a Prophet, that is, an imme- 
diate Meſſenger from God? The Scriptures are able 
to make wiſe unto Salvation; and wiſer than that we need 
not be. ! . 

But the greateſt Objettion of all, as being what is 
with moſt Learning ſuſtain'd, is this: They tell us 
that in the Goſpel-Diſpenſation the word Propheſying 
has a twofold Signification; that it ſignifies either 
one of the irggyiud]a, Functions, or, as we render 
it, Operations of the Spirit, 1 Cor. XII. 6. and which 
they ſay is only the Miniſtry of ordinary Teaching 
or Preaching to Believers; and thoſe other Ordi- 
nances that accompany it, of Praying, or Praiſing: 
or Elſe one of the qurgiouela, Gifts of the Spirit, wit. 
Prediction. And ſo in this Explication, the Notion 
of ſpeaking by Inſpiration#does not, as it ſhould 
ſeem, enter into their Thoughts at all. 65 

Now, tho this Expoſition may ſeem calculated for 
other ends, yet it is to ſerve for this alſo, viz. to 
pluck a Thorn out of the Foot, that has made 
Churchmen very uneaſy; and that they could not 
tell what to do with, viz. to ſolve how the Chriſtian 
Church came to drop the Spirit, and. to have no lon- 


ger that glorious and moſt edifying Gift of Prophecy 


in it. 

This Objection then, and Expoſition, I ſhall now 
endeayour to anſwer: and that firſt by expountiog 
nfo EE | the 
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the word Propheſying, as ſignifying the ſpeaking by In- 
ſpiration, in all thoſe places where the Objectors 
would make it ſignify, ſimply Preaching, Praying, 
or Praiſing; and ſhall leave it to the Reader to judg, 
which Expoſition is the more proper. 

In Geneſis XX. 7. God ſays to Abimelech, Reſtore 20 
Abraham his Wife, for he is 4 Prophet; and be ſhalt - 
pray for thee, For the underftanding of which, I hope 
the Reader will excuſe me the repeating again of 
Biſhop Stillingfleet's words: The primary Notion of 4 
Prophet, ſays he, does not lie in foretelling future Events; 
but in declaring and interpreting to the World the Mind of 
bod, whith ſuch Prophets receive by immediate Revelation 
from God himſelf : fo that the receiving of immediate Re- 
velation from God, is that which formally conſtitutes the 
Prophet, And from hence it is, that, in the Scriptures, 
the Patriarchs, as Abraham and others, are call d Pro- 
phets ; not becauſe of any Predictions utter'd by them, but 
becauſe of the Frequency of Divine Revelations communicated 
to them, And now the Reader may eaſily judg why 
God ſhould tell Abimelech, that Abraham's Prayer and 
Interceſſion ſhould prevail for him, to wit, becauſe 
he was a Prophet, one honour'd with a nearer Inter- 
courſe and more frequent Communication with God, 
than other Men. 

God's calling Aaron a Prophet, Ex:d. VII. 1. implies 
no more than an immediate Meſſenger from God. 
Moſes had excus'd himſelf from being ſent to Pharaob, 
becauſe he was flow of ch ; whereupon God pats 
Karon in his place, and tells him, I have made thee a Gr 
unt» Pharaoh, and Aaron ſhall be thy Prophet. Thou 
ſhalt give forth, as in my ſtead, the Commands for 
Signs to be wrought, and Aaron ſhall do them. And 
accordingly, till the Plague of Lic: came, till the 
Magicians confeſs'd it was the Finger of God, it was 
Aaron and not Moſes that ſtretch'd out the Rod of 
God, which turn'd into a Serpent, turn'd the Waters 
into Blood, brought Frogs, and turn'd the Duſt into 
Lice : but All after that, was done, in like manner, 
by Moſes. | s | . 1 

we 


We find Miriam call'd a Propheteſs, Exod. X V. 20. 
but not barely for ſinging that Hymn of Praiſe that 
Moſes had com 85 3 but for ſinging it under the Ope- 
ration of the Spirit. (For that there is ſuch a thi 
as ſinging Praile to God, under the Operation of the 
Spirit, not only David's Fact of Muſick and Dancing 
before the Ark, but the Words of the Apoſtle do de- 
monſtrate, 1 Cor. XIV. 15. I wit! fing with the Spirit, 
and I will ſing with Underſtauding alſo) for it appears, 
by the Text, that ſhe did give forth the Song, and 
led up the Chorus, in an extatick manner, with Tim- 
brels and Dances. e 

As for Deborah the Propheteſs, ſhe is ſo far from 
being call d ſo, barely upon the account of ſinging 
forth a Song of Praiſe, chat they muſt be very igno- 
rant in Divine Matters that do not ſee, in her Song, 
ſuch a Loftineſs and Majeſty, as manifeſtly ſhews it to 
be all Inſpiration. The ſame muſt be ſaid of the 


Prayer of Habbakuk the Prophet, the Strokes of In- 


ſpiration therein being no leſs manifeſt ; tho it be ſaid, 


in the laſt Verſe, to be ſet to a muſical Iaſtrument. 


Samuel tells Saul in 1 Sam. X. 35. Thou ſhalt meet e 
Company Prophets with a Pipe and an Harp before them, 
and they jhail propheſy. But that this Propheſying is 
not bare praiſing of God in the ordinary manner of 
Men, as is pretended, it appears in the following 
Verſe; And the Spirit of the Lord will came upon thee, and 
thou ſhalt propheſy with them, and ſhalt be turn'd into aro- 
cher Man. So that, by what is here promis d to Saul, 
to inable him to propheſy with them, to wit, the Spi- 
rit of the Lord coming upon him, it is plain chat 
thoſe Prophets whom he met, were under the Ope- 
3 of che Spirit alſo, and That was their Pro- 
ing. 
The "moſt ſeemingly ftrong Argument of thoſe 
that pretend that Propheſying, when it does not mean 
Prediction, means only the ordinary Prailing,Praying, 
or Preaching, is that of 1 Chron. XXV. 1, 2, 3. Hore- 
over David and the Captains of the Hoſt, ſeparated to the 
Service, of the Sons of Aſaph, and of Heman, and of 
28 _  Jeduthun, 


lay in his De Arte Poetica, 


(17) 
jeduthun, who ſhould propheſy with Harps, with Pſal- 
rerys,, and with Cymbals. Of the Sons of Aſaph, Z. ]. 
N. A. the Sons of Aſaph, under the hands of Aſaph, 
which propheſy*d according to the Order of the King. Of 
ſeduthun, the Sons of ſeduthun, G. Z. J. H. M. un- 


Aer the hands of their Father Teduthun, who prophefy'd 


with an Harp, to give thanks and to praiſe the Lord. In 
anſwer to this I offer firft, That it is not at all un- 
likely but that theſe Men, that were thus appointed, 
did fing Praiſe in Extaſy, or under the Operation of 
the Spirit as to the Manner: nay, we may believe that 
it was often ſo, as to the Matter too; for, among 
the 150 Pſalms, we find divers that were the Pſalms 
of Aſaph. But beſide this Argument, the Reader 
may be pleas'd to take notice, that theſe Words that 
in our Tranſlation we render propheh'd with Harps, the 
LXX reads not ſo ; but, in one of the places, d 
amply youirss i und, who ſhould ſpeak or ſing 
along with their Harps; and in the other, 6 #y xuvv- 
(4 & vexeuopuevet, Citharam pulſantes, who plaid upon the 
Harp. The Inftances of Baal's Prophets that they 
bring us, will be conſider'd under another Head. So 
far for the Old Teſtament. 
As for the New Teſtament, Zachary in Luke I. 67 
in ſinging that Hymn of Pfaiſe, is ſaid to propheſy ; 
but the Text it ſelf tells us from what Source that 
Song flow'd, viz. And his Father Zachary was fill d 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and propheſy'd; ſaying, Bleſſed be &C. 
It is true indeed the Apoſtle Paul does call the 
Greek Poet Epimenides, a Prophet; out of whom he 
quotes a Verſe Tit. I. 12. But the word Vates was 
the Appellation both of a Prophet and of a Poet: 
it being univerſally believ'd, of old, that good Po- 
etry was Inſpiration, and Poets inſpir'd; Numine 
fati. The Raptures, the Soarings, in them, were 
often ſo lofty, fo uncommon, and ſometimes, ſeem- 
ingly, ſo beyond Comprehenſion, as Horace deſcribes 
Pindar, in one of his Odes : and what a good Poet 
ſhould be, in one- of his Satyrs: that he might well 
Excludit ſanos Helicone 
_ Pete 


Man will judg for him 
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Poet as Democritus. Further, that St. Paul does not 
mean human or ordinary Teaching, by the word 
Propheſying, does appear in this, that he poſitively 
forbids a Woman to teach in the Church, x Cor, XIV. 34. 
and yet had before, in Ch. XI. given. Rules for the 
manner of Womens propheſying ; not that of fore- 
telling, but that propheſying whach he there ſpeaks 
of, as being for Edification, Exhortation, and Com. 
fort. And he himſelf did lodg, in Cæſarea, in the 
Houſe of Philip the Evangeliſt, who had four Daugh- 
ters all Propheteſſes, As XXI. 9. or that ſpoke un- 
der the Operation of the Spirit. Beſides, Prophets 
and Teachers are put in Contradiſtinction to each 


other, in the account that is given of the Members 


of the Church at Antioch, 4&s XIII. 1. So that to 
ſay that Propheſying is Teaching, as Teachers now 
are, is toconfound the common and receiv'd Senſe 
of Words: for who ever underſtood that a Conjunc- 
tion did-couple together words which are already of 
one and the ſame fignification ? 

But further, this Prophecy is not only call'd a ſpiri- 

tual Gift, but even the 175 ſpiritual Gift ; now, every 

elf, whether the ordinary 
Teaching in-the Church be a ſpiritual Gift, whether 
there be any Marks of a Spiritual Gift upon it, either 
as to the Matter it ſelf, or the Manner of its Delivery, 
or the Power and Effect of it either on the Speaker or 
Hearer. It is not deny'd but it may be a good, a 
very good Diſcourſe ; and, according to the Ability 
of the Speaker, may have its Arguments more or 
leſs pointed. But as it ordinarily comes from the 
Brain, ſo it ſeldom goes deeper; tho, if it ſhould 
ſometimes touch the Heart, do not Pareutal or even 
Friendly ſerious Advices do as much ? 

And now I come to the Proof of what I have at 
firft laid down, i. e. That we have reaſon to expett 
the Gift of Prophecy, to wit, Inſpiration, 1n the 
Chriftian Church. And my firft Reaſon is, becauſe 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation is a Diſpenſation of God's 
nearer Communion with Man, than the Jewiſh = 
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The Goſpel is the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, that God is, 
in Chrift, reconciling Man to himſelf, Chriſt having ſlain the 
Entity by his Croſs. Now, as the Apoſtle ſays, on 
another occaſion, If when we were Enemys, we were re- 
ancild to God, by the Death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciÞ.d, we ſhall be ſav'd by his Life : fo IT reaſon, It 
before this glorious Goſpel, that brought Life and Im- 
mrtality to Light, Mankind was bleſ(s'd with theſe glo- 
rious Communications of God's Will by Vion, 
Dream, Urim, Voice, and Prophets; how much 
more being now brought nigh by the Blood of Chriſt, who 
x our Peace: thro him having Acceſs by the Spirit unto the 
Father : and being Fellow-Citizens with the Saints and of 
the Houſhold of God : have we reaſon to believe that 
God has not, on his part, broken off all Communi- 
cations with Man, of this kind ? | 
Eſpecially if we confider, in the ſecond place, 
that Prophecy, or Speaking by Inſpiration, is more 
than once declar'd, by the Apoſtle, to be a Gift 
given of God for the a ret; of the Saints, for the 
edifying of the Body of Chriſt, his Church. And in fact 
St. Paul tells us, that he that propheſys edifys the Church. 
That Uſe of it therefore, will ever be needful, till 
the End, thereby intended, be obtain'd; which Uſe, 
the Apoſtle tells us, is, till we all come, in the Unity of 
the Faith, and of the Knowledg of the Son of God, unto æ 
perfe Man in Chriſt, We find, in the Scriptures, 
many Inftances that they that would not believe Moſes 
and the Prophets (and who conſequently would not be- 
lizve if one roſe from the Dead) yet have beliey'd one 
that came from the living God: And, on the other 
hand, the Scriptures frequently ſhew the fatal Con- 
ſequences of diſregarding ſuch Meſſengers. But my 
Wsds which I commanded my Servants the Prophets, did they 
ut take hold of your Fathers? ſays the Prophet, Zech. I. 6. 
My ſecond Reaſon to expect that Gift is, That 
there have been already Prophets or Perſons inſpir'd, 
under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. This none can 
deny, that have any acquaintance with the New Teſ⸗ 
tament, Zachayg and Elizabeth, their Son John the 
” _ Baptift, 


_ 
Baptift, Anna, in Fudea : Philip the Evangeliſts 
Daughters, and Agabus in Cæſarea: Agabus and o- 
thers in Antioch: Barnabas, Judas, and Silas in Fer- 
ſalem. We find, in Ads XIX. that upon the laying 
on of Paul's hands, there was a dozen at one time 
that propheſy'd, Ads XIX. 6, 7. but which we alſo 
find accompany'd with the Gift of Tongnes (whe- 
ther both theſe Gifts were to every one of them, or 
ſome to one and ſome to others, it matters not) 
whereby it is manifeſt that that Propheſying was In- 
ſpiration, and not only a Ceremony of Ordination 
or the ordaining hem Preachers (as ſome do 
expound that Text, but how properly Others muſt 
judg :) and ſo many at Corinth, as gave occaſion to 
that aforeſaid Treatiſe of the Apoftle gt mee: 
Inepy, for their Government ; of which more here- 
after. 

It can with no ſhew of Reaſon he ſaid, that the 
firft State of the Chriſtian Church requir'd it more 
than any ſubſequent State thereof. For, in the firſt 
place, not one of the Books of the New Teſtament 
was deliver'd by auy of the Prophets; they were 
all from the Apoftles. For Mark's Goſpel was Peter's, 
and Luke's was Paul's. Then as to the Neceſſity of 
Prophets, in that Age, for explaining the Scriptures ; 
there was yet leſs Necefhty : becauſe the Authors 
themſelves were yet in being, who wrote them by In- 
ſpiration. And, as for delivering further Revela- 
tions; that State of the Church had what was ſufh- 
cient for Them. St. Paul declar'd to the Faithful at 
Epheſus, that nothing profitable to them was kept bach; but 
that they had the whole Counſel of God made known to 
them, 7.e. what was neceflary for that Diſpenſation. 
For what need was there fora diſtin and particular 
Diſcovery of a ſecond State of the Chriſtian Church, 
when they were but juſt enter'd into the firſt ? to 
have the Revelation of another State of it, that 
they nor their Children could not live to ſee; that 
was near 1700 years off? They ſaw it at a diſtance, 
as Airabam did Chrift's Day, and rejoic'd; theyTonp N 
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or that Deliverance of the whole Creation from 
the Bondage of Corruption ; and which they knew 
1 Tim. VI. 15. He would, in His Times, reveal, who was 
the only Potentate, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, They 
knew there was to be 4 Time of the Reſtitution of all 
things 5 Which was to be a Time of refreſhing from the 
Preſence of the Lord, But when or what manner f Time 
that ſhould be, the Spirit of Chriſt in them did not reveal, 
nor was it needful, If then, at that time, it pleas'd 
God, only for the edifying of the Church, to give 
forth the Gift of Prophecy, ſurely ſince there may 
ſeem much more reaſon for it now (now when all 
Expoſitors do agree, that theMeventh Trumpet is 
ready to ſound, at which time, the Angel declar'd to 
St. John, that the Myſtery of God ſhould be finiſhd, 
by a full and clear Revelation) And that God is actu- 
ally pouring forth this his Gift of Revelation, which 
weat this Time want and wait for, ſhall our Eye be 
evil becauſe he is good; and cry out, the Scriptures 
are ſufficient ? 

The Account that the Apoftle gives us of a Pro- 
phet, is, that he is one that ſreakesh to Edification, to 
Exbortation, and to Comfort. Now ſurely That is as 
needful for the Chriftians of the latter Ages, as it 
was for any of the former: and with as much reaſon 
to be coveted. And indeed that is the very Motive 
that the Apoſtle makes uſe of, to ſtir up Chriſtians 
ij covet earneſtly the ſame. And, in the Church of 
Theſſalonica, where, it ſeems, it was leſs eſteem'd, he 
warns the Perſons ſo inſpir'd, that they ſhould not in 
themſelves quench the Spirit, altho deſpis'd by others: 
and he charges the reft of the Church, not to have 
mean Thoughts (for ſo the word sZs2wio ſignifies) of 
Propheſying ; but that they ſhould (agreeably to St. 
John's Direction of Trying the Spirits) Prove all Things 
(the Word in the Original is the ſame in both places 
Cel) and then hold faſt that which is good, that 
which, upon ſuch Proof and Trial, appears ſo to be. 
Does not our Lord ſay, Mat. X. 4 1. That he that ſhall 
recerve a Prophet in the * of a Prophet, ſball receive 
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a Prophets Reward? This is both a plain Proof that 
there were to be ſuch in the Chriſtian Church; and 
is alſo a Teſtimony of the great Regard that God 
had for them, in that he promiſes to do well to all 
that ſhoul i do well to them, on the account of being 
his Meſſengers. Nay, he promiſes expreſly in Luke 
XI. 49. I will ſend Apoſtles and Prophets. And this, 
St. Paul in his Epiſtles, both to the Epheſians and to 
the Corinthians, tells us, that our Lord did, upon his 
Aſcenſion to Heaven. 

Now ſince of all thoſe whom he did ſend, I mean 
of Apoſtles, Prophets, Paſlors, and Teachers, we have 
the moſt reaſon to account the Prophets to be in- 
ſpir'd, becauſe the Old Feſtament has given us 
Rs of that Gift for many hundreds of years to- 
gether (ſo that an uninſpir'd Prophet is a Contra- 
diction in the Terms:) And ſince Chriſt was gra- 
ciouſly pleas'd to promiſe, after his Reſurrettion, 
that his Spirit ſhould always be with his Church, in 
ſuch manncr as he ſent it down, to the end of the 
World; in what Sort or Order of Men is it ſo likely 
to be preſerv'd and continu'd in, as in Prophets? In 
Propriety of Speech it can be no other. And who- 
ever will ſay that it is yet in the Church continu'd, 


muft own, that if it be fo, we have, at leaſt, as 


much realon to expect the Continuance of it to 
Prophets as to Teachers. bt Fr 

I am not ignorant that ſome of thoſe who pretend 
that That Gift of the Spirit is ſtill abiding in the 
Church (tho they muſt own, if it be fo, that it is 
in a dark Lanthorn, neither warming nor inlightning, 
nor ſeen, but that they tell us it is there) do explain 


themſelves, by telling us it is in Biſhop, Prieſt, and 


Deacon; and carry'd on in a Succeſſion, by the Lay- 
ing on of Hands. But this cannot be fully à ſſented to 
(it is manifeſt it is not as it was promis d to be, to 
wit, as it was ſent down) till we firſt ſee, not only mani- 
feftly the promis d Effects of thoſe words, Receive the Hi- 
Ly Gbaſt by the Laying on of our Hands; but alſo till we ſee 
thoſe who lodg this Gift elſewhere, even 1 rs 
: | ands 
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hands of the Presbytery (a Word which, in the Scrip- 
tures, is a Name of Office, and not of an Order, or 


of a Body of Men) give the like Proof that any one 
of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit (I do not ſpeak of his 


Graces, for thoſe I preſume they will not deny to the 
Laity) do appear as proceeding from or upon ſuch Im- 
ſition of Hands. W 
But, if it be too manifeſt, that it is not now to he 
found in the Church; and that rather it is to be 
own'd that, even from the primitive Times, the Holy 


Spirit, thro thePride and Worldly-mindednefs of Chri- 


tians, and their Exaltation of Learning and Reaſon 
into the infallible Chair, withdrew thoſe Gifts extra- 
ordinary; and which nothing but the Truth of God, 
who cannot lie to his Promiſes, could ever bring 
back: if it be our happy Lot to live in that Þleffe4 
Age of the World, in which the Fuine/s of thoſe 
Times, which the Father kept in his own hands, is come; 
in which he will reſtore the Kingdom to Zrae!, and 
fulfil the many other gracious Promiſes that are to 
accompany it: let us then welcome that Spirit of Pro- 
phecy which the Angel aſſur d St. 7obn is to be a Jeſſi- 
mony of the Coming of Feſus. That it was the Un- 
worthineſs of Chriſtians that made Gol to vith- 
draw, from his Church, the Spiritual Giſts he had 
once adorn'd and inrich'd her with, is manifeſt from 
the gradual Subſtraction of them. For tho they 
were rare, yet they were notwithſtanding, ſtill in 
being in the Church, even to near the end of the 
ſecond Century. Of Papias Biſhop of Hicratolis, 
who flouriſh'd 4. C. 118. Euſebius ſays, that Nezes 
dyz52omy 147 avT?y aovyey wen, that he writes of one 
being rais d from the dead in bis time: And Nicepharus 
Calliſtus ſays of him, Scribit enim mortuum ſua etate ad 
vitam eſſe revocatum. Euſebius alſo ſpeaks of Barſabas 
call d 7uſtis, os ux ie en oN H,α̈s Y tand ar 


andes die Thy Ty Kvets Aẽ,jwu ,ανLν]us⁸ as who drank. 


a Draught of deadly Poiſon, but thro the Grace of Gn re. 
end n harm. | 
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with Philip's Daughters, had the Gift of Prophecy. And 
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nion; and Showers upon their own Army, to the Re- 
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Of Quadratus alſo, Biſhop of Athens, who flpuriſh'q 
A. C. 125. (of whom Nicephorus aforeſaid gives this 
Character, in L. III. C. 21. Floruit eo tempore divinus 
Quadratus; cui nibi!l eorum donorum, que Apoſtolicos, de. 
cent Succeſſores, defuit;) Euſebius thus ſpeaks, L. III. 
C. 27. Toy 5 vgs Tits dianauiaymy x KidedrC: 
ny ; % duc mis biAimms fualego el, Ae lνlx 
was Quadratus, of whom it is related that he, together 
in the ſame Chapter he ſays, of many others, of 
the ſame time, gy Jas mrevudlys wot); Torr ff duh 
Mega ap , ,es whiter that by them there 
were, even then, many wonderful Miracles of the Holy 
Spirit wrought. 

Euſebius alſo, in L. V. C. 7. quotes Irenews, who 
was Biſhop of Lyons, and a Father of great Eſteem 
and Credit in the Church, and who flouriſh'd in A.C. 
170. as ſaying (in L. II. De falſe Dofrine Refutatione ) 
that upon Prayer and Faſting of all the Brethren, in one place 
aſembled together, the Soul return'd into the Carcaſe of the 
Perſon dead, Alſo that in his time there were ſome 
that did caſt out Devils: others that had the Fore- 
knowledg of Futnritys, that had the Gift of Viiion 
and of Prediction: others that did heal the Sick by 
Impoſition of Hands: and at laſt ſays, Kabeg x) N- 
egllor, Ra mavlodsmdls νẽ,uj qu Ty meu a 
mcou is even as we underſtand many of our Brethren have 
ze Gift of Prophecy in the Church, end, by the Spirit, do 
/pzak all kinds of Tongues. 

Allo the famous Story of the Legio Fulminea, in 
M. Aurelius Verus the Emperor's time, who, in 14. C. 
174. by their joint Prayers, in the Field, brought 
down Thunder upon their Enemys, to their Confu- 


freſhment of thoſe who were periſhing with Drought, 
is no leſs undoubted than notorious ;, being quoted by 

Euſebius out of Apollinaris and Tertullian. 
So far then, Church-Hiſtory does furniſh us * 
N- 
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Inftances of the Appearance of the Gifcs of the 
Holy Spirit yet remaining in the Church: nay Socra- 
tes, who writ after Euſebius, in the fourth Century, 
ſyeaks of one Spiridon, who was once a Shepherd, and 
afterwards a Biſhop ; a Man of that great Sanctity, 
that it was ſaid that he had wrought Miracles. | 

And indeed when it appears ſo plain from Hiftory 


to have been ſo, I think we may conclude, that the 


late Author of the Caveat againſt New Prophets, has 
been but loſing his Time and Labour, in bis diligent 
Search, which in p. 11. he tells us be made; and yet 
cannot find, in all the Book of God, any certain Intimation 
that God would do 12 thing of this kind after the Death of 
the Apoſtles. A little 'of that Diligence in reading 
Hiſtory would have prevented his firft Aſſertion. 
And to ſay, as he does, p. 12. That we have no ſuch 
Hints in Scriptures as may fairly bear that Senſe, can only 
reflett upon his own Neglett either in Reading them, 
or Obſervation in them; for theſe Sheets. will put 
him in mind of ſeveral. | 
But tho theſe Gifts, as I ſaid before, were then in 
the Church; yet they were then near expiring; 
for the Pride and the Covetouſneſs, the Animoſitys 
and Fury of Churchmen began (as may be ſern at 
large in Father Paolo, de Re beneficiaria) even before 
the Times of Perſecution ended. So that there be- 
ing, no longer, that peaceful and pure Receptacle 
to be found for the Dovelike Spirit, it return'd to the 
Ark, from whence it had come forth to viſit this 
Earth. But when the Waters ſhall be aſſwag'd, and 
the Floods of Ungodlineſs dry'd up, by that drying 
Wind from the Lord, eyen the Spirit of God, and 
which now is not far off (as will be ſeen preſently) 
then will this bleſſed Spirit return, and viſit this Earth 
with Healing in his Wings. For the Truth of God is 
ingag' d for it, in many Places of the Holy Scriptures ; 
Which 1s the third Reaſon I offer. for expetting it. 
That famous one of Joel is not ſo lightly to be pals d 
over; wherein God promiſes thus, I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all Fleſh , and yaur Sons and your — 
| a 
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ſhall propheſy ; your old Men ſhall dream Dreams, your 
young Men fhall ſee Viſions; and alſo upon the Servants 
and Handmaids in thoſe Days will I pour out my Spirit. 
But withal he goes on to tell us, that God will firſt 
w Wonders in the Heavens and in the Earth, Blood, Fire 
and Smoke, before that great and notable day of the Lord 
come. Now that this univerſal Effuſion is not yet 
fulfill'd, by the little one at the day of Pentecoſt (of 
which ſome Men make fo great ſtir) is manifeſt, 
Firft, from the Smallneſs of the Number then viſited; 
which, tho the Congregation might be ſomewhat 
larger, it is not likely that it was pour'd forth upon 
any more than the Apoſtles ; For we hear not of any 
mighty Effects of it afterward in any others. Now 
to think that God would promiſe to pour out his 
Spirit upon all Fleſh, and that afterwards he ſhould 
make the pouring it out on a dozen, or, ſay it were, 
at moſt, the whole hundred and twenty Perſons, 
ſerve for the Completion of that Promiſe, is the 
moſt unaccountable Explication in the World; and 
moſt injurious to the Goodneſs, as well as Veracity of 
God, and very ill becomes the immediate Servants of 
ſo gracious a Maſter : to repreſent him, like the Paſ- 
ſenger in th2 Tempeſt, vowing a Taper as big as the 
Main Maſt, and after the Voyage, paying it with a 
Farthing Candle, | 
Fhe Author of the ſaid Caveat againſt New Prophecys, 
tells us, That by 40 Fleſh, is meant ſome of all Sorts, 
and every Condition; ſo that forty'Jews and forty Hea- 
thens converted, may ſtand for a Completion of the 
Prophecy. Is it ſo heexpounds the ſame words, 4/ 
Hejh is Graſs ? Will he ſay, in this latter Caſe, there 
is any one Perſon of all Fleſh that is not Graſs ? 
But the Prophet Jeremiah. has otherwiſe explain'd 
thoſe Words, by letting us know, that the pouring out 
of the Spirit is the being taught of God, and his Law writ- 
ten in their Hearts. And how extenlive that AU Fleſh 
is, he has alſo inform'd us, by aſſuring us, that Al 
ſhall be then taught of God : That no lan ſball need to 
es ask bis Brother the way of the Lord, nor none ſhall oy 
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i teach bis Brother to know the Lord; for that every one 


ſhall know him from the Leaſt to the Greateſt, Now if this 


has been, fince the Goſpel-Diſpenſation began, - it 
would become him to tell us when and where. When 
Men are tied to an Hypotheſis, to what poor Shifts are 
they put to ſupport it? To wreſt Matters of Fact, 


- diminiſh great Occurrences, and magnify ſmall ones, 


and confound even Chronology: as is the preſent 
Caſe of this Author of the ſaid Caveat; who will 
have the Effuſion of the Spirit, on the day of Pente- 
oft, (which was 4. C. 34.) to be the full Accompliſh- 
ment of Joel's Prophecy; and conſequently to be 
that great and notable Day of the Lord, But being 
at a loſs for the Blood, Fire and Smoke that were to 
go before that great Day, does not ſtick at fixing 
them to the Deſtruction of Feruſalem; which was 36 
Years after it; to wit, A. C. 70. | 

That Author thinks to juſtify his unaccountable 
Expoſition, of making the word Al to ſignify only Some, 
by quoting St. Peter's Words, Ads II. 16. Th is that which 
was ſpoken of by Joel, c. But I would ask, Suppoſe 
God ſhould promiſe, or, to exprels it more properly, 
threaten to ſhower a particular peſtilential Diſeaſe 
upon a whole Kingdom ; and if that by ſome of the 
forerunning Drops of it, ſome few Familys in one 
Town ſhould be carry'd off (whereupon any obſerv- 
ing Perſon would ſay, This is that that was foretold 
and threatned to befal this Kingdom) would any dare 
to flatter himſelf, that thereby God had fulfill'd his 
Threatning ? No ſure, he is more true to his Word, 
and to the literal ſenſe of it, 

It is true, St. Peter does ſay, This is that that was 
foretold by Joel the Prophet. But this Author ſhould 
have conſulted the Grammar a little better, .to judg 
what the word This did belong to. St. Peter does not 
ſay, Lb £541 © e-, This is that Time which was ſpo- 
ken of, Mc. but 7879 ig d 4enutrer, This is that Thing 
which was ſpoken of, c. which is no more than St. 
Peter's explaining the preſent Phenomenon, as from 
Inſpiration, which the Multitude did from Nature, 

that 


So that it is manifeſt, that that Prophecy was not 


ſhall propheſy : Which laſt Words are not in Feel. So 
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that is to ſay, either from Diſeaſe cr Diſorder ; by 
judging from what they ſaw, that they, the Inſpir, 
were drunk. To which He replys, no, it is not 
Wine, but -it is the Spirit pour'd out upon them (or 
into them) according as was foretold and promis'd by 
the Prophets. 6 

St. Peter, on this occaſion, goes on to tell his Hea- 
rers, in ver. 39. of that Chapter, that that Promiſe 
of Joel was to them, and to their Children, and to all that 
are afar off, even to as many as the Lord our God ſhall call. 


then fully accompliſh'd (as this Author affirms it was) 
but remains yet to be ſo. But even if it had had 
ſome Completion, yet it is uſual for the Prophecys in 
Scripture to have two or more 8 Hgenas Nay 
ſome things that do not at all ſeem. to be prophetick, 
but hiſtorical, have appear'd afterward to have been 
fulfill'd as Prediction: as that of the Prophet Hoſea, 
When Iſrael was à Child, T lovd bim; and out of Egypt 
have I call 4 my Son. Which ſeems to be only a De- 
claration of an Action paſt ; and yet the Holy Spirit 
has told us, that Joſeph, and Mary, and their Child 
Jeſiu went down into Egypt, that it might be fulfill d 
which was ſpoken by the Prophets, Out of Egypt have ! 
call'd my Son. | 

But it is further to be obſerv'd, that St. Peter has 
added, to this Prophecy of Joel, a Prediction of his 
own; which is, that the Spirit being pour'd, out up- 
on the Men Servantsand the Maid Servants, And they 


that till we ſee Men Servants and Maid Servants pro- 
pheſy, according to St. Peter's Prediction, that Pro- 
hecy of Joel is certainly unfulfill'd. However none 
ure will ſay, as to the reſt of Joel's Prediction, that 
either Prophecying, ſeeing Viſions, or dreaming 
Dreams (which are the Inftances that he gives in 
which God will pour out his Spirit upon all Fleſh) 
none jure will ſay it is, or can be fulfill'd, by only 
that pouring out of the Gift of Tongues, (on the 
day of Fentecaſt) which is none of them. ot 
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But above all does it appear to be yet unfulfill'd, 
notwithſtanding what is pretended in Feruſalem's 
Deſtruction (as if one City's Judgment were ſuffi- 
cient to anſwer for what is threatned to the whole 
World) by the Forerunners of it not having yet a 
pear'd, Signs in the Heavens, and in the Earth Blood, Fire 


" and Smoke, or Fog, If then it be not fulfill'd, the 


Truth of God is ingag'd that it be fulfilld : and con- 
ſequently, we are yet to fee that happy State, once 
again in the Church of Chrift, when the prophetick 
Wiſh of Moſes ſhould be in great meaſure accom- 
pliſh'd, Would God that all the Lord's People were Pro- 
bers. - 
f I ſhall make an end of this Article, with proving 
what I faid hefore, that the everlaſting Goſpel: was 
not yet reveal'd in full, and that I ſhall now do: 
Firft, from the Nature of the thing, it is *Eve | 
am, that Goſpel that is to laſt for ever, as lon 
as Goſpel will be needful ; i. e. till the Conſummation 
of all things: whereas, as much of Goſpel as the 
Jews may be ſaid to have had (I mean of the Expec- 
tation of Chriſt) was deliver'd in Shadows and Fi- 
ures, and conſequently was done away when the 
ubſtance came: and the preſent Goſpel that we 
Chriſtians have, and have had in this preſent Diſ- 
penſation (tho altogether clearer than the former) 
yet is only of Chriſt, in his State of Humiliation 
and of Mediator. But when the everlaſting Goſpel 
ſhall come to be preach'd, a Revelation made to the 
World of the Nature of that Reſtitution of all things, 
both of the whole Creation, even the inanimate Part 
of it, in its being deliver'd from the Bondage of 
Corruption, from the Weight of the Curſe under 
which it now lies 3 and of his Church, wherein he 
will reftore all things as at the Beginning (when all that be- 
liev'd, and were baptiz'd, receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt :) 
and in the Nature of Man, bothas to the Perfe&ions 
of his Body and of his Mind, in his Knowledg, Pu- 
rity and Holineſs 3 when the Tabernacle of God 
ſhall be with Man, and the Law of God written in 
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every Heart: then will this preſent Diſpenſation 
change; then ſhall we ſtand in another Relation to 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He will then rule us, and 
rule in us, by his Holy Spirit: We ſhall then conſider 
him in his State of Exaltation, as is fully ſet forth, in 
almoſt a thouſand Places of Scripture. But this will 
befully ſpoken to, more properly,under another Head, 
The other Argument to prove that the evyerlaſ. 
ting Goſpel is not yet preach'd, is from the Con- 
tents of it, Rev. XIV. 7. Fear God, and give Glory to him, 
for the Hour of his Judgment is come. So that, till that 
be at the Door, the everlaſting Goſpel is not to be 
preach'd nor reveal'd. And let not Miniſters, of any 


ſort, think that, even then, they are to be He- 


Talys'of it. No; if they were never ſo induſtrious, 


they could never preach it to every Nation, and Kin- 


dred, and Tongue and People, in ſo ſhort an hour. of 


Time as is allow'd for that Work. No; God's Meſ. 


ſengersare Spirits, and they can ride upon the Wings 


of the Wind; they can as well convert as flay by 


Thouſands, His own Holy Spirit eſpecially, the For- 


mer of Souls anew, that once converted Five Thou— 


ſand at one Sermon, can again do the ſame, when 
ſo it ſhall inhabit thoſe whom he will ſend on that 


Work. 


Now then, from what has been already offer'd, 
ſuppoſing that there may be, nay that there muſt he 


a Return of Prophecy to the Church of Chrift ; the 


next Queſtion will be, whether theſe, that now pre- 


tend to be Prophets, are indeed ſo. The World 


has rais'd great Prejudices againft them, upon divers 
Accounts; which I ſhall conſider ſeverally. The 
fir ſt upon accdunt of their Agitations or bodily Motions, 


which Men are not willing to believe do proceed 
from the Spirit of God ; any more than, in the ſecond 


Place, Their Manner of Speaking, their uncorre& Stile, or 


Their Speaking in the Perſon of God. In the third place, 


upon account of their Meſſage, which is alſo dillik'd: 
which I ſhall give a full Account of, and endeavour to 


juſtify; And, under this Head, I ſhall endeavour 0 an- 
— 5 | wer, 
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ſwer, what I have met with, of Objections againſt any 
of the printed Warnings. And in the fourth place, up- 
on account of that Character, which Calumniators have 
given them, in relation to. their Behaviour. 

And firft as to their Agitations, I muſt acquaint 
the Reader, that theſe are of two ſorts or kinds. They 
are firft, cither ſuch as do only betoken the Preſence 
of a ſuperior Spirit, and not the human, then hav- 
ing poſſeſſion of the Body. Or, Secondly, they are 
ſuch kind of Motion or Agitations, as do ſeem to re- 
preſent ſomething, to the Imagination of thoſe who 
behold them; and theſe are call'd Signs, and have 
a Signification in them, and are commonly explain'd, 
afterwards, by the Mouth of the Prophet, under In- 
ſpiration, Now either one or other, of theſe two 
ſorts, we ſhall find, in the Scriptures, did conftantly 
attend the Prophets of old, both in the Old and 
New Teſtament: and was indeed the ſole Teſtimo- 
ny of the Preſence of the Prophetical Spirit, For 
there is nothing in the Words themſelves that an in- 
ſpir'd Perſon can ſay, but an uninſpir'd may (if he 
hath the Words upon his Memory) pronounce the 
ſame : So that thoexcellent Matter may convince, 


that the Words were conceiv'd by Inſpiration ; yet in 


the Words there is nothing to ſhew,whether they were, 
or were not, ſpoken under Inſpiration : That muſt 
appear by what Impreſſion there is upon the Speaker. 
And as to that, it is ſo eſſential to the Teſtimony of 


his Inſpiration, that ſometimes thoſe outward Agi- 


tations alone are, in the Scriptures, call'd Propheh- 
ing, even without any Words pronounc'd, as I ſhall 
thew preſently. It remains firſt to ſhew that the 
Prophetick Spirit teſtify'd its Preſence by bodily 
Agitations. 

The firſt Prophets that we find conſtituted by the 
temporary Indwellings of the Spirit of God in them, 
are the Seventy, mention'd Numb. XI. 25. where it is 
laid, that the Lord came donn in aCloud, and took of the 
Spirit that was in Moſes, and gave it unto the Seventy 
Elders ; and that when the Spirit reſted upon them, they 
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and the Lord bleſs d him; and that the Spirit of the Lord 


The next Inſtance we have is in 1 Sam. X. 10, 13+ 
where Saul, according to Samuel's Prediction, meet- 
ing a Company of Prophets, who were coming down 
from their religious Worſhip, and Propheſying 3 (i. e. 


"Spirit of God came alſh upon him, and he prophe ye as 
1 * * chey 


(32) 
Iropheſy'd, and did not ceaſe, That this Propheſying 
was ſomething that appear'd viſible in their Bodys, 
is apparent by the next Verſe 3 where we find the 
two other Men, E/dad and AMedad, who had indeed 
been choſen (for it is likely that every Tribe choſe 
Stx, Seventy Two in all, to return to Moſes for that 
Office: of which Seventy Two, there were but Se. 
venty to be appointed; ſo that there were Twoorer) 
but who were not brought in, with the other Seventy, 
to the Tabernacle : even they alſo propheſy d (as it is 
expreſsd) in the Camp. I ſay it is not likely that this 
was any more than bodily Tokens (for I ſhall ſhey 
preſently, that, elſewhere in the Scriptures, that a- 
lone is call*d-Propheſying) becauſe 55 ma prays Moſes 
to forbid or reſtrain them; which he would not have 
defir'd, if they had been uttering the Revelations of 
God, or been ſpeaking to Men to Edificatim, or Exhor- 
tation and Comfort. So we find Numb. XXIV. 2. That 
the Spirit of God came upon Balaam 3 and he deſcribes 
it of himſelf, ſaying, He has ſpoken, who heard the Words 
of God, who ſaw the Viſionof the Almighty, falling into a 
Trance, but having bis Eyes open. The Trance, we ſee, 
was the firſt Teſtimony of the Viſit of the Spirit 
upon him. | | | 1 
The next Teſtimony that we meet with of the 
Spirit's operating upon the Body, js in Judges XIII. 
25. where we read of Sampſon, a Child, that he grew, 


began to move him at times in Mahaneh Dan, in the 
"Neighbourhood where he liv'd. What can be under- 
Food more of this (of the Spirit's moving him) but 
bodily Agitations ; ſince we do not find that it was any 
mwwvirg of his Will, or carrying of it forth to any 
Action? 


having yet the Ecftatick Motions upon them) te 


(33) 


they did. But ſome who knew him, that he was not 
of the Sons of the Prophets, . were ſurpriz'd, and 
doubted what it was, and ſaid, What 1 this that 1 
come to the Son of Kiſh ? They could not tell whether 
it was Ecſtacy or Dffeaſe : till at length, the Eeſta- 
tick Fit being over, the Text ſays, Ver. 13. When be 
had made an end of Propheſying, he came to the High 
Place, The next Inftance of Saul's Propheſying is 
indecd a very extraordinary one; but, before I give 
it, | muſt premiſe, that the Fews, who were under a 
bleſſed $60x5a5ts., attributed to God every Effect, even 
ew of ſecond Cauſes, that was not obvious to them. Nay 
it uas proverbial to appropriate any thing that was 
ſes WW extraogdinary, to God. High Hill, as the Hill of G. 
Ve Strong Hoſt, as the Hoſt of Gd: So Stephen fays, Ads 
of W VII. 20. Moſes was exceeding fair, A. Tv Oi: ac- 
0'- 8 cordingly, the natural periodical Fermentation of the 
lat Pool of Betheſda (like our hot Baths) is aſcrib'd to an 
es Angel coming down to trouble it, or ſet it a working: 
% So Saul, having taken Grief, upon God's Threats of 
54 WF taking the Kingdom from his Family; and Envy alſo 
80 daily gnawing his Soul, from beholding the thriving 
it Reputation of David among the People ; he falls into 
adeep Melancholy: which, not being accompany'd 
he WW vitha bodily Diſeaſe, is therefore, by the Author of 
Il. FF the Book of Samuel, call'd an evil Spirit from the 
4 Lird, Not that it can be ſuppos'd, that he was there- 
in, at times, poſſes'd by an evil Spirit (for ſurely 
- I Muſick wonld not charm it away) but this Melan- 
. choly was fo ſtrong upon him, as that it made him 
ut IF walk about his Houſe frequently, and do other invo- 
Y I luntary Actions (and he thought that his twice caſtin 
nas Javelin at David would have paſs'd for ſuch) a 
agitated his Body in an unuſual manner. This then 
;* If being the known manner, wherein the Bodys of the 
Prophets were, during the Hr being upon them: 
This very Behaviour of Sas is call'd Propheſying, in 
h, 1 Sam, XVIII. 10. where it is faid, that the evi Spi- 
„ em God came uben Saul, and he proybeſy'd in the midſt 
of bis Houſe. The * this place is 
144 | 4 very 


- 


1 — 


„ „%„ͤ„ͤ„:ö. . „ 


(34) 


very expreſſive of the thing, 1/ faiſoit du Prophete; i.e, 
he acted the Prophet; to wit, in his bodily Agita. 
tions; reftleſly moving about, either with his Body 
or his Limbs. | 4-0 $1 
We have a third Inſtance of this ſame Man, when, 
in purſuit of David, even to the Houſe of Samuel, he 
meets with a Company of Prophets propheſying (over 
whom, the Text ſays, Samuel was preſiding ) the Spi. 
rit f God came upon him, and he went on propheſying from 
Ramoth to Naioth : all the way in Agitations. And 
when he came before Samuel, the Spirit was ſo ſtrong 
upon him, that he-flrip'd himſelf nabed, and propheſy 
before Samuel, ſays: the Text; (i. e.) he was under 
Agitations, and afterwards lay. down naked upon the 
Ground for four and twenty Hours. 6 1:09 wel, 
The Prophet David, we find alſo, under an Ecſta- 
tick Rapture of Joy, before the Ark of God; dancing, 
and leaping, and capering with all bis Might : Which 
Geſtures, 1n the Streets, would have been very un- 
ſeemly for a King, but that he was under Inſpira- 
We find in the Hiftory of the Prophet that was 
| ſent to King Feroboam, to Bethel, that he cryd in the 
Word of the Lord, 1 Kings XIII. 3. againſt the Altar at 
Bethel. And that afterwards when he was at Meat, 
at the Table of the Old Prophet: that brought him 
back, that Old Prophet cry'd out to him, when the 
Word of the Lord came unto him: Both which Places 
denote a more than ordinary Force, even a Vocite- 
ration, when charg'd with a Meſſage from Heaven. 
So we find when the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
the Prophet Elijah, 1 Kings XVII. 45. that he girded 
u his Loins, and ran before King Ahab's Chariot, from 
Mount Carmel to the City of jezreel. 
Ihe next Inſtance of theſe Agitations in the Pro- 
Phets, is that in 2 Kings IX. where Eliſha the Pro- 
Phet ſends one of the Sons of the Prophets to anoiti 
Jebu. The Prophet gives the young Man his Mel 
lage, and bids him, as ſoon as he had ſaid it (which was 
only, Thus ſaith the Lord, I have aneinftd thee = 7 
45 * «a rac 
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Iſrael) to flee away, and not to tarry. But, when 
he came there, the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him, in order to deliver to Zehy, a long Account of 
the Particulars of his Commiſhon, what he ſhould do 
when King. And accordingly, his Agitations pre- 


- ceding it, were viſible; which gave occaſion to the 


reſt of the Captains to ask Fehu (not as it is in the 
Engliſh, Wherefore came this mad Fellow to thee ? but) 
wherefore came, 5 r e, this Man that is 
Epileptick, that has got Fits of the Falling-Sickneſs ; 
for ſo, or like to that, it did appear to them. 
How little otherwiſe, may we think, did the Pro- 
phets of Baal appear, four hundred and fifty of them 
together, upon the day of the Trial of Skill between 
them and the Prophet Elijah, when they cry'd with a 
loud Voice, and leapt upon their Altar, and cut themſelves 
with Knives (which no Man ſurely that could guide 
his own hand would do) all which is, in 1 Kings 
XVIII. 29. call'd Propheſying. Is not the Deſcription 
of a Prophet, which Shemaiah gives to Fehoiada the 
High Prieft, in er. XXIX. 26. near of Kin to this? 
Has not the Lord made thee Prieſt, to be an Officer in the 
Houſe of the Lord : for every one that is mad, and maketh 
himſelf. a Prophet ? It ſeems that, at the firſt Appea- 
rance, there was but little Difference, that is to ſay, 
as to outward Geſtures, Motions or Poſtures. And 
indeed, among much more than a thouſand Ecftaſys 
that I have ſeen, I have ſcen many ſo very much agi- 
tated and mov'd, that no part of their Body could 
be ſaid to be in Repoſe; as if they had been Stomach- 
hck, Heart-fick, Painting, rack'd with Cholicks, 
Stone and Gout ; which was to mea moſt lively Ex- 
poſition of that Text in the LXX. Hoſea IX. 7. (the 
Engliſh which is tranflated from the Hebrew has no- 
thing of that ſenſe, 'but words of quite another ſenſe) 
I2401y d iulęa This euduxijosoe, 1620: d ufa The 
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« Man carrying the Spirit, or carry'd of the Spirit. For, 
out of Ecſtacy, have I never ſeen any Perſon in ſuch 
Agitat ions, tho under never ſo. great and dolorous 
Pains ; nor do I think it-poſſible for human Nature 
to be ſupported, under the twentieth part of what 1 
ha ve ſometimes ſeen a Perſon indure at once: which 
yet we daily ſee, by Experience, is to them no man- 
ner of Fatigue in the World. Nay, I have ſeen one 
in Agitations from Ten a Clock till Four, and in the 
Month of Aut; who, as ſoon as they were over, 
walk'd about as eaſy and cool, as if he had been all 
that while aſleep. And indeed all the Inſpir'd tell 
us (and I know not why we ſhould not believe them, 
ſince we cannot know to the contrary) that they are 
not apprehenſive of the leaſt Fatigue; and that their 
Souls are all that time fill'd with a Light and joy. 
And I have heard a Perſon ſay, -he could be content, 
at any time, to loſe his natural Refreſhment by 
Food, by the continuance of them, they were ſoex- 
ceedingly delightful, But this by the by, 
Does not this then — us juſt Reaſon to believe, 
that it was not Fonas's barely ſaying, Tet jorty Days, and 
Nineveh ſpall be defiray'd, that moy'd that People to 
Repentance (If the moſt eminent Man in this Na- 
tion, ſhould do the like in London Streets, even before 
Chriſtians, it is not likely it would produce the like 
EffeR) but that they ſaw ſomething extraordinary 
in his Manner; fuch Agitations in his Body (and yet 
accompany'd with good Health, and ſerious Preach- 
ing) that could not but ſtrike an awe into any Per- 
ſon. that was not a downright Scoffer: that could not 
but make them think that the Meſſage and Meſſenger 
It is true indeed the Apoſtle tells us, that the Spi- 
rits of the Propbets are ſubject to the Prophets (and it is 
a falſe Accuſation upon theſe now, that they know 
got what they ſay or do in Ecſtaſy) but their Bodys, 
it appears by all theſe Inftances, are not ſo. And 
indeed, if daily Experience did not ſhew it to us 
who attend upon it; yet the word in the Org 
. 4 | e 
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does expreſs ſo much; That Holy Men of Old fpake, 
ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Pet. I. 21. not by a gentle Mo- 
tion or Inclination of their Will, but & n Nyivua- 
70 dee qeebueror, as they were forcibly carry d, over- 
rul'd by the Holy Spirit in the Utterance thereof. 
Their Tongue and Lips were not their own it was 
the Lord ſpake by them, and they could not reftrain 


it. It was as a Fire in my Bones, lays Jeremiah; and as 


Wine that has no went, fays Elihu : and David ſays, His 
Heart was bot within him, and, while he was muſing, 
the Fire kindled,” and forc'd it ſelf by his Tongue. 

So, at the Deſcent of the Holy Spirit in the Day 
of Pentecoſt, there was a Sound as of qepoutrns mvong 
Citias, of # ſtrong Blaſt violently carry'd along; which 
fill'd their Breaſts, and mov'd their Tongues, to ſpeak 
Languages they knew not of, and probably under- 
flood not (for ſo we are ſure it was among thoſe that 
were gifted with Tongues among the .Corinthians, 
1 Cor. XIV. 13, 14.) But that Viſit of the Holy Spi- 
rit at that time did not only make them to utter in- 
voluntarily Words, which before they knew not; but 
did alſo teſtify its Preſence in them by bodily Agtra- 
tions, otherwiſe the People could never have taken 
them for a parcel of drunken Men: For their only 
ſpeaking of ſtrange Languages could be ſurprizing, 
only to the Ear, but not to the Eye. It muſt have 
been their ſtaggering, or reeling, or ſome ſuch Ac- 
tion or Poſture, that muſt have made the People 
pals ſuch Judgment concerning them. 

And now having given the Reader a Scripture- 
Account of the Agitations, which were conftantly 
the Attendants and Teſtimonys of the Preſence of 
the Prophetick Spirit; I proceed, in the ſecond place, 
to account for thoſe that were alſo fignificative of 
ſomething to be reyeal'd to the Perſons preſent ; and 
thoſe we call Signs. And of theſe alſo there are 
numerous Inftances, in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment. | 1 
as the Abilitys and Powers of Man are but ſhort, 
and the Words wich which he clethes his Senfe and 
Y D 3 Meaning, 
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Meaning, accordingly cannot penetrate deep; ſo on 
the other hand, the Capacitys of Perception of them 
are but ſlender, and, as we ordinarily ſay, they go in 
at one ear and out at the other: But when God vouch. 
ſafes to ſpeak to Man, it is at another rate. n 
Words, they are Spirit, they are Life ; they are powerful, 
And, that they may be ſo, he commonly ſpeaks to 
two of our Senſes at once: and becauſe, as the Poet 
truly ſays, Segnius irritant animo, demiſſa per Aures, 
Quam que ſunt Oculis commiſſa fidelibus : Therefore God 
does object to our Eyes, as well as ohr Ears. And 
theſc are thoſe Signs, by which he ever inſtructed thoſe, 
whom he did vouchſafe toſpeak to. God, as it were la- 
menting the Hardneſs of the Hearts of his People, ſays, 
Hoſ. XII. 10. I have uſed Similitudes by the Hand of my 
Prophets. And the Prophet David, in a prophetical 
Lamentation for the Church, when it ſhould he in dif: 
treſs, complains Pſal. LXXIV. 9. We ſee not our Signs: 
there is no more any Prophet left. And indeed the 
Prophet Ezekiel! frequently, in explaining his previous 
ſignificative Fe tells the People, I am your 
Sign, Ezek. XII. 11. And now that they were ſo, I 
{hall proceed to ew. . 

Altho the Uſe of Signs was frequent among the 
People of Iſrael, ſuch as Saul's ſending the twelve 
Pieces of an Ox to all the Tribes of Jrael, with his 
Meſlage 1 Sam. XI. 7. and of the Levite's ſending to 
them, in like manner, the twelve Pigces of his Wife, 
Fudg. XIX. 29. XX. 6. yet the Method of God's 
Providence was to fend his Meſſages by Angels (and 
conſequently no Signs) during the four hundred and 
fifty Years of Judges:. And not, till the time of the 
Kings, to ſend any Meſſage by Man, by a Prophet. 
The firſt therefore that we meet with of theſe Signs, 
is that gf. Samuel's taking hold of the Skirts of bu 
Mantle, and it rent; and telling Sgul thereupon, The 
Lord has rent the Kingdom from ther. Yi 

David, the next King after Saul, was a Prophet 
himſelf; and ſo needed not any body to ſpeak to him, 
by Signs from God; ſor God ſpale to him, to and 
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by himſelf. But, in his Son's Reign we read, in 
1 Kings XI. 30. that Ahijah the Prophet having on 4 
new Carment, and meeting Feroboam, he toob his nem 
Garment, and (in Ecſtaſy without doubt) tore it into 
twelve Pieces, and ſaid to Jeroboam, Take thou ten of 
them; for thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, Iwill rend the King- 
im out of the hand of Solomon; and will give ten Tribes 
O thee. 3; 14.99) 

The next Prophetick Sign was, that of Zedebiah 
the Son of Chenaunah, one of Ahab's Prophets, who, 
in propheſying before King Ahab, made him Horns of 
Von; and jaid, Thus ſaith the Lord, With theſe ſhalt thou 
puſh the Syrians, until thou have conſum'd them. 

Upon the ſame Subject, the Prophet Eliſha makes 
Jaſpthe King to ſhoot, by the Prophet's Bedſide, with a 
Bow and Arrows: (aing, at the ſame time, the Arrow of 
the Lords Deliverance, and the Arrow of Deliverance from Sy- 
ria, For thou ſhalt ſmite the Syrians till thou have conſum'd 
them. And not only for Succeſs in War, but for Inftruc- 
tion in Religion, for Reproof for Apoſtacy, and many 
other ſorts of Sins, and the Exemplification of Judg- 
ments, do we alſo meet with Signs among the Prophets. 
In the Reign of King Ahar, the Prophet Hoſea, Hoſ. I. 
is ſent twice, to take a Whore to his Wife; to ſignify 
that it was a Land of Whoredoms, in departing away from 
God : and every Child begotten, had a Name given, 
ſignificatiye of God's Dereliction of that People. To 
which the Prophet Jaiah bears Teftimony alſo ; Jia. 
VIII. 18. Behold J, and the Children whom the Lord has 
given me, are for Signs and Wonders in Iſrael from the Lord 
of Hoſts. And this Prophet /ſaiab himſelf, was a very 
great one, as we read Chap. XX. he went, three years, 
with his Legs and Buttochs bare, for a Sign and a Wonder 
upon Egypt and Ethiopia. And the Lord ſaid, In like 
manner ſhall the King of Aſſyria lead away the Egyptians, 
Priſoners 3 and the Ethiopians, Captives, young and old, 
naked and barefoot, even with their Buttocks uncover'd, 
to the ſhame of Egypt. | ' 

Jeremiah alſo is the Subject of many Signs, He is 
order'd Ch. XIII. to take his Girdle from his Loins, 
D 4 and 
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and to carry it and bury it in an Hole by Eaphrate; ; 
And after many days he is ſent to dig it up again; 
and. finds it mar d and rotten. And ſo God tells him, 
Thus will I mar the Pride of Judah, and the great Pride 
His next Meſſage is Ch. XIX. 1,10. with an eatthen 
Bottle; which, after denouncing God's Judgmentz 
upon all the People for their Sins, he was te break 
before them all; and to ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord, Even 
thus will I break thu Penple and this City 3 as when one 
breaketh a Potter's Veſſel, that cannot be made whole again, 
Then God orders him Ch. XXV. to take the Wihecup 
of his Fury, at his Hand, and to male all thoſe drink of it 
to whom he ſhould ſend him. And in Chap. XXVII. 
he comes to the King's Court, by the Command of 
God, with a wooden Yoke about his Neck : and does 
ſo, from God, command King Zedekiah to ſubmit to 
the Yoke of the King of Babylon. He alſo gives a 
Preſent of a Yoke, to every one of the Ambaſſadors 
of the neighbouring Kings (who were come to Zede- 
kiah's Court, to congratulate him upon his coming to 
the Throne) for them to give to their Maſters, with 
a Meſſage from God, that they muſt every one ſub- 
mit to the Yoke of the King of Babylon. - 
But, of all.the Prophets, Exebiel's whole Conver- 
lation, almoſt, was in Signs. J am your Sign, ſays he 
to the People, Exeł. XII. 11. and in Ch. XX XIV. 24. 
God tells the People, Ezekiel is unto you Sign. And 
accordingly ſometimes, we find him, in his own 
Body and Perſon, doing thofe Actions, which the 
Judgments of God ſhould cauſe that wretched Peo- 
ple to do: ſuch as ſighing bitterly, howling, taking 
his Bread with Quaking and his Drink with Trem- 
bling, eating his Bread by — and drinking his 
Water by Meaſure, ſmiting his Hands together, ſmi- 
ting with his Hand and ſtamping with his Foot, 
making his Bread mix d with Dung, breaking a hole 
thro the Wall of his Houſe, to carry out his Goods 
thro that Hole, and not out at his Door: cutting off 
his Hair, and then burning one third part of " 
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id dipping away another third part of it, and ſcat- 
_— E — third part of it before the Wind. 
And all this to expreſs and ſhew to Them, that they 
ſhould thus ſigh, howl, quake and tremble, wring 
their Hands, and ſtamp with their Feet, and eat 
Bread mix'd with Dung for the Scatcity and Famine, 


and that one third part of them ſhould be deftroy'd 


by Peſtilence, another third part by the Sword, 
and the other third part ſcatter'd. And, as the 
height of all Miſery, God makes him a Sign of theif 
Stupidity and Inſenſibleneſs, under all their calami- 
tous Loſſes, by taking away his Wife whom he dear- 
ly loved; ftriking her dead of a ſudden, and making 
him to be unconcern'd at it. And to expreſs the 
Loſs of King Zedekiah's Eyes which the King of Ba. 
hun was to put out; tho indeed God did not afflict 
the Prophet ſo far as to take away his Eyes, yet, 
for that Sign, he made him go out of his Howſe, thts 
that Breach alſo, at the Twilight, and with bis Eyes co- 
rey d that be ſhould not fee the Ground, But when God 
thought fit to make him a Sign of his own Derelic- 
tion of that People, he makes him dumb (ex 
at ach Intervals as he ſhould * the Words of 
the Almighty, that is, in Ecſtaſy) telling him, Thee 
ſhalt be dumb, and ns more a Reprover unto this People. 
And, to give one extraordinary Inſtance mbre, he is 
commanded by God Chap: IV. to paint the City of ſe· 
ruſalem upon a Tile; and to lay it before him, and then 10 
lay ſiege againſt it, and build a Fort againſt it, and 10 caft 
up Mount againſt it, and ſet a Camp againſt it, and ſet 
Battering-Rams againſt it round about, to take an Iron 
Pan for a Wall of Defence between him and the City, and 
ſo to befiege it. And this, ſays God, ſhall be 4 Sign to 
the Houſe of Iſrael; to wit, of the approaching 
Siege, that Nebuchadnexxar was e er long to lay to 
Jeruſalem.  — | | 5 
And it was not only the Prophets under the Law. 
that ſhew'd theſe Signs in their Eeſtaſys: We find 
the Prophet Agabus in Act, XXI. 1 1. tying ba own Hands 
and Fees with Payits Gizdle; adding afterv * 
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ſaith the Holy Ghaſt, Thus (hall the Fews, at Jeruſalem, bini 
the Man that owns this Girdle. 

But all thoſe things are done forcibly, involunta. 
rily, by the Force of the Spirit upon them, For, as 
Iſaid before, tho the Spirits of the Prophets are ſubje# 
to the Prophets; yet their Bodys are not. They are in- 
tirely under the Dominion of a ſuperior Spirit, which 
both cauſes them, not only to do ſuch extraordinary 
things under its Operation, as they were utterly un- 
able to do in their natural State, but alſo to ſuffer, 


or rather, that I may expreſs it more properly, to be 


inſenſible of ſuch things, Then, as nothing in Na. 
tute could enable them to bear; as being trodden 
upon, kick'd, beaten, putting their Hands upon burn- 
ing Coals, falling flat upon the Floor, at once, like a 
Board without the bending of the Knee, or any thing 
to break the Fall, ſo that the Forehead has come to 
the ground as ſoon as any other part: As alſo in like 
manner falling backward at once, and without the 
leaft bending of the Ham, ſo that the Scull has come to 
the-Floor as ſoon as any other part of the Body what- 
ſoever: both which I have ſeen come to paſs. Nay, in 
the latter caſe, in the Fall backward, the very middle 
of the Scull (having no Peruke on) ftruck againſt the 
pointed Corner of the Seat of à Cane-Chair; and 
wah ſucha Force, as made it rebound off, and turn 
0 the whole Body half a yard on one ſide from the 


place where it would otherwiſe have lain; which 


a snred the three Perſons that were pre- 
ent, And for my part, Lam morally ſure, that with 
ſuchi à Fall, out of Ecſtaſy, that very acute Corner of 
the Chair would have broke thro the Skull of any 
Per ſon whatſoever, :; and indeed my Blood chill'd, as 
we fay,, when it happen'd; believing the Man had 
deen kind; who, in truth, felt it not. 7 

And now having given the Reader this long Ac. 
count, out of the Scxiptures, of theſe Agitations of 
both ſorts; both of, thoſe that only teſtify the Pre- 
ſence of the Prophetick Spirit, and of thoſe that 
are Signs; and the Rea ſon of them: It remains * 


( 

Igire ſome Account of thoſe that thefe preſent Per- 
ſons have. The moſt general Sign that all and every 
one of them have, is that of Shaking ; ſome tels 
and ſome more. And this the Spirit has explain'd to 
us, to be the Sign of what he is now going to do: 
what he has foretold in his Word, and what they are 
ſent before to warn of, to wit, he is coming to ſhake ter- 
fibly the Earth : to ſhake not only the Earth, but the Heaven 
allo and to make the Hearts of the Sinners te ods and 
tremble, more than the Bodys of his Meſſengers do 
now. But, beſide this general Sign, he is pleasd 
ſometimes to repreſent to us, by them, the Manner 
of the Deſtruction of his Enemys, of the Inflittion 
of his Judgments ; the Manner of the Perſecution 
of his Servants and Meſſengers ; and of his Conſo- 
lations to them in their greateſt Sufterings ; by ſuch 
Actions and Words, under Inſpiration, as are a Cor- 
dial that will probably ſweeten the greateſt Suffer- 
ings that they can meet with, Thoſz to whom this 
matter is new; let them conſider what a ridiculous 
thing it might ſeem to be, to ſee a Prophet come to 
Court, with'a wooden -Yoke about his Neck ; and 
another witha pair of iron Horns : another to walk 
with his Buttocks bare (who is ſaid to be one of the 
Royal Family alſo) : Nay, to ſee a King ſtrip him- 
felt, and lie down naked upon the ground for a day 
anda night. But, at the ſame time, remembring 
that it is from the Spirit of God, let them lay their 
Hands upon their Mouths, and in filence admire his 
adorable Wiſdom, which they cannot fathom nor 
comprehend : Let them have a care, if they would 
not be found among the Scoffers, how they call theſe 
things Tricks and acting a Farce; for God will not 
be mock d. His Turn of Mocking will ſoon come, 
when he will mock at their Calamity ; and which is 
ſo near, that my Heart trembles for it. But of this 
am to ſpeak more under the Head of their Meſſage. 

The ſecond Stumbling-block I am to remove is, 
That of their Stile or Inner of Speaking, wherein 
there are four diftin& Things to be clear 'd up. ER 
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firſt is, that of their bad and uncorrect or -ungran; 
atical Stile: The ſecond, that of their ſpeaking in 
ie Perſon of God: The third, that of their ſpeak. 
ar by their own Mouth: And the 
urth, their ſpeaking ſo as, for the moſt part, to need 
Writers to collect it, in order to render it uſeful ; 
All which I ſhall endeavour to clear from Scripture, 
As to the firſt, we have no Warrant to judg of God 
y Corceftneſs of Language; for it is the Intent of 
od, when he ſpeaks, to do it that the meaneſt Cz. 
pacity (of which are abundantly the greateſt part of 
Nlankind) may comprehend it. And therefore, even 
according to human Reaſoning, he ſhould ſpeak az 
the meaneft, provided it were intelligible, But a 
for fine Flowers and Sentences, thæy would but amuſe 
the meaner Capacitys; and only pleaſe, but not edify 
the more improv'd. But alas, it is becauſe we com- 
- pare our ſelyes with our ſelves, that we thus think ſo 
mightily of out ſelves ; and make the Diſparity ſo 
2 between one another, as to our Wiſdom and 


1owledg, as is between a Mountain and a Molehill. 
ut if we would but conſider infinite Wiſdom ; that 
ilparity would appear to be not one ten thouſandth 
9h For as he that would draw two Lines from the 
Sun, to the Mountain and to the Molehill, would find 
het Lines not to differ in length at all, perceptibly, 
from each other: even much more ſo, when the Sim- 
licity.of a Clown, and the Parts and Learning of 
2 Doctor, are weigh'd with infinite Wiſdom, there 
15 not the Duſt of the Balance difference between 
them; but they are alike Folly and Ignorance: and 
it is only our yet groſſer Ignorance, if we think o- 
therwiſe. However, ſome of theſe I ſhall ſpeak to, 
when I am upon conſidering the Objections againſt 
the Books of Warnings: In the mean time therefore 
f paſs to the ſecond, That of their 7 1 the 
Perſon of God. And here, in the firſt place, I muſt 
take notice of the unaccountable Managery of our 
Adverſarys in this Controverſy 3; that Men wil 
preach, and write, and diſpute, and determine ay 
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; Subjet, wherein they are intirely ignorant of Facta 
And they will be ſe (for they will not come and at- 
tend) and even they that are, as it were, drag'd to 
it; do, upon once ar twice coming, preſently make 
2 Judgment. Nay, tis meſt likely, they that come 
ſo, do come, at firſt, with a Prejudice; and not fin- 
cerely deſirous to know all the Truth. Do they think 
2 Mahometan could make a Judgment of the Chriſtiag 
Religion, by going once or twice to Paul's Church, 
by bearing the Choir and the Organs, and ſeeing the 
Parade of the Magiſtracy; and the many Ceremonys 
which Uſe bas made decent, but which Strangers ge- 
nerally look upon with Prejudice, at firſt fight? I 
lay, if People would have given themſelves Patience 
to attend often, they would be ſatisfy'd that it is not 
they, the inſpir'd Perſons, that ſpeak in the Perſon 
of God, but that it is God that ſpeaks; as much by 
their Mouths, their Tongue and Lips, as ever he 
did by the Prophets of old, nay as ever he did by 
the Mouth of Balaam's Als, And they muſt have 
judg'd ſo, if they would have not only made frequent 
Obſervation, by the involuntary Motion of the Li 
and Jaws (as well in the Agitations that do prece 
the opening of their Mouths for ſeveral Days, ſome- 


times Weeks before, as in the time of their ſpeakings 


and which are all obvious to the Spectators) but aſſo 
if they would have attended, without prejudice, to 
the Matter ſpoken : by mean Mechanicks ; who have 
ſpoken, ſome of them, with an Eloquence even har- 
monious; ſo as to move ſame of their Acquain- 
tance to follow them from place to place, only to 
hear them, tho .had no Faith in the Matter de- 
hver'd : and even by. little Children, in Inſpiration. 
To hear, as L have done, a little Child (and I have ſeen 
5 big in Hangiog-ſleeves) in Inſpiration pronounce 
large and diſtinct Bleſſings or Diſcourſes, to a great 
number of Perſons, even a Roam-full ; ſuted to the ſo- 
reral Circumſtances of Life, Frailtys, Temptations, or 
Performances of every one of them; and this frequent- 
ly; would be, to every unprejudic'd Reader, little leſs 
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than a Demonſtration, that it is God that ſpeab 
and not they; and *tis from theſe Babes that be vil 
But ftill, that I may give the Reader all the Satic. 
fact ion in this Matter that I can: I ſhall ſhew hin, 
that the Prophets of old did often ſpeak in the per. 
ſon of God, without ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lord. wy. 
ſes, in his Song Deut. XXXII. 29. See now that I, eren 
J, am he, and there is no God with me. I kill and I mils 
alive; I wound and I heal. The Prophet Iſaiah does it 
in many places, in Chap. III. 4. I will give Children t 
be their Princes : and ver. 12. O my People, they that lead 
Thee cauſe thee to err. Chap. X. 5. 0 Aﬀyria, the Rod of 
mine Anger. I will ſend him againſt the People of my 
Wrath. Chap. XIII. 3. I have' commanded my ſandified 
ones 3 I have call'd my mighty ones for mine Anger, &c. 
Chap. XX XIV. 5. My Sword ſhall be bathed in Heaven; 
it ſhall come down upon the People of my Curſe to Fudgment. 
Chap. X LI. 4. IT the Lord; the firſt and with the laſt, | 
arm he.” Chap. XLVII. 12. Hearken unto me, O Jacob; 
and iſrael, my called. I am he. I am the firſt; I al 
am the laſt. Chap. LI. 15. I am the Lord thy God. Chay. 
LV. 3. Iwill malle a ſure Covenant with you; even the ſure 
AMercys of David. Chap. LXII. 6. I have ſet Watchmen 
aubon thy Walls, O Jeruſalem ! Chap. LXIII. 3. I hav 
trodden the Wine-Preſs alone. Chap. LXV. 17. Kor behold 
create new Heavens and a new Earth. * 

So alſo, the Prophet Hoſea, in almoſt? his whole 
Book, ſpeaks in the Perſon of God, of which I ſhall 
not trouble the Reader wich more than three or four 
Inſtances. Chap. XI. 9. Iwill nat execute the Fierceneſs 
¶ mine Anger; for I am God and not Man. Chap. XII. 9. 
Jam the Lord th God, from the Land of Egypt. Cha. 
XIII. 4. 0 Death, I will be thy Plague! O.' Grave, I 
will he thy Peſtrafion. © Chap. XIV. 4. Iwill heal their Back: 
ſbeings: 3:1 will love them freely. So likewiſe in divers pla- 
ce in Mica: Chap. I. 5, 6. For the Tranſgreſſions of Ja- 
coh, and the Sins -of the Houſe. of Iſrael, Iwill male Sa- 
maria d an Hrap of the Field : and I will diſcover tit 
Foindutions teren. Chap, II. 12. 1 will ſurely aſſemble, 
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0 Jacob, all of thee : I will ſurely gather the Remnant 
of Iſrael. Chap. V. 2. Thou Bethlehem Ephratah, tho 
thou be little among the Princes of Judah; het ont of thee 
ſhall he came forth to me, who us to be Ruler in Iſrael. 
Chap. VI. 10. The Statutes of Omri are kept, and tte 
Works of the Houſe of Ahab; that I ſhould make thee a 
* Deſolation, and the Inhabitants thereof a Hiſſing. © 
And well may what is ſpoken, be ſpoken in the Perſon 
of God, whenGod is pleas'd to call it his ownMouth that 
ſpeaks it; as in Tſaiah Ch. XX XIV. 16. For my Mouth, 
fays the Lord, it hath commanded, Ch. LV II. 14. For the 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. And in Chap. XXX. 2. 
God does plainly own the Prophet's Mouth to be his; 
o to the rebellious Children; that walk to go down to E- 
gypt: and have not asd at my Mouth, In like manner 
is King Zedekiah charg'd, 2 Chron, XXXVI. 12. that 
be bumbled not himſelf a aggowrs "Iegepis vd TegpihTe, 
x in, Ses Kuęls, before the Face of Jeremiah + the 
Prophet, aud the Mouth of the Lord. back 
The third Exception that is made againſt their Man- 
ner of Speaking, is that of their ſpeaking, in the Perſon 
of God, to Themſelves; as, My Child, do thou thus, 
and thus; which ſome Men do think, was not God's 
way of communicating his Will to any one, in their on 
Perſon. But for this alſo, there are evident Proofs 
in the Scriptures, that God has done fo of old. in 
Iſa, Ch. XX. the Hiſtorian, the Writer of that Chap- 
ter, ſays thus; In the Tear that Tartan came unto Aſhdod, 
(when Sargon the King of Aſſyria ſent him) and fought againſt 
| Aſhdod, and took it : at the ſame time ſpake the Lord, *6 
| four Iſaiah the Son of Amos, ſaying, Go and looſe the Sac 
w_ from off thy Loins, and put off thy Shoes from off thy Fret, &c. 
dos that here is God ſpeaking to Jaiab by I/aiab's own 


4%, Mouth. Alſo in Jer. XXXVI. z. God fays to him, Take 
* 6 thee a Roll of 4 Book ; and write therein all theWords that Thave 
> polen unto thee, ess ox, againſt Iſrael and againſt Judah, 


from the Day that 7 ſpabe- unto thee,” egg oz. So that 
j ſa what, in divers places of the New Teftament, is ſal 
, tobe ſpoken of the Lord 94 lerelli, by Jeremiah the 
4 Prophet; is here ſaid to be ſpoken te him: ſo that, 
0 | 1 


Fo 
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as to this Prophet alſo, the Lord did, by him, ſpeak 
to ham. So Ezek. III. 26, 27, God ſays to the Pro- 
t, I will make thy Tangue cleave to the Raf of th 
hut b, that thou ſhalt be dumb : but when I ſpeak with 
thee, or to thee, mes or, I will open thy Mouth, So that 
God ſpake alſo, to this Prophet, by this Prophet 
own Mouth alſo. ; This 13 yet pla iner in Hoſes ; Hy, 1, 
2. A NN Kugin 61 ous 2; drs Rvges meg; "Now, 
The Beginning of the Word of the Lord by Hoſea, and the 
Lord ſaid unto Hoſea, So that it is here clear the 
Lord ſpake unto Hy/ea by Haſes. | 
The fourth Objection, as to their Manner of 
Speaking, is, that many timgs, what they ſay is ſo 
deliver'd (either as to the Slowneſs, or elſe thro the 
Interruption of the Agitations) that without the 
Help of the Writers, who take it down in writing, 
and read it-qver again to the Auditory, it wonld be 
antirgly loſt and uſeleſs. In anſwer to which, I offer, 
firft, that the Diſcourſes, which it pleaſes the Spirit 
to cauſe to he uttes'd in publick Aſſemblys, are ge- 
nerally very loud, clear, diſtinct, and uninterrupted ; 
and with juſt as much of Agitations, whether of the 
Head or the Lungs, as to ſhew that the Speakers are 
then under the Operation of the Spirit, and not 
ſpeaking their own words. But, at other times. it is 
confeſs d, that there does need the help of Writers, 
to ſave what is then ſaid, and to read it over for the 
edifying the Auditory. But who ſhall ſay to the Al- 
mighty, Why doſt thou ſo ? This is not agreeable 
to the Wiſdom of God. Who are Judges of his Ways? 
Tbe Reverend Dr. Blackal in p. 7. of his Lectures 


aforeſaid, lays it down for a Rule, that there is n0 ar- 


ging from the Wiſdom and Power of Men, ta the Wiſdom 
and Power of Gad. And the Apoſtle has told us, that 
the Fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than Men. If God will be 

acipully pleas'd, by viſiting the human Body wit 
Arie to deliver, to Mankind, his own Words; 
for aur Inſtruction, Warning or Conſolation; it i 
our Duty, nay our Happineſs, te take it 'any Way, 


that it can be regeir'd. Tho ch Union of the Hol 
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Spirit to the Body of the Speaker, do ſo overpower 
"I 22 to break the Sentences or Words; ſo tie at 


15 firſt, and without a little Uſę, the Hearers are not 
with ify'd' by it as pronounc'd, until it be read after- 

ward.' Tho ſych Objettors do forget how little the 
bet; Country People, that are unacquainted with Cathe- 
% 1, dial Set vice, do underftand of what is ſung, or even 

chanted by the Singers; altho that be of human In- 
the ſtitution, which ſhould always be in Obedience and 
the MW Conformity to that Rule of the Apoſtle, Let all things 

be done to Edification, But for an Anſwer to theſe Ob- 
jeftors, I would offer, that it is very manifeſt that we 
are, in like manner, beholden to the Amanuenſes of 
divers of the Prophets, for what we have of theirs, 
in the Scriptures ; tho we have the Name but of one 
of them, to wit, Baruch, who wrote Feremiah's Pro- 
phecys from his Mouth. 


Lord faid to Feremiah, Chap. XXXVL 2. Take thee 4 
Roll of 4 Book, and write therein all the Words that I have 
ſpoken unto thee ag ainſt Iſrael and againſt Judah 2 yet v. 4. 
we ſee Jeremiah call d Baruch the Son of Neriah. And 
Baruch wrote, from the Mouth of Jeremiah, all the Words 
of the Lord, which he had ſpoken unto him, upon a Roll cf 
-is et. So that from hence, and many other places 
a in the Book of Jeremiah, it is apparent, that we owe 
by that whole Book to Baruch's Pains and Care. It is 
* very apparent alſo, that the Book of Iſaiah was vrit- 
ten by an Hiſtorian ; who ſpeaks of the Prophet, all 

«> I along, in the third Perſon: as is moſt manifeſt in the 
_ I. II. VII. XIII. XX. XXVII. XXXVIIL XXXIX. par- 
„. | ficularly in that XXth Chapter before cited; where 
10 he, the ſaid Hiſtorian, ſays, In the Tear that Tartan 
at dme unto Afhdod, when Sargon King of Aſhria ſeat 
5 him, and fought againſt Aſhdod, and took it : At the ſame 
h time ſpabe the Lord by Iſaiah the Son of Amos, ſaying, Gs 
| and looſe the Sackcloth from off thy Loins, &c. And he 
> did ſo, walking naked and barefoot. Exekiel was indeed 
his own Hiftorian 3 and Daniel, of ſome part of his 
5 Propheys. The Book 4 Hoſea was compos'd, in 
part, 


It is yet more worthy to be obſery'd, that, tho the 
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part, alſo by an Hiſtorian, who, in the two firſt 
Chapters, ſpeaks of Hoſea in the third Perſon. But 
the Prophet Haggai's way all written by an Amanxen- 


ſis of Hiſtorian, So that it is no new thing, for the 


Wor:ls of Prophets, to be taken from their Mouths 
in writing. 517 1663, Slo you's 

But as theſe Objections are hut Velitations or Sxir. 
miſhes, compar'd to the Oppoſition againſt the thing 
it ſelf; ſo all theſe Anſwers are but of little moment, 
unleſs the Meſſage that theſe Meſſengers. bring, do 


carry the Divine Stamp upon it: And that is what in 


the next place is to be conſider'd; viz. both what 
are the Particulars of it, and how it agrees with the 
Written Word. 101 E10 f 1 To 2 
But before I preſent it to the Reader's Confidera- 
tion, I would take the freedom to ſay, that it is not 
every one that is a Judg, whether it come from God 
or no. We are told by the Apoſtles, 4#s XIII. 27, 
that they that dwelt at jeruſalem, and heard: the Voice of 
#he Prophets, that were read to them every Sabbath Day ; 
yet they knew not Chriſt, when he came: and that unto 
this day, at the reading of Moſes, there is à Veil upon the 
Hearts of that People, 2 Cor. IH. 14. Nay, and that, 
amongſt Chriſtians, the Natural Man cannot \ diſcern the 
things of the Spirit of God; but they are Fooliſhneſs td him, 
Therefore of ſuch who would judg aright, the Eye 
of the Underſtanding, ſhould he ſingle; not vitiated by 
any preconceiv'd Prejudice, or by an Inclination to 
oppoſe : but purg'd from all carnal Biaſs; and ma- 
king its Center to be the Glory of God. This with 
ſincere, ſecret Prayer to God, for his Guidance, vill 
be the ſure means of guiding them into the Truth. 
For the Father of Lights, that gives every good Gift; 
even his Holy Spit it to them that ask it; will not ſuffer 
any ſuch Seeker to go away aſham'd : as, if he fell into 
Deluſion, he muſt be. Indeed to ſuppoſe that ſuch a 
Seeker ſhould be left in Delufion, is, in effect, to 


ſuppoſe there is no God. For his Goodneſs muſt fail 


ram yet we know is from" everlaſting, and is over al 
s Works) his Truth muſt fail, who has ſo often ftil'd 
0 * himſelf 


_ > 
himſelf” 4 God hearing Prayer ; and who therefore re- 
quires us to pray without ceaſing, and even after putting 
on the whole Armour of God (whereby to withſtand, and 
quench, and overcome all the fiery Darts of Satan) 
requires us alſo to watch unts Prayer with all Perſeve- 
 rance : to pray alway with all Prayer and Supplication in 
the Spirit : as the Weapons whereby we are to over- 
come and prevail with God himſelf. And is ſuch a 
poor Soul (ſuch a happy Soul I might better have 
{aid) to be the Prey o the Devil? Where is the God 
ef. Iſrael, we may then juſtly;cry? : 

And here Ideſire to make uſe of this Occaſion, to 
anſwer an Aſſertion, which the Author of the Reply 
ij the main Argument of the Impartial Account of the Pro- 
pets makes ſuch great ado; withal, and magnifies ſo 
much, in his p. 8; i. e. That if God were ſo jealous of 

7 his Honour, as is by theſe Prophets pretended, as that he will 
of nt give his Honour to another, nor permit any blaſphemouſly 
* u ſpeak in his Name and Peron, nor ſuffer thoſe, who ſin- 

4 cerely and conſtantly. ſeek ts him, to fall into Deluſion ; why 
then did God ſuffer the Devil to ſet up bis Oracles, and ſuf- 
i fer his peculiar People, to offer their Sons and their Daughters 
* unto Devils * Or why ſhould you make 4 difficulty in ſup- 
poſing good Men to be given up to 4 Deluſion; when both 
ye Reaſon and Example confirm it? The beſt have many Sins 
4 n provoke God to deſert them, for a time at leaſt; and what 
/ may they then not fall into? Al Sin is a Deluſion. Some 
fall into Errors of Faith, others in Pratice. Do not Hypo- 
h cites mimick' Saints? Are not the higheſt Pretences to 
1 Uprightneſs, often found inſincere in this World? 

This new way of Arguing, or rather infinuating. 
by asking Queſtions, which he would have taken for 
granted as Maxims, is ſo unfair a way, that in many 
- them it deſeryes no other Anſwer but a Denial 
Ot it. SE | 5 * 
However, in anſwer I ſay, God did not ſuffer the 
Devil's Oracles, in any place where his own Worſhip 
was attended upon. It was the blind Heathens, even 
ſuch as, tho they ſaw the Works of his Creation and 
Providence, yet did not 505 him Cod, but chang 4 

2 : ms 
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ys David to his Son Solomon, 1 Chron. XXVIII. 9. 


their Idolatry, even that of worſhipping Devils, they 


2 
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his Glory into a Lye, a Nothing (for every Lol is ſuch) 
It was thoſe whom he gave up to 4 ſtrong Deluſion, to 4 
reprobate Mind, and to vile Aﬀe#ions. But there is no lu. 
chantment zy IaxaC, nor Divination in Iſrael. No; and 
where the Name and Doctrine of Feſus comes the 
Devil muſt fall from Heaven like Lightning, as to the 
Exerciſe of any ſuch Power. 

As for God's People, they had firſt apoſtatiz'd from 
him, and gone & whoring with their own Inventions, be- 
fore he gave them up to their own Hearts Luſts. For God 
never forſakes any, till they firſt forſake him. $ 


Tf thou ſeekeſt him, he will be found of thee ; but if tha 
forſakeſt him, he will caſt thee off for ever. But yet by 


own'd themſelves Creatures; dependant upon a ſupe- 
rior Being, tho they did not direct their Worſhip to a 
right Object. It is therefore not to be compar'd to 
the provoking Sin of calling one ſelf God, and ſpeak- 
ing in his Perſon ; ſaying with Lucifer, I will aſcend 
into Heaven : I will exalt my jelf above the Stars of God: 
Iwill aſcend above the height of the Clouds: I will be like 
the moſt High. None ſuch have fail'd of ww his 
Fate too, of being caſt down, and reſerv'd in everlaſting 
Chains under Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the Great 
Day. The Devil might indeed, in Delphos and Ammm, 
delude idolatrous Pagans, who had extinguiſh'd their 
natural Light ; but the very pretending to miracu- 
lous Powers, in Chriſt's Name, there where his Goſ⸗ 
was truly preach'd by the Apoſtles, the very cal- 
ing upon the Name of Jeſus in Exorciſm, had like 
to have coſt, the ſeven Sons of Sceve, dear, As XIX. 
14. Which is an Inftance in point, againſt him. 
And it is more than he can do, to give any one In- 
ſtance to the contrary, that is, of the Long - ſuffering 
of God, to thoſe who ſhould preſume to ſpeak in his 
As to what he ſays of Hypocrites, it is nothing to 
the purpoſe. Does the Hy pocrite aſſume the Perſon 
of God-? On the contrary, he wears God's _— 
e 


(53) 
ke honours Religion; he ſhews outwardly that he va- 
lues it, tho he cannot; thro Intereſt or other worldly 


[ 
2 Ends, come over to the ſincere Practice of it. 
0 In. As to his no Difficulty in ſuppoſing good Men to be given 


and % Deluſion, when both Reaſon and Example, as he ſays, 
the cfm it: According to his Definition indeed of De- 
the luſion, it may not be ſo yu Difficulty. For, he ſays, 
all Sin is a Deluſion, Very well! If ſo, then I hope 
our Ad verſarys are under a Poſſibility of Deluſion 
too, in their Oppoſition to this. For by the diſdain- 
ful Behaviour, of moſt of them that I have met 
with, relating to this Aﬀairz they do not ſeem to 
me to have thought it worth their while to inquire 
at the Throne ot Grace, the ſure. Oracle, whether 
this be from God, or no. I believe, however, that 
few of them have ſought God with that Earneſtneſs, 
and Waiting, and Frequency, upon this Subject, as 
thoſe have, whom, as yet, without aſſigning the De- 
luſion, they are pleas'd to call deluded. But further, 
we ſeem to have loſt the common and receiv*'d Uſe of 
Words, if we muſt call the being deceiv'd or miſ- 
taken, being deluded. If ſo, the Church of England 
may ſay the Diſſenters are under a Deluſion ; and 
the Diſſenters may ſay the ſame of the Church of 
ting land; and fo may every different Sett ſay of all the 
| reſt. It wants therefore, that they give us a true and 
logical Definition of this Word Deluſion, that they 


© If arc fo fond of. If it be a juſt one, I fear it will in- 
cu. MF clude themſelves. 8. | 
of. But his Reaſon, why God- ſhould give up Men to 
a. Deluſion, is by no means allowable. The beſt, ſays he, 


have many Sins to provoke God to deſert them, for a time at 
X.. The beſt Mens Sins are, Ido hope and believe, 
but only Sins of Infirmity. I eſchew'd my Wickedne/s, 
lays David : it is not They, that ſin of malicious Wicked- 
ng neo. And God does not deſert his Children for Sins 

| of Infirmity: no, an earthly Father does not. It is 
oaly the Stubborn, Rebellious, that we, who are evil, do 
diſinherit and leave to themſelves. Therefore this 
aſſertion is greatly unworthy of God, to charge him 

| E 3 | with 


4 


(4 
with ſuch a Readineſs to deſert his Children, even 
the beſt, as he tells us. 563 Ot 6 23 
. It is certain, if God once come to deſert any, even 
'S the very beſt (and that cannot be but for great Sits) 
their Efiate is forlorn. For if thoſe who have once 
taſted the Powers of the World to come, and have been made 
Partakers of his Spirit, come to fall away; (and that 
they muſt, in bigh degree, to be deſerted of God: 
it. is impoſſible jor them is be renewed again by Repentance, 
No, God does not deſert them; bis Spirit is ftill ftrj- 
ving with them; and his Prowdence bringing about 
means to awaken them, either by Affliction ar ſome 
other gracious Method. None dare to ſay that David 
was deſerted of God, for thoſe many months that 
paſs'd between his Sin and his Repentance of it. God 
may hide the Light of his Cbuntenance, and, in fact, does 
it, to many holy Squls, without Provocation, but for 
other wiſe Ends; and yet not withdraw his everlaſling 
Arm, nor the Guidance of his Angels, or of his Holy 
Spirit: For in many things he vouchfafes That to 
| thoſe, wha never call upon him. So that this Para- 
graph, and a great deal more ejuſdem Fearing, is but 
mere trifling ; the Propoſitions are not true, nor the 
100 Inferences fair. Fel 243 yer yan 45 -- 42 
ſl As for Mr. Maſon, it is manifeſt it was not a Delu- 
. ſion, but ſomething elſe. For it diforder'd his natu- 
ral Judgment; he was not ſui campot. The Notjons 
he had poſſeſs'd his Judgment withal, had fo far in- 
fluenc'd his Paſſions, his Fear, and Hope, and Love, 
and longing Expectation, that he could neither rea- 
ſon, nor talk, nor think of any thing elſe, even of 
thoſe things which, while we are in the Body, are 
our indiſpenſible Duty to think of; not to ſay it was 
the beginning of the Diſea ſe whereof he died. And 
they that follow'd him were under the Dominion of a 
horrible Dread (by. having intirely given up their 
| Judgments.to a Man of his Piety, and perhaps few 
i of them capable of examining the thing) which ope- 
lt rated as ſtrongly in them, as the other Paſſions did 
if ia him; for they all deſerted their Houſes, and their 
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But it ſeems, 


15 


natural Supports. So that this of Mr. Maſon is as im- 


properly brought in, for an Inſtance in this Caſe, as 


if it were a Tale out of E/op's Fables. But to return. 
That this World was created for the Glory of God, 
no Chriſtian will, or can deny; and that, wien it was 
all finiſh'd, God ſaw that it was all very good. Thegin 
of Man indeed brought ſuch a dark Cloud over it, 
made it ſuch a Chaos, that nothing leſs than infinite 
Wiſdom could bring. again Light out of that Darkneſs 
and which infinite Goodneſs was mow'd to do. An 
foraſmuch as Man, by his ſo great Fall, had intirely 
darken'd his Underftanding, and deprav'd his Will; 
ſo that, according to the proper Method of dealing 
with a free Agent, he muſt have been by degrees 
brought back to recover, in his Soul, the Lite of 
God- from which he was alienated 3: therefore did 
God, in his Foreknowledg, provide for the ſame ac- 
cordingly 5 in that, by his Son Feſus Chrift, dg div 
bringe, be made tbe Worlds, Heb. I. 2. plural, not in 
Coexiſtence and different in Locality; but plural in 
Succeſſion, according to the different Diſpenſations 
in which Man was to be train'd up; till he came a- 
gin to the State of glorifying God intirely, by his 
Liſe and Converſation, as he was intended for it, in 


bis Creation. 


Now of theſe Adee, the firſt was that, from the 
Fall to the Flood, in which Man was left to be gui- 
ded by thoſe Remains of the Law of God, at firſt 
written in the Heart, that were to be communicated 
from ane to another, of the Children of Men, and 
which probably were more right and pure, the 
nearer they were to the Head, that receiv'd them. 
Corruption ſo far prevail'd, by time, 
upon that wretched State; that we read that, toward 
the End of it, all the Imaginations of the Thoughts of 
Man's Heart were only evil, and that continually. Then 
God\branght an univerſal Judgment upon that World 
and ſwept away a rebellious Race, by a Deluge of 
Waters: 'by which the World that then was periſh'd, 2 Pet. 
III. 6. and then began — of che Ajdys5- 
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In the firſt Aly, that before the Flood, Mankind 
was govern'd, thoſe of them that were the Children 
of God (ſo far as we can judg from Adam, Abel, E 
meh, Noah) by immediate Communications from God; 
and the Wicked, that ſought not after God, left deſti- 
tute of all manner of Helps. But in this ſecond 
Ala v, Moſes tells us, Deut. XXXII. 8. that When the 
moſt High divided to the Nations their Inheritance : when he 
ſeparated the Sons of Adam; he ſet the Bounds of the Ny. 
tions (as the LXX read it) vr deine 222 
Oel, according to the Number of the Angels of God: t 
3s, he committed the Government of Countrys and 
Provinces to the Preſidency of Angels. So we find, 
that Feſbua ſaw over him an Appearance as of a Man, 
Chap. V. 14. who ſaid to him, As a Captain of the Hoſts 
of the Lord am I come, Alſo we read in Daniel, Chap. 
X. of the Prince of the Kingdom of Perſia ; and the Prinee 
of Grzcia 3 and Michael aur Prince. And Chap. XI. 
Michael the great Prince, that ſtandeth for the Children 
of thy People. And this was the manner of Gody 
Government of the World during the Diſpenſation 
of the Law.; which it ſelf was given by Angels, 
Heb. II. 2. and that was the firſt Diſpenſation of the 
fecand Adv. But when the Mefſtah came, and by his 
Blood, putting an end to the Diſpenſation of the 
Law, had brought us nigh unto God ; and given us 
- acceſs unto his Father: he himſelf then became, under 
a better Diſpenſation, our Mediator, and Interceſſor: 
and made his Angels, from thenceforth, to be only 
miniſtri & Spirits 3 ſeat forth to minifter for thoſe 
that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation; and in intire Subſer- 
viency to him: As the Author to the Hebrews ſays, 
(not as in the Engliſh Tranſlation; which is wrong, to 
wit, And again when he bringeth the firſi-begotten into the 
Warld, but) when again, or the ſecond time, be bringeth 
in the firfi-begotten into the World, be ſaith, Let all the An- 
gels of God warſhip him. Then began another Diſpen- 
ſation; which was to laſt till the end of that Aas. 
For ſo, when he went to Heaven, he promis'd to be 
With his Church z 7is lng xd rot, to * 

. Eo en 


(57 


end of that Aro, or World, if any pleaſe ſo to 

lit. 2. 

"The End of which two great Periods, viz. of that 
Diſpenſation, and that At, falling together (much 

ter than that of a Sabbath and a Paffover on the. 
ſame day, Mat. XXVII.) will be & high Day indee 
noleſs than that great and notable Day of the Lord. 

It is the great Unhappineſs of ſome, that they wall 
harden themſelves, by a Text which was ſpoken for 
their great Service, i. e. that the Son of Man ſhall come 
4 4 Thief in the Night;- ſo that they willingly rank 
themſelves among the Mockers, who ask'd, Where is 
the Promiſe of bis Coming? Which Coming, as 2 
Thief in the Night, is, in the Parable, well and juſtly 
expreſs'd by the Cry at Midnight. For that is a time 
when all are ſuppos'd to be aſleep. But to think that 
God, the Lover of his Creatures that he has made; 
and that knows whereof they are made, and remembers that 
they are but. Dujt; that has done ſo much to ſave them, 
of which the Sum is expreſs'd in giving his Sen to die 
for them; that God, who js Love it ſelf, ſhould come 
to the Deſtruct ion of this his Creature, without giv- 
ing him any notice of his Approach, or to eſcape his 
Wrath, is too hard a Thought- of that gracious and 
tender Being: and ſuppoſes him leſs merciful now, 
than in former times. The old World had their 
Preacher of Righteauſneſs, warning them for an hundred 
: aud twenty years, before God ſent the Flood upon that 
ly World of the Ungodly : and the Ninivites had forty days 
ſe Warning by Jonab. The Jews had, in Jgſiab's time 
2r- and his Son's, — years Warning (even from the 
8, thirteenth Year of his Reign, Fer. I. 2, 3. to the end 
to of the eleventh Year of Zedebiah's) before the De- 
he FW firuction' of the firſt Temple and City: And, in 
+ our Saviour's Time, they had forty years Warning 
n- again, from him and his Apoſtles, before the Deſtruc- 
N- tion of the ſecond Temple and City: And ſhall we 
. fhink that Predittian of our Saviour to be. literal, 
e that he will actually come upon us as a Thief in the 
1 Night, without any Warning? No, but the Cry 

44 at 
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at Midnight is a Parable, expreſly written for om 
Inſtruction therein; that is, the Warning of hy 
Coming. It is true indeed, that Cry, that Warning 
will be as little expected, as a Thief in the Night: 
but, that Warning being taken by ſome; to them, 
his Coming, be it when it will, will not be as 4 Thir 
in the Night. For they will have Oil in their Lamps, 
their Lamps trim'd, their Loins girt, themſelye; 
watching and ready to enter, and that is the end of 
the Warning; ſo that it is only to the wilful S. 

that his Coming will be 46 4 Thief in the Night, tho 
the Midnight Cry will be a Surprize to all. 
Our Lord has told us in his Goſpel, that the Kin. 
wom' of Heaven ir like' unto a Nobleman, that went tz 
take to himſelf a Kingdom ; and to return: and he has 
Alſo commanded: us to pray daily, Thy Kingdom come. 
Now that this Kingdom of our Lord is to be on'Earth, 
not only appears from the Parahle; ſaying, That, j. 
an recetuing the Kingdom, he was to return: but that 
Prayer alſo teaches us, of what Nature that King; 
dom is to be, That therein thy Will may be dine m 
Exrth, as it is in Heaven: We are told, in many places 
of Scripture, of a Kingdom and great Glory, that 


_ our Lord was to have from the Merit of his Suffer. 


' David ſays of him, Fſal. CX. 7. He will drink 
Brook y he Way : - therefore” fhall the lift up his Head. 


And, Iſa. LIII. 12. Therefore will I divide bim a Portim 
"with rhe Great, and he ſbulſ divide the Spoil with the Simm; 
Sree be has pour d du bis Soul' unto Death, &c. So the 
Apoſtle to the Philippians, Ch. II. 8, 9. tells us; that 
dur Lord Chriſt thunbled himſelf, and became obe lien 
uno Death, even the Death of the Croſc; wherefore Gal 
@lþ has highly exalted him, and given him a Name which 
i dhe every Nan, that at the: Name of Jeſus eve!) 
Knee "ſhall bow, and every Tongue. "confeſs that -Jeſus i 
Lord. And he himſelf told kis two Diſciples at 
Emma, Luke XXIV. 44. Tha it bebov'd Chriſt t 
cher, and to enter into this Glory. Now this Kingdom 
and Glory, we are ſpeaking of, cannot be meant of 


Tis Eternal Kingdom and Glory in Heaven: for the 
* 7 obtaining 
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obtaining of that there was no need for him to die: 
or he himſelf teſtifieth, John XVII. 5. That be bad 
that Glory,” with the Futher, before the World" was. And 
the Apoſtle tells us expreſſy, Heb. II. 9. That Jeſus, 
fr the Suffering of Death, was crown'd, or to be crown'd, 
with Glory and Honour; that is, in the Day, when he 
hall be reveal'd from Heaven: for St. Peter ſays, Aﬀs 
III. 21. till then, the Heavens muſt receive him, even un- 
til the Time of the Reſtitution of all Things, © 
And here the Reader muſt excuſe me a ſhort Ani- 
madverfton upon the aforeſaid Author of the Careat 
4zainſt New Prophets; who upon that "Text, until the 
Time of Reftitution of all Things, has, in pag, 19. of big 
Sermon, given us this his learned Obſervation, Tha 
this Text i grofly miſtaken, notwithſtanding ' that tic pre · 
mel © to, be "given us by Inſpiration; for, ſays he, that 
which we tranflate the Time of the Reftiturion of all 
Things; fignifys only, when all things "ſhall be conſumma- 
ted ; So that Chrift is to continue in the Heavens, till the 
Time that ail Things ſhall be compleatly *fiiſh'd, that were 
predicted, by the Prophets, from the Beginning of the Warl; 
as any Man will agree that underſtands the Original, cite 
in the Margin. [N. B. He has quoted the Greek Text, 
in his Margin. | ' Right Sir, I agree with you, that 
any Man that underſtands the Greek no better, may 
be of your Mind in this Interpretation. But it re- 
mains, that I ſhew the honeſt Reader, that if this 
Author does -underftand the true ſenſe of the Words, 
he has wreſted their ſenſe to ſerye an Hypotheſis ; or 
if otherwiſe, that he muft go and learn the Original 
Languages of the Scriptures a little better. I baye 
given ſome Inſtances of this before, and ſhall do more 
. 218 

I haye read it in Print (I need not quote my Au- 
thor) that if the Diſſenters underſtood the Critick 
of the Bible, they would not diſſent from us. It is 
not my Buſineſs to anſwer for the Truth of that 
Conſequence, nor to affirm what the Antecedent 
r viz, that they do not. But when occaſion 

ers 


it ſelf, it is a Debt due to Truth and thoſe 
| Writings, 
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Writings, to keep in order, by the Critick of them 

any aſſuming, politive Determiner, when he appears 
upon Paper, how ſafe ſoever he may think himſelf 
while in Cathedra, where there is no body to oppoſe 
him. To demonſtrate to the Reader that ama 
Taru, Which is a Verbal from amrxebicyw (and the 
obſolete Verb amaxalizzrw, which occurs but once in 
the New Teftament) is not a Conſummation, as this 
learned Author affirms to us; I would defire the 
Reader to turn to the firſt Chapter of the 44, 
where he will find the Diſciples asking our Lord, 
in ver. 6. ei 27 1 Ygovp Tf Smeg vis TH Back 
Aticty Ty Iogana; Lord, doſt thou at this time reſtore the 
Kingdom to Ifrael? Can any Man conceive that They 
(who themſelves declar'd, Luke XXIV, 21. that they 
truſted that it was He, that was to have redeem'd Iſrael, 
who were then under a foreign Yoke) ſhould ask him 
ſuch an impertinent Queſtion, as Lord, wilt thou at 
thus time conſummate, bring to an end, and deftro 

the Kingdom of Iſrael ? {ide that, there is falſe 
Grammar alſo in ſuch an Expoſition; for the Origi- 
Lis to Iſrael, and not of Iſrael, which makes it yet 
rther Nonſenſe. Further, the Queſtion it ſelf, 
without that falſe Grammar, would haye been yet 
more impertinent, becauſe there was no ſuch King 
dom then in being, for to be conſummated, or put an 
end to. But to give him another Inſtance : When 
St. Luke tells us, Chap. IX. 21. That, at our Lord's 
Transfiguration in the Mount, there talk'd with 
him Moſes and Elias; who appear'd in Glory, and ſpake 
fo bim of his Deceaſe, which he ſhould accompliſh at ſeruſa- 
lem; and our Lord, hereupon, warns his Diſciples 
that were preſent, not to ſpeak of it till after he was 
dead and riſen again : This they could not under- 
ſtand; and therefore they ask him, How is it that the 
Scriptures ſay Elias muſt firfl come? To which our Lord 
anſwers, Elias truly ſhall firſt. come, and vnra rag ice 


 advre, we Ignorants have tranſlated, a reſtore all 


things. But to make it an Untruth in Fact, this Au- 


hor would haye it tranſlated, Elia verily cometh, and 
| * re © pe US — So 0 conſumma· 
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wnſummateth all tings, fulfilleth, putteth an end to all 
things. And accordingly our Lord having thereupon 
affirm'd, That Elias was already come, it muſt have 
follow'd, that he had conſummated all things; ſo that 
our Lord needed not have ftaid till he was upon the 
Croſs, to have ſaid that word it is finiſh'd, for that 
Elis had done all that before, Wxarino: mdrm 5 
$ alſo the Evangeliſt, in the Parable of the wither'd 
Hand, tells us, dN , it was reſtor d whole. It 
is time now for a while to leave this learned Ex- 
pounder of the Original; but Eft mibi ſepe vocan- 
dus ad Partes. 

In the next Aua, the Angels will not be ſo much 
25 miniſtring Spirits to Men; for nothing ſhall then 
deſtroy nor hurt in all my Holy Mountain, ſaith #he Lords 
There will be no need of their Miniftry in the Au 


into that worſe than Mahometan Error, that the ſaid 
Author of the Caveat has done, in aſſerting the Pa- 
radifical State, The new Heavens and the new Earth, to 
be after the final Judgment; and conſequently a 
new Creation, and conſequently alſo Eternal, altho 
material, and, as material, to be meaſur'd by time, 
eternal time (here is a fine parcel of Abſurditys to- 
gether, and there are indeed many more behind, 
43 which are the natural Conſequences of this pot beſis, 
all which I ſhall clear upon him) I ſay, the Apoſtle, 
& left any one ſhould think thus of the next *Awy, be 

expreſly calls it 244d, the habitable World, te DS 
les s chat God has not put the g:xupirn H the Word 

to come, under the Angels, tho u this preſent Ata they 


he Cys and Grace. 

The Harveſt, ſays our Lord, is the end of the World, 
this preſent World, this At, not the final Judg- 
'7 ment: it is then that the Angels ſhall do their laſt 52 
cet, ſhall gather the Tares in Bundles, and caſt them into 
17 the Fire, Our Saviour expreſly tells us, z . i Ww 
Th GUYTRAG vd αι˖i . Teirs, Mat. XIII. 40. So ſhalli is 


K be in the end of this Au, this World. Which that it is 


not 


that is to come. Which, leſt any one ſhould fal 
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rie the Miniſters of his Judgments, as well as Mer- 


not tlie end of the World, and Conſummation of 20 
things, is manifeſt, Firft, from this, that in the nen 
Verſe it is explain d, that the Angels ſhall then g. 
tber out of hi Kingdom all things that ſhall offend, ay 
that do Iniquity. Secondly, That tho the word 
Hurveſt be much us'd by the Prophets of old, yet 
neither by them, nor in the New Teſtament, dog 
it any where lignity the final Conſummat ion. 1; 
not the treading of the Winepreſs ſaid, in the Re 
velations,' Ch. XIV. 15, 16,17, 18. to be after the 
Harveft ? and yet none have ever interpreted even 
the treading of the Winepreſs to be the laſt Judg 
ment; much leſs can the Harveſt then be ſo inter. 
preted. No, this Harveſt is the Period of Time, to 
which ſo many Metaphors and Alluſions in Scripture 
do refer, and concenter in (even from Erich! the ſe. 
venth from Adam) when he will thus burn up the 
Tares ; when he will thyowiy purge his Flor; when 
He will hew down every Tree, that does not bring forth gud 
Fruit; when he will bring forth thoſe his Encmys, that 
would not that he ſhould reign over them, and | make then 
to be ſlain before him; when every Man: that will not ben 
that Prophet, whom ioſes foretold of, and promis d, 
ſhall be deſtroyd; when he will proceed on to tread the 
Winepreſs of the Fury of Almighty God, and his Tight>Hand 
hall teach him terrible things: when the Hain of the Lord 
ſhall be mam: when he will ride on with his Sword upon 
his Thigh, conquering and to conquer; and his Arrows ſhul! 
Rick faſt in the Hearts of his Enemys : when a Fire ſpall 
£0 before him, and burn up his Enemys on every Side: when 
they ſhall be as the Chaff, and the Smoke, before the 
Wind : when he ſhall daſh the Nations together in Pieces 
like a Potter's Veſſel, and ' break them with a Rod of Iron: 
when he ſhall rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, and an 
horrible Tempeſt upon the Wicked : when he ſhall make bis 
Enemys as a fiery Oven, in the time of his Anger : when 
he ſhall ſwallow them up in his Wrath, and the Fire de- 
wur them; and deſtroy their Seed from off the Earth, 
From among the Children of Men: when that Day ſhall 
come that ſpull zurn as an Oven, © and all the Wicked ſpall 
rr as AS 
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Aa further Proof, that that general Deſtruttion of 
1 the Wicked, that will be upon the Face of the Earth, 
vill not be the final judgment, let us confider the 
4. proceſs of that final Judgment-Day ; and we ſhall 
ind, that firſt there is to be a Reſurrection of all the 
Dead, Good and Bad. Now we are affur'd by the 
Apoſtle, that the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firft, be- 
fore the Wicked ſhall either be judg'd, or even be 
ns d: For that noble Diſcourſe, in the 15th Chap- 
ter of the iſt of Corinthians, is only the Deſcription 
of the Reſurrection of the Juft, and not of the 
Wicked. The Text ſays, 4s in Adam all died, ſo in 
Chrift ſhall. all be made aliuc; but every one in his on 
Order, - Firft Chriſt, then they that are Chriſt's, at hi 
Coming- : After that, - cometh the End; when he ſhall have 
gruen u the Kingdom to God, even the Father : for he muſt 
reign; till be hath put all Enemys under his Feet, Theſe 
Words:do ſhew, that they that are Chrift's, are to 
de made alive at his Coming. Now that this is, 
when he comes to take to himſelf his great Power, 
and to reign, to enter into his Kingdom, appears b 
the next Words; that he muſt reign (which Reign mu 
be after his Coming to reign) fill he ſhall have put 
ien all Rule, and all Authority and Power. And then, 
and not till then, he muſt give up the Kingdom to the Fu- 
ther: and when he does ſo, then cometh the End, For 
tho in the Engliſh we read thus, They that are Chrift's 
4 bis Coming, then cometh the End: yet this is a Miſtake 
in the Tranſlation, and ſuch a Miſtake as greatly al- 
ters the ſenſe of the Words : for by being ſo rendred, 
it ſeems to affirm, that at Chriſt's Coming, then, of 
at that time, cometh the End; whereas the word is 
«Te, Which truly and properly fignifies after that, at 
any diſtance of time: and that is the conſtant Sig: 


1 of it, throughout the Neu Teſtament. 
this 


give one plain and full Inftance thereof, becauſe 
Matter requires it; in Mark IV. 28. our Lord 
lays, The Earth bringeth forth firſt the Blade, &7& 
TW wv, are Thien dio z TH cut, after that 
the Ear, and after that the full Corn in the Ear, and 

1 not 
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not all of them juſt, one upon the other. It does 
there, in each place, ſignify afterward: and there, 
fore it muſt have the ſame ſignification in this Text 
of Chriſt's Coming, then cometh. the End; that is, 
after that; to wit,atter Chriſt has reign'd upon Earth, 
and ſubdu'd every Enemy, and given up the Kingdom 
to the Father, then ſhall the End be. 

And now having ſhew'd, that theſe Warnings, now 
given to the World, tho they are of immediate and 
univerſal deſolating Judgments of God (For as hi: 
therto Heaven has been his Throne, the Hahita- 
tion of his Holineſs; and Earth his Footſtool; ſo 
now ſhall he make the Earth his Throne, the Habi. 
tation of his Holineſs, and his Tabernacle among 
Men; and his Enemys his Footſtool) yet theſe Wat. 
nings are not of che. final Judgment, accompanying 
the intire Conſummation of all things; nor are, by 
thoſe who utter'd them, underitood or intended to 
be underſtood as ſuch. This may ſuffice for Anſwer 
to the Sermon lately preach'd before the Judges, iu. 
titled, The Danger of uninſpir d Prophecys. For the 
Preacher thereof goes all along upon one Subject, 
to wit, the laſt Judgment, and theſe Warnings upon 
another thing ; ſo that they are not ſpeaking upon 
the ſame Subject. But even if this Warning had 
had reference to a final Judgment, his Arguments 
againſt the Publication of it, as that ſuch News 
would diſcourage Men from following their Induſtry, 
or carrying on their Trades, and Buildings, and Ma. 
nufactures, and the like, are ſomewhat unuſual, which 
however may be the more excuſable in a Fattory- 
Chaplain. He has ſhown ſome reading, indeed in the 
Mahometen Scriptures, the Alxoran; but if he had 
read ours more alſo, probably we might not have been 
ſo wide in our Judgments. | g 

But to return to the remaining part of this Meſ- 
ſage; as it has a dark Side to one ſort, ſo it has 2 
bright Side to another ſort of People, even to theſe 
that wait for our Lord's Appearance, when he ſball 


be reveal'd from Heaven: which tho hitherto not 
$6 8 known 


1 


known, even to the Angels in Heaven, in his time“ 
e ſhall ſhew who is the only Patentate, King of Kings. 
But ſure there are no wag 6 in Heaven for him to 
be King over. Did not the Voice tell St. John, at 
the ſounding of the ſeventh, Trumpet, that the 
Kingdoms of the Earth are become the Kingdoms of our Lord 
ad Saviour Feſus Chriſt * And does not Daniel tell us, 
that the Kingdom and Dominion under the whole Heaven 

be given to the Saints of the moſt High * Ts not he to 
have the Heathen for his Inheritance, and the uttermiſt 
parts of the Earth for bis Poſſeſſton ? 1s not his Dominion 
ta be. from the one Sea to the other, and from the Flood un- 
ta the World's End? Is not Mount Sion to be the 7+y of 
the whole Earth? and is not Feruſalem call'd the City of 
the great King? What King can that be, but this 
King of Glory? Who when he is ſat down in this his 
Kingdom of Glory, then ſhall alſo bis twelve Apoſtles fit 
on Thrones, judging, that is, governing the twelve Tribes 
of Iſrael. Sure, this is not Work to be done in 
Heaven, and toallEternity. In the mean time, as 
was before obſerv'd, the Heavens muſt receive him, he 
was to ſit at the right Hand of the Majeſty on high, till 
bis Enemys were made bis Footſtool, And the Apofties, 
after. his Death many Years, waited for his Coming 
again; they waited, that he ſbould be reveal'd from 
Heaven, to tube Vengeance, in flaming Fire, of all that 
would not obey him: according to the various Pre- 
ditions of him; That of Moſes, Whoever would not 
hear him, that Chriſt, that Prophet, ſhould be deftroy'd : 
and according to the various Prophecys of the Royal 
Prophet, who magnihcently proclaim'd his Throne, 
his Dominion, to reach over all, to the utmoſt Cor- 
ners of the Earth ; That he ſhould fit down and 
reign in the Throne of his Father David over Iſrael, and 
over all the Kingdoms of the Earth, for ever and 
ever. To this his Glory, the Glory of his Power, 
to be manifeſted on the. Earth, all the Prophets, 
from the beginning of the World to his Appearance 


in the Fleſh, did bear witneſs. This great Day of 
the Lord, the King, was not to come, not in. the 
F Days 
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Days of the Apoſtles ; for they look'd for it, and left 
upon Record, by the Direction of the Holy Spirit, 
the Expectation of his ſecond Coming to judg the 
Earth, as a Doctrine to be preach'd to all Nations, A 
Dottrine exciting all, and warning all thatare Un- 
godly, to prepare to meet that ſalemn great Audit, 
of the judg of the Secrets of all Hearts. This great 
Day of his Coming in the Clouds, and calling the 
Jews and all Nations, and pouring down the Streams 
of his righteous Vengeance upon rebellious Man; 
This great Day is clearly diftinguiſh'd from the 
Final End and Diftin&ion of all things, when Time 
ſhall be no more ; This great Day of his judging in 


| Righteonſneſs, and eftabliſhing his Government in 


Holineſs; and by the Edg of his Sword, the two- 
e1g'd Sword out of his Mouth, That Spirit that will 
conſume all Oppoſers, and will fanctify all ſubmif- 
five Meek of the Earth: This great Day of his wip- 
ing off the Reproach of his antient People, and of aveny- 
ing the Blood of his Saints and Prophets, ſhed in all 
Ages: This great Day isdeclar'd ſuch as will be far 
from deſtroying that World, which God diſplay'd his 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and Power in creating; for, 
in the very ſame Paſſages of Holy Writ that draw 
out the awful Proſpect, and repreſent the terrible 
Majefty of that Day, it is added, that it will be only 
the Perdition of ungodly Men : it will he the reftoring 
the Creatures, the inferior Creatures, from the 
Groans of their Oppreſſion and Sufferings, thro the 
heavy weig'.t of Man's Sin; it will be the eſtabliſhing 
of the World, according to David. All the Creation 
ſhall ſing; the Jews and the Gentiles, all fincere- 
hearted, all that bow the Knee to him, ſhall join in 
melodious Anthems of Praiſe and Celebration, join d 
with the Angelick Choir, You fee the Angels that 
are to bring down and execute this Counſel of the 
moſt High, when his Hour is come; They proclaim 
Matters of joyous Adoration, they bring down with 
them the everlaſting Goſpel, of which [ have before 
ſpoken. Now who is it, that can ſay, that (accord- 
mee Cs... | : _ 
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ing to the Commiſion of our. Saviour to his Apo- 
ſties, who can alledg) the Goſpel has been preach'd 
to all Nations? Who can ſay, that his Floor has been 
thorowly purg'd, and the Chaff burnt up with un- 
quench ible Fire? Who can ſay, that hitherto our Lord 
has ful fil'd the Prophecy, that he wis to deliver Iſrael 
from all their Enemys ? Who can ſay, that he has yet 
remembred his Covenant to Jacob? Who can ſay, that 
he has taken into his everlaſting Compaſſion that re- 
— People, rejected for a Vime, that he might 
ave Mercy upon them, and all the World, the more 
remarkably? n | | 
This then, being written of him, muſt needs be 
fulfil'd. At length be has remembred his Oath, ſworn 
unto the Patriarchs: at length he has Compaſſion ot 
the old Olive-Iree. The Gleanings that remain ſhall 
be gather d, and the Nation encreas'd, He will verify 
the reft of his Words remaining upon Record. His 
Truth cannot fail: and all Nations muſt be baptiz'd. 
They muſt be baptiz'd with the Holy Ghoſt. They 
muſt be call'd; and all things gather'd into one; one 
God, one Law; one Spirit, one Hope, one Fold un+ 
der one Shepherd. Seeing then the Truth of God 
cannot fail, what marvel is it, that theſe things are 
now more plainly denounc'd ? He gives not account“ 
of the Reaſons of his Counſel, in- calling ſome rather 
than others, to be the weak Inftruments in his Hand : 
to confound the Learning of the Wiſe z ſince the 
World by human Wiſdom cannot know God, . not 
know ſo much as to love. The Words of Men drop 
and fall to the Ground, they can do nothing upon a 
Heart wedded to divers Luſts and Paſſions, ſerving, 
being in Slavery to Tyrants innumerable of their 
own- making. Nothing then, but that Spirit that 
quickens the Dead; nothing but the Miniftration of 
Life ; nothing hut the Power of him that rais'd 
Chriſt from the Dead; nothing but what was once 
ptomis'd, the Diffution of the Holy Ghoft, can call 
all Nations, and unite them all under one Head. 
No Force of Man can do it, Outward Violence 
7203 | F 2 changes 
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changes not the Soul. To form the Peace of hy. 
man Societys, is all that the Government of Men can 
arrive to: but, to change the Soul, to take a ſink- 
ing Clod; and breathe into it the ſpiritual; angelick 


Life, this alone comes from him, who turns the 


Heart, and can pierce it (tho it were of Flint) that 
can melt it doun with his Fire, his cleanſing, his pu- 
rifying Flame. This is the way God has, from A. 

es, determin'd to ſhew his extended Mercys to 

en. This is now tender'd ; he ſurprizes none; he 
calls firſt: wilful Contempt alone will expoſe to the 
other part of his declar'd Counſel. For the Word 
of God cannot be fulfil'd, without his appearing 
with the great and broad Sword of his Almighty Hand: 


without the Lord of Hoſts ſending his heavenly 


Armys, and imploying the Hbfts of his inferiour Crea- 
tures, to avenge his Cauſe. With Fire, Blood and 
Smoke, will he plead with all Fleſh. He will indeed 
pour his Holy Spirit upon all Fleſh ; but he vill ft 
tit as a Refiner's Fire. He will try, and ſearch, and 
purge away the Drofs with his irreſiſtible Might, 
Theſe are the Things ſpoken vf-by the Prophets 
and the Time of their fulfilling, tliis Meſſage does 
declare to be at hand: That the ſet time of it is 
come: That we fhall know it by the Diffaſjon of the 
Spirit. In the mean 'time thofe that are wiſe will 
conſider, and recollect, and reflect upon themſelyes, 
whether they be in a condition to attend this Hea- 
venly Bridegroom, that is — his Feaft of fat 
things for all Nations: they will conſider whether they 
| Rand before God, a conſuming Fire. 

- Art as this their Meſſage is agreeable to the 
Scriptures, the Word of God throughout; ſo alſo is 
it Agreeable to God's Equity and Goodneſs, and to 
his conſtant Proceeding, by the Prophets, to fore- 
warn of 'impending Judgments. - There is none elſe 
has Power to declare, what he intends, and deter- 
mines in his Counſel, to do. The ordinary Mini- 
ſters have it not given them. Whom then ſhould God 
warn the World by, but by Perſons extraordinarily 
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commiſſion'd ? Thus the old World was warn'd by 
Noah, that Preacher of Righteouſneſs, And how, but by 
Warning of the Judgment univerſal ? What other 
Eyidence was there of thoſe approaching Torrents, 
but his Voice, and his Belief of them, evinc'd by 
building the Ark, at God's Command? But the World 
would not hear; and fo we read of its being delug'd 
with Water. But we alſo read of this World's be- 
ing reſerv'd unto Fire, againſt the great Day of the 
Lord: which great Day of the Lord is not de- 


ſcribd to be the Deſtruttion of the World, as com- 


monly conceiv'd; but ſuch a great Day, wherein all 
things ſhall be ſhaken, and all things chang' d. And 
the Teſtimony of allthe Prophets concerning God's 
calling all Nations before him to judg them, is de- 
ſcribd ta be the eftadlifbing of the World, that is to en- 
dure for ever. Therefore David — all the 
Creation, all the Creatures, Animate and Inanimate, 
to expreſs their Gladneſs. This was the Theme, 
which he fo loudly calls upon every Creature to re- 
— in. But as the certain time was not ſo diſtinet- 
y ſet forth to Ages preceding; and as the ordinary 
Miniſtry have no Commiſſion to declare theſe 8 
he that reſerves the Times in his own hands, he 

cares it in a manner ſutable to the direful Solemnity 
of this Day, not a natural Day. The Apoftle Bays, 
The Day of the Lord, the Day of manifeſting his Glo- 
ry on Earth, was not immediateiy to come in his Time © 
for there muſt come 4. Falling away firſt from the Truth. 
Then follows, after thoſe Words of his a Deſcription 
of the Falſe Prophets, which ſhould have corrupted 


the World, whom the Lord, at his Coming, is to con- 


ſume, with the Sword of his Mouth, even the Spirit 
of God, the Eternal, Self- exiſting, Almighty and 
Glorious Spirit, When the Son of Man cometh, ſhall he 


find, Faith upon Earth Not the common Hiftorical 


Faith, but a Faith of his Coming. What then, but 
the Almighty Creator of all things out of nothing, 
an create new Heavens and new Earth out of nothing; 
out of no Faith make the 'Knowledg of God, in his 
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Dominion over the Souls of Men immediately, yr 


this Earth ? ' 


I no come to conſider the next thing by me Pro: 


pos d, to wit, the Books of Prophetical Warnings, 


and here how eaſy it is for critical and captious Spi- 


rits to find Contradictions where there are none. 
The Holy Scriptures themſelves have many ſeeming 
Contradictions, as our Lord's preaching Peace, and 
the quiet taking of Injurys, in one place; and in 
another place, ſaying, he came not to bring Peace 


but a Sword. They who write or ſpeak by the Spi- 


rit of God, do it with great Simplicity, regardin 
the Effence and Subſtance of Divine Truth, — 
not the Niceneſs of Terms. Divine Truths ſhould be 
reud and canſidet'd, ſays the devout Thomas of Kemph,, 
with the ſame Spirit by which they were indited. At leaft 
with a ſingle Eye; for, to an evil Eye they look, as 
the Cloud that guided the Hraelites, did to the Egy- 

ans ; tho it was all Light to the former, yet to the 

atter it was ll Darkneſs and Confuſion 3 which is 
the Occaſion of the Necęſſity that now lies upon me 
to defend the Printed Warnings. And here, Eat 
5 Criſpinus, our Author of the Caveat againſt New 

rophets ; who upon theſe Words in Mr. Marions, that 
the Goſpel is ſo. ſpniÞ4 as that we muſt baue it quite new, 
would fain, in pgg. 22. conclude him within the Apo- 
Rie's — as preaching another Goſpel. But it 
is plain, a thing may be renew'd, and yet continue 
the ſame; the Ruſt or Filth, or whatever defiles it, 
being taken off from it. Do nut the Apoſtles, does 


not our Saviour ſay, he brings us a new Command- 


ment, to love ane another? which yet, he alſo ſays, was 
an Old Commandment; but was ſo gloſs'd away, as to 
bhe Power and Life of it, as that no more appear'd 
f its Beauty, Therefore our Lord poliſh'd-it ; and 
E his Gloſſes ſet it in a true Light. So that none, 
but thoſe who, ſince that time, have had a hand in 
corrupting the good old Goſpel, by handling it de- 
©extfully, need tg. reſent the reſtoring it to its Pur 
Fifty by the Power of che Holy Spirit, os 


3 
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This fame Author has, in ſeveral places, told us, 
that Inſpiration ceas'd ſoon after the Apoſtles. Days; 
ſo that we, from thenceforth, had no other way of 
knowing any more of the Will of Heaven.. He fur- 
ther tells us, in pag. 22. of the Anathema at the End of 
the Revelations, againſt ſuch as ſhould add to that 
Book; which he thinks, a fortiori, will affact thoſe 
that ſhall add any more inſpir'd Writings . to: the Bi- 
ble, For, ſays he, if it be dangerous to add to that par- 
ticular Prophecy, it muſt be much more ſo, to add to that 
Cann which our Lord has declar d to be finiſpd. Has our 
Lord declar'd it out of Inſpiration ? For Inſpiration, 
according to him, did ceaſ: long before the time, that 
we ſhall prove the Canon of Scripture was finiſh'd and 
fix'd. I ſhall ſhew him that this very Book of the Re- 
velations was not of the Canon of Scripture, till for- 
ward in the fourth Century. It was not in the Canon 
in, Euſebius s time; ſome Churches approv'd of it, 
ſome did not. So that either our Lord has eftabliſh'd 
the Canon of the New Teftament ſince the fourth 
Century; and conſequently, according to him, after 
all Inſpiration ceas d: or elſe, in his Aﬀertion, that 
our Lord had declar'd the Canon of the Scriptures to 
be finiſh'd, he . muſt own himſelf to be miſtaken. 
And indeed I could, and perhaps ſhall, collect for 
him a Bead-roll of ſuch Aſſertions, out of this bis 
Elaborate Work, that are juſt of the ſame Authority 
and Credit. . | 

It is a ſhrewd Obſervation that he makes indeed, 
that of the three Years that were for compleating 
mighty things, there is above one already paſt. Bur 
he forgets that that ſame Reproach lay upon Mah, for 
an hundred and nineteen Years, eleventh- Months, 
and ſome Days: and yet God was true to his Word, 


to a day, to the ſorrow of thoſe Scoffers; as he will 


be to thoſe of theſe days, that ask, Where is the Pro- 
miſe of his Coming ? And here theſe Words natu- 
rally occaſion my animadverting upon another Expo- 


ſition of this Author's. St. Peter tells us, in the Ads, 


Chap, II, (reciting the words of Joel) In the laft days, 
2 F 4 ſays 
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ſays Ged, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all Flefi, Non 
ſays this Author, theſe laſt Days of St. Peter, the 
Prophet Joel has explain (by an extraordinary Pre, 
ſcience_without doubt, for he liv'd ſeveral hundred 
Years before St. Peter ſpoke them) for, ſays he, Joels 
Expreſſion is afterward, and that is as the Key to 
St. Peter's laſt days. Now this afterward jignifies, after 
the Bleſſings that he, viz. Joel, # ſpeaking of in Ch. II. 
are full d; the temporal Bleſſings there promis d: and this 
was ſometime after the Babyloniſh Captivity. Cujus Con 
trarium veriſſimum eft. But now if I would ſurely know 
what St. Peter meant by the laſt Days, I would rather 
take his own Expoſition of them than 7ee/'s, that 
-liv'd ſo many hundred years before him: and He 
tells us elſewhere, 2 Pet. III. 3. that in the laſt days 
there ſhould come Scoffers, ſaying, Where is the Promiſe of 
his Coming © Now ] conceive it will follow from hence, 
that either theſe Scoffers liv'd alſo about the time 
of the Day of Pentecoſt (according to the Senſe that 
this Author is pleas'd to put upon the ſame Words of 
St. Peter, the laſt days) or elſe that thoſe laſt Days, 
when God will pour out his Spirit Upon all Fleſh, are 
the ſame time when the Scoffers will fay, Where is the 
Promiſe of his Coming? The Reader will uſe his own 
Freedom in judging. However, this Author ſeems 
inclinable enough to come over to'a ſort of Apocaly 
rical Millennium, one of his own Invention, if he | 
but get over that obvious Query, How it muſt begin 
before that Cereratim paſſes away. Here again a little 
of the Critick would have help'd him over the 
ſtile; he might then have known that Teva does: fig- 
nify Gens, Natio, as well as Generatio or A*wvum : and 
ſo the untying this Gordian Knot will be very eaſy, In 
Luke XXI. 24. our Lord is ſetting forth the Deſola- 
tion of the Jews, in a moſt large and terrifying man- 
ner; That that People ſhould fall by the Edge of the Sword, 
and be led captive into all Nations, and ſerufalem trod un- 
der foot, till the Times of the Gentiles be fulfil d; and du- 
ring thoſe Days there ſhall be great Tribulation, for they are 
the Days of Vengeance and after, or towards the * 3 
; - p * . 7 
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1414 Tribulation, Mat. XXIV. 29. there. ſhall be Signs in 
ge Heaven, and on Earth Diſtreſs of Nations with Per- 
plexity ;, and ſo goes on, and at laſt ſays, This Genera- 
tin ſhall not paſs away till all this be ful d. Now let 
us look out into the World, and ſee if we can find 
the other Nations of thoſe days. Where are the 
Elamites, the Cappadocians, the Parthians, Bythinians, or 
many other their cotemporary Nations, Which are pe- 
ed, and their Memorial is periſui d with them ? But yet, 
thro aud after all theſe Miſerys meation'd, that were 
to befall the Jews, greater than any other Nation 
ever indur'd, the Jews are ſtill preſerv'd, they have 
continu'd a People, in verification: of that Promiſe 
of our Lord: That tho they are ſcatter'd over the 
tace of the whole Earth, that tho they are, as the 
Prophet Hoſea foretold of them, without: 4 King, wit 
out 4 Prince, without a Sacrifice, without an Image, wit h- 
out an Ephod, without Teraphim ; yet they ſhall fill be 
a People, and ſhall never be extinguiſh'd by all the 
Attempts, Perſecutions, Maſſacres, that ſhall befal 
them: yet ſtill this Generation, this Nation of the Jews, 
ſhall not paſs, away, nor be extinct, before all theſe gra- 
cious Promiſes, there made to them, ſhall be fulfu'd. 
I am fearful of nauſeating the Reader with tha 
Author of the Caveat 3. and ſo I ſhall, upon this H 
bring him forth but this once: and it is to charge 
him with a Crime which others may Fab, a Name to. 
In 5. 35. he gives, as an Inſtance of a certain Per- 


ſon's being a falſe Prophet, That he had deliver'd, to 


a near Relation, certain Words in writing (which are 
there by ham ſet down} importing à Threatning ef 


{*0gment.:ugon perlifiing.ju rejetting this Meſſage; 


ut that ten days were ſtill given, to examine and 
determine on one ſide or the other; hut that after 
that, that God would viſit with Mercy or judgment, 
as the Perſon ſhould chuſe. Now, ſays this Author, 
what's the Conſequence ?. Truly tho it is above five 
Months ago, there is no Judgment yet appears: there 
is no remarkable Diſplay. of the Divine, Power, un- 
leſs in a way of Support and Conſolation, Now, ſup- 


poling 
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1 was the State of that Perſon whey 
this Sermon was preach'd by this Author; yet if be. 
fore the printing of it the Caſe was greatly alter, 
and fuch a Viſitation or Diſplay of the Divine Power 

ard, as that the Pe rſon's own Mouth did own to 
be a Judgment of God, and which ftill continues, 
and rather increaſes than afſuages ; and that of this 
Infliction this Author was not ignorant: Can thoſs 
Words of his, here before recited, he the Words of 
Truth and-Soberneſs, or becoming the Meſſengers of 
Truth to affirm; upon pretence that there was no- 
thing of it befallen when the Sermon was preach'd, 
tho there was, long before it came out in print? 
This is Matter of Fact, tho I have ſpar'd Names out 
of refpect. 2 2 | 
lam ſorry I have gotten before me ſuch a forcible 
Motive of Diverſion from more uſeful Matter: but 
before I have done with it, I believe I ſhall ſhew on 
which ſide the falſe Doctrines, and perſonal Defects alſo 
are chargeable. Eſpecially ſince he has been ſo free 
to give his Judgment, as he has already done in pag, 
$4- that he queſtions not but that theſe Prophets will, in the 
te, prove deluded : and is already laying Meaſures 
How it may affect them; determining pofftively, tha 
| They have been ſignal Inſtancer f Apoſtacy. L ſhould have 
taken the Freedom to have advis'd him, if I had 
Known this Occaſion for it, in the Words of the Pro- 
Phet, Let not him that puttech un his Armour boaſt as be 
That putteth-it of No, Galeatum ſero Duellt penitet. But 
"ke has paſs'd the Rubicon: He has thrown away the 
Scahbard; and now omnia Armis agenda ſint. If this 
-Diſpenfatzon be of God, he muſt own he is fighting 
—_ him: and he cannot ſay, that it is not poſſible 
For it to be from God. If there be one undeniable 
Mark of the Finger of God in it, he is gone, tho 
there ſhould bean hundred dubious ones. For their 
Dubiouſneſs to the Capacity of Man, is no Argu- 
ment againſt them; much leſs, againſt any one un- 
deniable Mark of the Divine Power. 
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have loſt ſo much Room and Time in this Dif> 
courſe, upon the account of this aforeſaid Author; 
that I muſt deſire the Reader's excuſe for referring 
to a ſecond Part the Continuation of the Examina- 
tion of this Head, to wit, the Objections againſt the 
Books of Warnings - as alſo the fourth Aſſertion of 


the ſecond Article, which is to anſwer the Objec- 
tionsagainft their Perſons, their Character or Beha- 
riour. And alſo the Conſideration of the third Ar- 
ticle, viz. to anſwer thoſe who require Miracles for 
the only Proof of theſe Prophets Miſſion. Which, 

ether with a Continuation of my Examen of this 
Atthor's Poſitions and Arguments, and the Anſwer 
to one or two more Treatiſes, that have been pub- 
liſh'd on this Subject, the Reader may very ſpeedily 
expect. But for ſome particular Reaſons, this that 
1s now publiſh'd could not be any longer delay'd, till 
the reft was readſ x . 

therefore now proceed to the fourth Article pro- 
pos d, to wit, To anſwer to thoſe who make the Ful - 
filling of Predictions, to be the ſole Proof of a true 
Prophet, and the contrary to be an Evidence of a 
falſe” one. Thoſe Perſons, I muſt own, do think 
themſelves to be juſtify d, in ſuch their ExpeRation 
and Demand; tho it is but from that ſingle Text in 
Deut. Ch. XVIII. 27, 22. If thou ſhalt ſay in thine 
Heart, How ſhall we know the Word, that the Lord hath 
wt ſpoken ? If a Prophet ſpeaketh in the Name of the 
Lord; if the thing follow not, nor come to paſs; that is the 
thing, which the Lord hath not ſpoken : but the Prophes bath 
ſpoken it preſumptuouſly. And with this they vaunt and 
inſult, as if therr Fort were ay by Log but per- 
haps they may find it blown up, before they come to 
the end of this Article. Al 2 
For in the firſt place, they muſt remember a ſtand- 
ing Rule, in the Explication of the Scriptures; that 


when two Texts do ſeem to contradi& each other, 
there muſt ſuch a qualify'd Senſe be found, for one cr 


them, as is warrantable from Scripture, as can make 
them conſiſt together, and as will not — the 
TI | Truth 


< 36) 
Ex of the Author of thoſe Sagred, Writings, Nor, 
at the Caſe is the ſame, in this particular Inſane 
Syery manifeſt, viz, that the N in Kip 
IR are.numerous, that were 9 oof fulfil'd, and, yer 
did for impeach. the Veracity of the Pro het. * 
For the ſolving therefore of this Difficulty, 1 jy 
down, Firſt, that there are Predlictions of ſeveral ny 
tures,” There are ſome that are Promiſſory ; as, of 
Bli general or perſonal: there are alſo Predic- 
tions enunciatory, T hreatnings of Judgment, 45 
general or perſonal : there are alſq Predict 
Cifive or Teſtimonial: and laſtly there are 2 fe Pre 
9 9 Arbitrary, I had almoſt ſaid Deceptive; . but 
Fort the Reader will underſtand. better, when 
Tpea pon that Head. 
ern I go further, I muſt lay it down, as taken 
granted, char a Prophet is one that ſpeaketh in 
K 4 Words, but the Words of God: t at ſpeaketh 
not from any Impulſe of the Matter upon his. Mind, 
tho ever ſo ſtrong (but which thoſe Sects who pre- 
tend to Inſpiration, do own and confeſs they do ; 3 that 
is, that the Words are their own, tho not, the 
T hougtit : but the Prophet does not ſo) but whoſe 
Mouth and Tongye 1 is oer- rul d by a ſuperior Power, 
to ſpeak that, which does proceed from his Lips. Sy 
That it is not He that Een but God. And, ly 
it now appears in thoſe M omen, and Chil- 
dren, that ſpeak . by, Ins. l W at this day, 
Bc it muſt not bz_tnderftood, by ſaying, it js no 
they that ſpeak, that. there is any 257 Y ſaseiu bia, or in- 
ward 92 Speech, in this M Matter. — all the Or- 
be of S Rech are, 2 as much. us d, g not by 
t Farc as 0 Spode that is vo 8 To com- 
bel then, with the Penig, is onl a Teſtimo- 
1 55 intire Ignorance in. matter Fact, and 
hich moſt of the Niere ye of this Cauſe do affett a 
Me: themſelves upon; but which muſt be own' 
figular and unuſual Qualification in an Opponent, 
No nen as the Words, ſo ſpoken, are not the Words 


$f. an, but of God : we muſt own, in the firſt 
place, 
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acc that infinite Wiſdom can couch a deeper Senſe 


| | | 
! Words, than our harrow Capacitys, than our 
bort Line is able to ſound. Man hears the Words; 
and his allow Reaſoning 2 ſtens upon them, 


hro the Imper fection of his Underftanding, ſuch # 
denſe as occurs to him: when yet That may be but 
ane of the divers Senſes they contain; nay, perhaps 
dot the Senſe in which they are to be taken. And ac- 
wrdingly it has ſo happen'd, that thoſe, to hom 
they were Tpoken, have found them aecompliſh'd, in 
1 Senſe huite different from what their groſs Under: 
funding had conceiv'd of them: as I ſhall give Inftan- 
ces of, preſently. -- ENTICE | - £ 

So alſo in th: ſecond place, the Promiſes and the 
Threatnings of God are oftentimes conditional (and 
jet that Condition is not expreſsd) and the Prophet 
altoget her ignorant that they are ſo. The Prophet 
then, whom God ſends, is not to chuſe his own Pro- 
phecy or Meſſage; neither for the Kind, nor for the 
Degree of Certainty thereof. What the Angel com- 
naked Bulaam, that maſt every Prophet do; Only 
the Word' that I ſbail ſpeak unto thee, that ſhalt thou ſpeak : 
whether it be compleat and perfect, or whether it be 
minteſligible. I mean by unintelligible, what is not 
mderftood by himſelf, - For there may be wiſe Rea- 
ſons, why the Spirit of God may make the Prophet 
ſo to ſpeak unintelligibly, as well as it did the Inſpired 
under the Goſpel; which we, very plainly, fee it 
did, 1 Cor. XIV. in thoſe that ſpoke or pray d in un- 
known Tongues, which they could not interpret: of 
rhom the Apoſtle ſays, ver. 14. Their Spirit pray d, 
* —4 Underſtanding was without Fruit, or Benefit 
there Y. | hs 7 b 

But to return to the Predictions: We ſhall begin 
with that ſort of Predictions which are or may be 
fulfil'd, in a Senſe different from what thoſe to whom 
they were made, did underſtand by them. I fhall 


give ſeveral Inſtanees of it. And I will begin with 
the firſt Denunciation that ever God made to Man, 
then ſhalt ſurrly die, Gen. II. 

17, 


inthe day that thoweatsf, 
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17. Now the Devil told the Woman, e foal yy 
ſurely die. The Event prov'd it ſo. , Will any one fy 
the Devil here ſpoke more true than God? God fg; 
bid. But God: ſpake of a Death, in a higher ang 
more important Senſe ; a Death, of that Lite of God, 
in which Man was created: and a Mortality alſo in. 
troduc'd into his natural Frame: his Body be 
mortal, involv'd in that general Debt by Sin; to 
which, he muſt die: For they only that die are freed 
from Sin. And tho neither the Devil, nor the Wo. 
man, nor the Man too perhaps, underſtood God; 
Threatning in this Senſe; yet we ſee, by ſad Expe. 
rience to our ſelves, that God therein was true, and 
Man and Devil too, both Lyars.- - . _—» 
A And as the Threatnings of God were true, in: 
different Senſe to what Man underſtood them to be; 
ſo likewiſe are there Inftances of his Promiſes being 
ſo: Which, however, are poſitive; and, in ſome ca- 
ſes alſo, without Condition under ſtood. God affures 
Abraham, in the Land of Canaan, over and over, Um 
thee will I give this Land, Gen. XIII. 15, 17. XVII. 8. And 
promiſes Jacob, at his going into Egypt to his Son 
Foſeph, Gen. XLVI. 4. I will go down with thee into E. 
gypt; and Iwill alſo ſurely bring theeup again. And to 
Phinehas the Son of Eleazar the Prieſt, Numb. XXV. iz. 


F 


not continued in Phinchas nor Eleaxar. For old Eli 


if 


the Prieſt, waiting upon the Ark in Shilo, 1 Sam. 
5 | 20. 
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10, Was not of the Line{of Eleazar, but of Itbana. 
And Eli's Line held it on, till Solomon remov'd his Sen 
Liathar from being Prieſt to the Lord; andeftabliſh'd, 
2-2in the Houſe of Eleazar in Zadock. And in the 
ſourth Inſtance, tho the Propheteſs did promiſe to, 
King Joſiah, that he ſhould go to his Grave in Peace ; 
and, in all probability, upon the Preſumption aad 
frm Belief thereof, he went out to war againſt P, 
Necho 3 yet he did not die in Peace, but was kill'd in 
Battel. Thoſe then that would admit of none other 
than their own Expoſition and Interpretation of God's 
Words, how mult they have ſtumbled at theſe Events, 
ſo ſeemingly contrary to the moſt obvious Significa- 
tion of the Prediction? This therefore is matter of 
Mens humbling themſelves, and not taking u 
them to judg too haftily of the Words of G 

And now as to what I did obſerve in the | 
place, I preſume moſt will grant, that many of thoſe 
Predictions that are either promiſſory or minatory, 
may have, and actually have, tacit Conditions an- 
nex d to them, tho not expreſs d. For the Ground 
of ſuch Promiſe, or Threatning, was not the arhi- 
trary Will of God, but the preſent State and Condi- 
tion of that People, or Perſon, to whom they were 
made, And it being the unchangeable Law of God, 
that Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation, and Anguiſh, 
ſhould be upon every Soul of Man that does Exil; and that 
Glory, Honour, and Peace ſhould be upon every Mas that 
oled Good : the Change of that People or Perſoa 
does neceſſarily determine the Promiſe or Threatning; 
tor they are no longer the Perſons to whom ſuch Re-, 
wards or Puniſhments do belong. And ſhall not the 
Judg of all the Earth do Right ? Such ſeeming Oppo- 
ſition therefore in God's Dealing, as to his Promises 
or Threatnings, is nevertheleſs, in it ſelf, a Teſti- 
mony that hx Ways are equal: That his Thoughts are ust 
4 our Thoughts; but at far above them as the Heaven is 4. 
le the Earth : That his Perfectia is, as Zophar ex- 
preſſes it, higher than Heaven, deeper than Hel; and the 
Aegſare of it longer than the Earth, broader than the Sea. a 
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I now proceed to conſider thoſe Predictions, where. 
in there may be room to ſuppoſe a racit Condition, 
or Reaſon why the Event does not anſwer the Pre. 
diction. And this is warranted by that of the Pro. 
phet, Fer. XVIII. 7, 8, 9, 10, At what inſtant T ſpeab cu. 
cerning a Nation or a Ningdom, to pluck up, and to jut 
down, and to deſtrey it: If that Nation, againſt whom 1 
hwve pronounc'd, turn from their Evil; I will repent of th 
Rvil that I thought to do unto them. And at what inſtar; 
Z ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concerning a King. 
dom, to build and to plant it; if it do evil in my fight, 
that it obey not my Voice, then will I repent of the Gud 
wherewith I ſaid I would benefit them. Now for the ga. 
cating of the ſaid Denunciation, it is enough, that 
the Performance of the ſaid Condition bz known to 
God alone: And lit is highly probable it can be known 
only to him. And therefore, tho in the Caſe of u. 
ns Prophecy not being fulfil'd, Men are fo ready at 
anſwering, that the reaſon was, becauſe the Ninivites 
repented : yet it is certain the Muivite could not judg 
That to have been the Cauſe thereof. For it was no 
ſolemn Proceſhon, no outſide Shew. © No, it was 2 
Contrition of Heart, that was ſecret, tho general; 
and of which none could know for more than himſelf, 
And without doubt ſuch fingle Perſons of Ninizeh, as 
were not of that number, did , rhink Fonas to be 2 
falfe Prophet. Nay he himſelf, who one might have 
thotght thould have known of that Repentance 28 
well*asany other Perſon, was altogether ignorant of 
it; and accordingly expected the Deſtruct ion of the 
City. And in all probability this whole Hiftory had 
been for ever unknown to the World, had not the 
Holy Spirit (and not Jonas) indited every word of it; 
and that for the wiſe Ends, of upbraiding a more 
knowing People for not repenting, at the Voice of 2 
Prophet, as the Ninivites did: of ſhewing that none 
can run away from. God: how Fonas was a Type of 
our Lord, as to his Death, and riſing again the third 
Day : and that his Preachmg alſo to the Ninivites, was 
a Sign of our Lord's to Feraſalem (for "Og * 
& mie 


6879 
himſelf tells us, that as Jonas was 4 Sign to the Nini- 
rites, ſo ſhall the Son of Man be to thu Generation) that 
is, yet forty days, and Ninivch ſhall be dejtroy'd : fo 
our Saviour came to preach (being, Luke III. 23. a- 
dout thirty years of Age, or vulgar Era 28.) and, 
for their not repenting, Jeruſalem was deſtroy'd by 
the Romans, juſt forty Years after; A. C. 70. or vul- 
gar Era 68. f 

But now theſe conditional Prophecys the genera- 
lity did not conſider ; nor the great Long-Suffering 
of God, even in deferring, where he does not find 
reaſon to pardon, They take the Prophecy as it is; 
and, without more words, do expect the literal Com- 
pletion of it, or are ready to brand the Prophet with 
the Name of Impoſtor, Falſe Prophet at leaft ; and 
accordingly mock and deſpiſe him. This the true 
Prophets of old were well aware of. They knew 
the great Compaſſion and Long-Suffering of God; 
and found themſelves ſo often diſappointed in their 
predict ions of Judgments, that it was moſt grievous 
to them to go on, upon ſuch an Errand as few or 
none would believe, and almoft all derided them for. 
This was it that made Jonas flee, the firſt time that 
he was ſent 3 Was nof this my Saying, when I was yet in my 
own Country * I knew that thou wert a gracious God, flow 
10 Anger, and repenteſt thee of the Evil. And fo ſays 
Jeremiah, I am a Deriſion daily every one mocketh me; 
for ſince I ſpake, I cry'd out Violence and Spoil (but no 
ſuch thing 1s yet come to pals ; therefore) the Word of 
the Lord was made a Reproach unto me, Jer. XX. 7, 8. 
and my Days are conſum'd with Shame. 

But this Caſe admits of the eaſieſt Solution, that we 
are like to meet with. What follows will require 
more Humility, and leſs Reaſoning upon. The Pro- 
phet Iſaiah comes to King Hezekiah, who was ſick, 
Iſa XXXVIII. 1. and tells him, Thus faith the Lord, 
Thou ſhalt die, and not live: or, as the LXX reads it, 
andvnoxes ov, thou art a dead Man, Upon this Hexe- 
ih turns about, and weeps, and prays. Thereupon 
God ſends him another * I have W 
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Days fifteen Tears. What do our Reaſon-Givers find 
as a Condition here? The Matter of Hexekiab'; 
Prayer was, rather an Appeal to God, than a Repen- 
tance of an evil Life. Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech 
thee, ſays he, how that I have walk'd before thee in Truth, 
and with a perfect Heart: and have done that which i 
good in thy fight. This looks indeed, not like a beg. 
ging the Prolongation of his Life here, but like giy- 
ing in his Plea againſt the Coming before the Bar 


of God's Judgment. What Condition does there 


appear here, for the not fulfilling of this Prediction 
Truly none, but Almighty Prayer. And wherever 
that is, the Caſe may (I do not ſay will) be the ſame; 
and yet the Veracity of the Prophet preſerv'd. He 
diſcharg'd his Commiſſion, and deliver'd his Meſſage; 
the Iſſue wh-reof depended upon the Will of the 
Lord, and not upon him. 

Biſhop Stilling fleet lays down, in Lib. II. aforeſaid, 
C.17. 5. 180. That the Revelation of future Events, t 
the Underſtanding of the Prophet, is nevertheleſs imme- 
diate, altho the Event may not be correſpondent to the Pre. 
dict in. So that, if it be manifeſt, that God does immelliatt. 
ly reveal ſuch future Contingencys to 4 Prophet; he would 
be nevertheleſs a true Prophet, whether thoſe Predittions tok 
effecl or no. For atrue Frophet is known by the Truth of Di. 
vine Revelation to the Perſon of the Prophet; and not by the 
Succeſs of the things; which is no further an Evidence of a 
true Prophet, than as it is an Argument a poſteriori, to 
prove Livine Revelation by. If then the Alteration of E. 
vente be reconciluble with the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God, 
there is no queſtion but it is with the Truth of the Propheti- 
cal Spirit; the Formality of which lies in immediate Reve- 
latin. Ihe Prophet could declare no more ¶ for he hnew m 
mre) than what was immediately reveal d to him. 

Men will have it, that a Prophet muſt be able to 
anſwer all Queſtions; that is, to know every thing: 
not conſidering, at the ſame time, that Omniſcience 
is the incommunicable Attribute of God. David 
was certainly a Prophet, in the time of Saul : for 
many of his inſpir'd Songs have relation thereto, 1 


(83) 


ts great Dangers and Deliverances. And yet this 
great Saint and jProphet knew not whether the 
Men of Keilah would betray him, and give him up 
into the hands of Saul, or no: he inquires of God, 
to know that very thing, 1 Sam. XXIII. 11. And does 
not Jeremiah ſav, Chap. XI. 19. I knew not that they de- 
vi Devices againſt me? And the poor unhappy Pro- 
phet that was at Bethel, whom the old Prophet de- 
ceiv'd, he knew not that he Hed unto him. 

Prophecy was always, to Scorners, a Jeſt ; they 
ask'd even our Lord himſelf, Propheſy who ſmote thee ! 
and ſo, at this day, the common People treat theſe 
Perſons juſt like Fortune-tellers; Teil me how much 
Mony I have in my pocket : Tell me what I thought yeſterday; 
and the like. And this is but what one might expect 
from the brutiſh Vulgar. But that our Authors in 
Controverſy ſhould put in print ſuch Prattle for Ar- 
guments, is a little ſtrange: they have done wiſely 
therefore to conceal their Names. But to return: 

There are indeed different Degrees of Revelation 
or Prophetick Illumination; but the vouchſafing of 
them depends intirely upon the Will of God. And 
accordingly, the Prophets were ſometimes illuminated, 
only with the apprehending of the thing repreſented, 
which we now. call an Impreſſion: at other times, 
they were forcibly ated upon, to utter words in 
ſtrange Tongues, that they underſtood not: at other 
times, to utter Words whoſe Prophetick Senſe they 
did not comprehend, as did Caiaphas concerning 
Chriſt, John XI. Sometimes the Degree of Revela- 
tion is only in Viſion, or in Dreams, without further 
Explication of it. However, it is certain, God did 
not, always, reveal to the Prophet the internal Coun- 
ſels of his own Will (which is unalterable) but, of- 
ten, only the Order of Cauſes and Effetts (the Me- 
thod and Series of his Providence in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of things in the World) and theſe may admit 
of an Alteration, and the Prophecy be neverth-leſs 
true: becauſe then it refer'd only to the Series of 
Cauſes in the World; according to which, the E- 
G 2 yents 
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vents would follow, if God himſelf did not inter. 


pole. | 
7: Daw ſometimes it did pleaſe God to make knoyy, 
to the Prophet, his internal Purpoſe and Decree, 
not depending upon natural Cauſes. And this brings 
me to the third ſort of Predictions which I laid down, 
the. Deciſive or Teftimonial ; wherein the Truth of 
the Prophet is certainly at ſtake : and, in which, if 
God do not atteſt, then it was not God that ſpake by 
the Prophet. And of this kind was that Prediction 
of Moſes, concerning Norah and his Company, Numb, 
XVI. 30. of the Earth opening her Mouth and ſwallowing 
them up quick ,with all that appertain'd to them : as was alſo 
that Prediction of Elijab, before all the Prophets of 
Baal, The God that anſwereth by Fire, let him be God; and of 
calling down Fire upon the Captains and their Fiftys, 
Now if God, at that time, had not anſwer'd, by 
opening the Earth upon Moſes's Declaration, and by 
Fire upon Elijab's; they both had certainly been falſe 
Prophets. So likewiſe was Eliſha's Prediction of the 
next day's Plenty in Samaria; and of Naaman's being 
heal'd by waſhing in Jordan. Of this kind alſo was the 
Prediction of the Man of God, againſt the Altar at 
Bethel, 1 Kings XIII. 3. for ſo he ſays, this Prophecy, 
of the Altar being rent, ſhall be a Sign, that it is the 
Lord that has ſpoken. Alſo the Returs of the Jews, 
after ſeventy years Captivity, in Babylon. Theſe and 
ſuch like, are Predictions upon which, as it were, the 
Iſſue of the Prophets Miſſion is put; and it is to this 
ſort of Prediction, only, that Grotius ſays that that 
Text in Deut. XVIII. does relate: If the thing follow 
not, nor come to paſs, that is the thing which the Lord hath 
not ſpoken, but the Prophet hath ſpoken preſumptuouſly. 
But there is in the fourth place another ſort of 
Prediction to be conſider'd; and that is what I calld_ 
an Arbitrary one. And, in which, tho the Prophet 
be a true Prophet, yet is it the internal Purpoſe of 
the Almighty, for wiſe Reaſons, that the Matters of 
it predicted ſhall certainly not come to paſs. And of 


theſe alſo we have divers Inſtances in the Scriphnres 
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The Prophet Micaiah, 2 Chron. XVIII. 18, Cc. de- 
clares that in a Viſion, He ſaw the Lord ſitting upon 
his Throne; and all the Hoſt of Heaven, ſtanding on vis 
Right Hand and on his Left, And, of thoſe minifrring 
Spirits, there was one Food forth; who, upon offering 
his Service, 1s ſent by God to deceive the Prophets of 
Ahab, to be a lying Spirit in their Months ; that ſo that 
wicked Ahab, who had fold himſelf to do Evil, might 
thereby be deceiv'd, and put himſelf into the way 
of Danger, and fall by it. And this is agreeable to 
the Declaration of God himſelf, who tells the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel, Chap. XIV. 7. Every one of the Houſe of 
Iſrael, or of the Stranger who ſojourneth, who ſeparateth 
himſelf from me, and ſetteth up his Idols in his Heart, and 
putteth the Stumbling-block of his Iniquity before his Face, 
and cometh to a Prophet to inquire of him concerning me; I 
the Lord will anſwer him. But how? And I will ſet my 
Face againſt him, to make him a Sign and a Proverb, And 
if that Prophet, WJ IN, whom he ſo comes to, be de- 
cid, when he has ſpoken a thing in anſwer to him, 
Ithe Lord have deceiv'd that Prophet; for Iwill ſtretch out 
my Hand upon him, that ſo inquires, and will deſtroy him 
from the midſt of my People. 

But there is yet a third Inſtance thereof, more plain 
than the former. The Prophet Eliſba, who had it 
in Commiſſion from Elijah, to appoint Hazael King 
of Syria, goes to the City of Damaſcus; in which 
Benhadad King of Syria, at that time, lay ſick: Who 
hearing the Prophet was come thither, orders his chief 
Servant Hazael to go and inquire of the Prophet, 
whether he ſhould recover of his Sickneſs. Upon 
Haxael's asking the Prophet that Queſtion, the Pro? 
phet replys, 2 Kings VIII. 10. * Go, ſay unto him, Ret 

| halt 


N. B. It is neceſſary the Reader ſhould know that the 
ſaid Text of 2 Kings VIII. 10. is in our Engliſh Bible 
thus, viz, Go, ſay unto him, thou mayft certainly 
recover: But, with all Reſpect to the Tranſlators, it is 
wt juſtly tranſlated,” for in the Original it is in the future 
as k G 3 75 Tenſe, 
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{|| | ſhalt ſurely live; 'howbeit, the Lord has ſhew'd me that 
1 be. ſhall ſurely die. Here is the Prophet not deceiy'd, 
but deceiving z and yet undoubtedly, in obedience to 
the Will of God, who, for the executing of his Pur. 
pole in chaſtiſing that wicked People of Hrael, in a 
moſt ſevere manner, for their Apoſtacy; and for 
bringing Hazael to the Crown, in order to do it, puts 
Benhadad into a Deluſion, by hopes of Recovery; 
whereby he takes no Care about ſecuring his Succeſ- 
ſion: and ſo Hazael, the next day, ſtifles him with a 
wet Blanket, and reigns in his ftead. Is not this 
agreeable with what Jeremiah ſays, Jer, IV. 10. Loyd, 
thou haſt greatly deceiv'd this People and Jeruſalem, ſq- 
ing, Te ſhall have Peace; whereas the Sword reaches int 
the Soul. And again, Chap. XX. 7. O Lord, thou haſt 
deceivd me, and I was deceivid. And is it not agree» 
able to Goſpel-Revelation ? wherein we are told, 
That thoſe that receive not the Love of the Truth, that they 
ight be ſav'd, Cod ſhall ſend them ſtrong Delufion, that 
they ſhall believe a Lie. ele | 
have now gone thro this Article, of PrediQions 
not being anſwer'd by the Event. And I hope I have 
ſhew'd the Credit of the Prophet to be ſo little con- 
cern'd therein, except in the third fort of Predic- 
tions, the deciſive ones; as that it is not reaſonable 
for Men to make that the Touchſtone of, his being 
true or falſe ; but to ſee what other and more cer- 
tain Evidences there are of Divine Revelation to 
1 him. For ſo the aforenam'd Biſhop ſays, in pag. 179. 
N That where there were any other Evidences, that the Pro. 
my phets ſpake by Divine Revelation, there w no reaſon to 
111 ꝓnit for the julfilling of every particullr Prophecy, ' before 
; 
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he was believ'd as a Prophet. As in the Caſe of Ifaiah's 
foretelling of Cyrus, and the Man of God at Bethel, f Joſiah, 


Tenſe, Tun, C, Zizy, Thou ſhalt ſurely live. 
But thaſe good Men did, probably, frar that the firits Trun- 
Nation would bear tog hard upon the Truth of Gd; and there- 
fore might have rendred it in manner at . above. But thert 
| was mo need of that Care; for God's Hard and bis Trutb 
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And here I doubt not but the Reader will be well 
pleas'd that Itell him, that thoſe Predictions, of the 
raiſing the dead Body of Dr. Emes, upon the 25th 
of May, are of that ſort, deciſive ones; and upon 
which the Truth of the Prophets depends: Nav, I 
ſuppoſe I ſhall pleaſe him yet more, in bringing it to 
2 ſhorter Period; by acquainting him, that the pub- 
lick Atteſtations of Almighty God from Heaven, 
which are to come within Mr. Lacy's fix natural 
Months (and confirm'd by fix or ſeyea other Perſons 
under Inſpiration) are deciſive alſo, and conſequently 
deliver'd by Inſpiration, concerning which ſo many 
Perſons do inquire and doubt: and that I am com- 
manded, by a Meſſage deliver'd to me, by one of the 
Inſpir'd, under the Operation of the Spirit, in the 
following Words: Be not aſham'd to declare to the World, 
' the Grounds on which thou believe (t this Voice to be mine. 
Thou haſt promis'd it to the Publick, therefore *tis not 
juſt in thee to fail to do it. Moreover, I have given to 
thee in Perſon, more Evidence of its being , than moſt o- 
thers, that believe it, have. Take notice, if thou doſt not 
thus, the Reflections of the World upon thee ſhall be more 
and more: and, what is worſe, I will leave thee to ſtrug- 
gle with them, upon thy own natural Strength, withdrawing 
my gracious, extraordinary Supports, Nay tho ſhalt not 
long enjoy the Health thou haſt, and let them know, that all 
the Inſtances of my healing Power ſhall be given in Pudlick, . 
that the World may inquire diftin&ly into them, till the Ex- 
erciſe of open, immediate Healing comes. Tell the d rid, 
that open Miracles, publick Atteſtations from Heaven ſhall 
be given this City, before May next”; otherwiſ? thou wilt 
own the Lord has not ſpohen by this Voice, Nor will I f- 
fer this People to halt, in their Fudgment, longer, The wil- 
ful Diſobedient ſhatl continue no longer than that, without 
ſevere Strobes of my judicial Vengeance. This is all the 
_ Time I allow to liſten to the Voice of Argument; and for 
every one to conſider and determine himſelf about this Diſ- 
penſatim. Wo to thoſe that will preſumingly defer longer . 
(this is to be underſtood and limited to this City ) for, 
aſter that time, my Terrers ſhall fall hon it, And Repen- 
| 25 390 terce 
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tance, then, muſt be bitter, and like an Agony of Soul, 1 
prevail with my Hand to ſpare any, They ſhall know thi, 
Reſult, from ſeveral Drops preceding the Storm, before May 
next. | 

Fhis therefore, without the need of repeating, 
over again, in my own Words, I do here publiſh to 
the World. And I cannot but add, that, from the 
Diſcoverys that are made to us, by Revelation, of 
thoſe diſmal Deſolations, and Strokes of God's Ven- 
geance now at hand, and at the Door, I could juſtly 
take up the Lamentation with Jeremiah, Oh that my 
Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears, 
that I might weep Day and Night, for the Slain of the 
Daughter of my People But that, tho we are comman- 
ded to pray for our own, we are forbidden to pray 
for God's Enemys; thoſe whom God, infinite in Com- 
paliivn, does not find capable Objects of his Mercy; 
among whoin all thoſe will be accounted, who will 
oppoſe our Lord's approaching Reign upon Earth. 

Indeed the Long-ſuffering and Forbearance of 
God is ſo great, that the 7ews have very wiſely given 
it, as a ſufficient Reaſon, why the not fulfilling De- 
nunciations of Judgments, was never accounted ſuf- 
ficient to prove a Man a falſe Prophet. And to the 
ſame purpoſe Maimonides, as quoted by the Biſhop a- 
foreſaid, in p. 197. ſpeaking of Prophecy, ſays, If 4 
Prophet faretels ſad things, as the Death of any one, or 
Famire, or War, or the like: if tbeſe things come not to 
paſs, be ſhall not be accounted a falſe Prophet; nei- 
ther let them ſay, Behold he has faoretold, and it cometh 
not to paſs. Tor our hleſſed God is flow to Anger, and rich 
in Mercys, and repenteth of the Evil; and it may be that 
they repent, and God may ſpare them as he did the Ni- 
nivites. YA 

Now after all that has heen ſaid upon this Article, 
let the Reader judg wiat Anſwer need to be given 
ro the 18th fag. of the Treatiſe of an anonymous 
Author, intitled, 4 Reph to the main Argument of the 
impartial Account of the Prophets ; who there ſays thus, 
1 mule now theſe three juſt and reaſonable Demands : Ne 
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clire to the World, in expreſs Terms, whether you believe the 
Holy Spirit of God, the God of Truth, ever predicted any 
thing to come to paſs, that finally faild in the Event. 
If you own the bleſſed Spirit never fail'd in this Kind, 
then, Kc. To him, in this place, I think there is no 
other Anſwer to be given, but only to deſire him to 
:0 and read his Bible better than he has done: and 
chen he will be more capable for the Argument. 
As to all that has been ſaid hitherto, the Reader 
has had only my Labour, and my Reaſoning ; and 
conſequently has Occaſion of exerciting only his own 


judgment thereon. Rut what now follows is a Re- 


cital of Matters of Fatt; and depending, ſome of 
them, upon my Veracity: And on which he will 
have occaſion for the Exerciſe of his Faith, as he 
ſhall ſee reaſon. For I now proceed to what, in the 
laſt place, I promis'd, viz. to offer to his Conſidera- 
tion the Evidences I have receiv'd, that this is the 
Voice of God. And thoſe Evidences do ariſe, from 
the Operations and Effects wrought by it: which are 
either, of the Graces of the Holy Spirit, wrought 


powerfully, in the Hearts of thoſe whom he has 


call'd into this Diſpenſation. Or of his Gifts; to 
wit, theſe that follow: the Gift of Prayer and Sup- 
plication ; the Gifts of Exhortation, of Prediction, 
of Languages, of diſcerning the Secrets of the 
Heart ; the Gift of Miniftration of the ſame Spirit 
to others, by laying on of Hands; and the Gift of 
Healing, Of every one of which, I ſhall give clear 
and manifeſt Inſtances. | ; 

Firft, As-to the Communication of the ſanctifying 
Grace of God, to the Souls of thoſe who believe in 
and attend upon this Diſpenſation. It is no unrea- 
lonable Requeſt that I make, in defiring not to be 
bound down to anſwer for every individual Perſon, 
that is outwardly a Profeſſor, and whoſe Heart I, 
who am none of the Inſpir'd, not even of the loweft 
Claſs, cannot pretend to know. There was a Fadas 
among the Twelve, and an Anania amongft thoſe that 
pietended to ſell their Eftates to give to the — - 

neither 
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neither would even the Leaders of any one Party 
among us, tho they pretend to be in the beſt way, he 
content ſo to be for their Party. But, as far as I can 
obſerve from the Acquaintance of many Months, i 
Has in many produc'd thoſe ſeveral Effects of Meck 
neſs, Patience under Injurys, a Contempt of the 
World, a Dread and Hatred of all Sin, a Love and 
Delight in ſecret Prayer, and an intire Humility to 
the very Duſt, an unſatisfiable Thirſt after conti. 
nual attending upon the Worſhip of God, in the 
Aſſemblys, either in praying to him, or hearing his 
Word ; an extenſive Charity to Mankind of all ＋ 
and a Comportment in the World agreeable hereto, 
| Hence it is that the Inſults have been ſo great at 
Barbican ; where the number of Gentlemen, and good 
Houſekeepers and Tradeſmen, of the Believers, be. 
ing under the Protection of the Law, might cafily 
have quell'd the Mob; at leaſt have hindred them 
From riding about on Horſeback, in the Meeting 
Houſe; from winding the Horn, beating the Drum, 
ſhouting and hollowing, throwing Stones many, and 
Dirt upon them, both in the Houſe and in the 
Streets, and ſometimes. throwing them in the Kennel, 
both Men and Women; and notwithſtanding all thi 
Uſage, ſo frightful to the Apprehenſion, the Aﬀem- 
- bly every day increating in Number. | 

The Power of God has alſo herein appzar'd, i 
turning the paſſionate, quarrelling and fighting 
Lion, the fraudulent, cozening and cheating Fol, 
into a Lamb: The ſavage Temper into Mecknelz 
and a patient receiving of Injurys and Inſults; Tit 
Luxurious and Debauch'd into Temperance : Tit 
Profane into a continual Elevation of Soul to God 
No if theſe, appearing in the Lives of thoſe ti 
were, in the firtt Ages, converted to Chriſtianit) 
were brought by Tertullian as irrefragable Argumen 


of the Divine Power of the Chriſtian Religion, i 


- thoſe Times; Ido not ſee how the Force of that At 


ment can be evaded in this Caſe. And that the 


Natter of Fact is true, I take upon me to juſtiſy; 4 
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Wi: naming of Names in Print, upon ſuch an occa- 
e con, would be making too bold with any Friends. I 
1 Wan never have the leaſt Doubt or Suſpicion, that ſo 
good and ſo conſtant Operations, as the Love of God, 
che Hatred of one's ſelt, and a voluntary Separation 
of the Soul from the Pleaſures of this Life, from 
coveting the Riches and Honours of this World, a 
full Content ment in the want of human Conſola- 
„tons, and Joy in Hardſhips and Contempt (all which 
e Wl have ſeen exemplify'd in this Diſpenſation) could 
5 WM poſſibly proceed from an evil Spirit. And now as to 
„Ide ſpiritual Gifts, Firſt that of Prayer and Suppli- 
ation. I have heard thoſe, who, if 1 may judg by 
at Wtheir former wicked Lives, and by their Affirmation 
Helo, never ſaid a Prayer, in their Lives, except the 
e Lord's Prayer; nor did know what it was to pray, 


or how to pray: and, together with thoſe alſo, 


mW have I heard other Perſons, Mechinicks of very 
& WW mean, even contemptible Parts or Capacity, and alſo 
Children, little Children, both the one and the o- 
ther of theſe, when under the Operation of the 
Spirit, pray, with that Freedom for Words, and that 
eh Power as to Matter, as muſt I think have both afto- 
ö niſh'd, and alſo moy'd the Heart of any ſincere Hea- 
rer. I am not for comparing, but I never deſire to 
bear better. I muſt ſay the ſame, in every reſpect, 
ugs to the next Gift above-mention'd, that of Ex- 
00 bortation; which, in ſome of very mean Capacitys, 
ons given with an Eloquence, that pleaſes even Unbe- 
eb levers. As to the Gift of Predittion, it is ſo noto- 
tous among us, that every day gives us convincing 

Leh inſtances, in our private Conduct. We are often 
commanded, when at very private Meetings, to 
break up and depart immediately, for that our Ene- 

mys are at hand; and, before we are far out of 
eu Danger, we find it was ſo, The Prediction of the 
W opening of the Mouths of ſome Perſons to ſpeak un- 
fer Inſpiration, has been accordingly fulfill'd to 2 
Day. The Viſit of the Spirit, of which the firſt 
Teſtimony is that of Agitations, has been promis'd, 
il 
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in a Bleſſing, at the firſt or ſecond time of ſuch Per. 
ſon's being bleſs'd; which has been fulfill'd in aboye 
an hundred Inftances, notorious to them that vil 
not ſhut their Eyes and ſtop their Ears. The Pre. 
diction of other Perſonal or Family-Occurrences in 
the Bleſſings pronounc'd to Perſons, unknown tg 
thoſe by whom they were pronounc'd, is what 
Hundreds can bear Teſtimony to. As to the Pre. 
dictions, which the World charges them with, x 
to a fix d time; Ido afhrm them to be falſe: and tha 
none, that have been of any publick Concern, haye 
had any time prefix d; except that of Dr. Emes, and 
Mr. Lacs fix natural Months. There was never in 
Inſpiration any mention made of Thoulon 3 but of the 
City of Thoulouſe (but not any fix'd time relating to 
it) which is a Miſtake People might eafily fall into, 
And as for the Seven Nights, and the Three Weeks, the 
Terminus à quo was never mention'd. But I have be. 
fore promis'd to anſwer more fully to thoſe Mat 
ters. | | 


cy has declar'd of his Education, in his Preface to 
the ſecond Edition of the Cry from the Deſart ; and that 
he has not read in a Latin Book for theſe twenty yeats 
laft paſt, I do offer it as what I know (as much a 
one Man can know ſuch a thing of another) that at 
the beginning of his ſpeaking Latin, which was up- 
on the ſecond day of 7uh, 1707. he deſirꝭd me to con 
ftrue for him, the things which himſelf had ſpoken, 
but underſtood not. But I do further proteſt, in 
the Preſence of the Great God, the Searcher of all 
Hearts, that upon the ninth day of Auguſt laft, he, 
and Iand Mr. Facio were in a Coach together; and 
that, ſo ftrong was the Latin Impreſſion upon him at 
that time, that, for above four Miles travelling to. 
gether, and which was above. an Hour, we were, all 
the way, propoſing and reciting of Sentences, of the 


hardeft Latin we could think of: Mr. Facio recited to 
him out of Ovid Metamorph. Virgil's Æneids, Lucretius 
and I out of Martial, ore.ce's , and De Arte Fe 
gp Sb © .4 . — — —— — — Mis — tic, 
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iz, Tully's Orations, nine ſeveral Satyrs of Juvenal, 
plinys Epiſtles, Pliny's Panegyrick ; not any one of 
ghich Books he had ever read at School, except 
Martial, and was beginning upon Juvenal: and that, 
10 ſooner did we recite a Line in Latin, but he reci- 
tel the ſame in Engliſh, as readily as if he were then 
reading it before him. In all which, he did not miſs 
the ſignification of three true Latin Words. But he 
propos'd to us at firſt, not to give him any technical 
Words, nor any foreign Word made Latin, as Aliptes, 
Schenobates, and the like: which was but reaſonable, 
neither of ſuch being properly Latin. And, in Truth, 
with all our Endeavour, we could not poſe him; 
which was to our very great Aﬀoniſhment. This 
Gift does come and go; and, when away, he knows 
no more Latin than what his natural Memory re- 
tains, and which, as I may ſay, it had learn'd while 
he was under the Operation of the Spirit as to that 
Gift. He has had it, I think, twice or thrice, ſince 
the Beginning. 

I do alſo, in the like awful Preſence, afirm, that 
I have heard Mr. Dutton, a young Gentleman, an 
Attorny in the Middle-Temple; who, as he told me at 
the firft, had had his Education in a little obſcure 
School, in a ſmall Village in Cheſhire, call'd Great 
Bulworth, where he advanc'd ſo far as to be juſt en- 
tred into the Greek Grammar ; who, at this Day, has 
no more Latin than is juſt neceſſary for his Profeſ- 
hon ; but knows not one Hebrew Letter from another, 
nor hardly any Greek one. This Man, I fay, I have 
beard utter, with great Readineſs and Freedom, 
compleat Diſcourſes in Hebrew for near a quarter of 
an Hour together, and ſometimes much longer. It 
s not a juſt Objection againſt what I ſay, that I my 
elf cannot talk Hebrew: for tho I cannot ſpeak ei- 
ther the Welſh, the Iriſh, or the Dutch Languages, yet, 
laving liv'd where they have been ſpoken, tho I can- 
not ſpeak any of thoſe Languages, I can perfectly 
iſtinguiſh (and ſo may others alſo who caftnot ſpeak 
tem) between every one of them; and know which 

it 


_ Cc.» 


it is that is ſpoken, as certainly as if I could ſyey 
the Languages. And as to this particular Inſtance, 
the Hebrew, I catch'd at ſeveral words here and they 
as he went oy and 5 1 — —_ Hebrew, as fy 
ws: | 9 *. "i 5 

Example panat - gnul Gare — FO. 

WW! CI x8? YR ; 
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Words, of all which he underftood not one; by 
had an Impreſſion upon his Mind that it was a Hyay 
of Praiſe to God for his calling of 1/rael. And after. 
ward, under Inſparation, it was declar'd to him in a7 
hearing, Thou ſhalt jpeak the Hebrew Language, betty 
than any that does now ſpeak it. Thoſe that make a Ted 
of his ſpeaking a Language he underftood not, 
their Ignorance in the Bible and that there ya 
the very ſame Caſe among the Inſpired, who, 1 cn 
XIV. ſpoke, and even pray'd, in Languages to then. 
ſelves unknown. But we hve in ſo wiſe an Agg 
now, that even the Ways of God, that accord ni 
to the Rules of our Wiſdom, muſt be accounted 
Fooliſhneſs. I have heard of others, Engliſh. Chil 
dren, that have, under Inſpiration, ſpoken Frend; 
but, not having heard it my (elf, I will not offer it. 
I come now to ſo diſcriminating an Inftance of the 

Divine Power, That of diſcovering the Secrets of the 
Heart, that I will not proceed without ſolemnly pre 
facing to the Reader, that that may perhaps diſpoſ 
him to judg icriouily of what he ſhall read, unleſs he 
be under an invincible Prejudice againſt it. I hare 
— reaſon to bleſs God, who, trom my Infang, 

as, by his good Providence, taken care to provide 
me Religious and Pious Education; both under m 
Parents, and afterward in the Univerſity, under the 
Care of Biſhop Fell 9; Maxagirs. What. unwortly 
Returns I may have at any time made to. ſo great 
Grace, are Matter and Subjett of my own Humili 
tion, and of God's Mercy. But ſd far has that Edi. 
cation irfluenc'd me, as to have ever had a Reve 


rence for the Name of God. And there is no Perſon 
; liying 
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living that has ever heard me, even once, profanely 
uſe that tremendous Name; for Deſtruction from God 
was Terror to me. Which thing I here declare, to 
the end the Reader, by my ſolemn Imprecation upon 
this Occaſion, may not think ſuch a Dialect habitual 
to me; and conſequently himſelf have the leſs Re- 
card for what it relates to. I do then proceed to ſay, 
that, not anſwering 'for Words but as near as Me- 
mory will ſerve me, I declare in the Preſence of the 
great God, the Searcher of all Hearts, that what I 
am now going to afhrm, of his Vouchſafements to 
me, and Demonftrations of his mighty Power and 
Preſence, as to this Head, 1s certainly Truth. And 
may that great God, who 1s jealous of his Honour, 
and who will not be ſerv'd by Lyes, that will ſweep 
away every ſuch Refuge; may his Vengeance ſmoke a- 
zainſt me, and may he ſweep me away, as with 4 
Whirlwind ;, living, and in his Wrath : if 1 Wal deliver 
any "Ya in theſe following Lines that is contrary to 
Truth. 

And firſt, as to what has been the Matter of Bleſ- 
ings (we underftand by that word, whatever is ſpo- 
ken in Inſpiration over the Head of any particular 
Perſon 3 whatever the Contents of it be, whether 
Conſolation, Reproof, or even Threatnings) I Have 
heard divers, whom I have long known, and do be- 
eve to be Perſons of ſtrict Piety, as ſoon as they 
have receiv'd a Bleſſing, declare that what was ſaid 
to them at that time, it was impoſſible for any Mor- 
tal to have known: the particular State of their Soul 
ſo ſet before them, as could not, probably, have a- 
reed to any other Perſon living, beſides themſelves. 
And indeed I have heard numbers at the ſame time 
declare this very thing: as what has, at that inſtant, 
deen their own Caſe. And yet the Reader muſt 
know that the Perſon pronouncing the Bleſſings, has 
always his or her Eyes cloſe ſhut (1 have never ſeen but. 
three that are otherwiſe) and have been generally at 
ſuch time in a dark Corner of the Room,*and ſo in- 
viron'd with. thoſe who waited to be bleſs'd, that, 
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even with open Eyes, the ſeveral Perſons of the Cog. 
pany could not have been diſtinguiſh'd by them. 

As to this thing of giving Bleſſings ; it was no; 
at every Meeting, perhaps not once in four or fire 
times (Lam ſpeaking now, as the ftate of the thing 
was, when the Number of the Inſpired was ſo fey, 
as to make but one Meeting: but now there are, f 
believe, about two hundred who have the Earneſt of 
that Viſit of the Holy Spirit; and, of them, above 
forty, of Men, Women, and Children, who have 
ſpoken, under the Operation of the Spirit; and the 
Number of each increaſing almoſt daily) that Bleſ- 
ſings were given. So that neither the Thing it ſelf, 
nor the Perſon by whom it fhould be given forth, 
were or could be expected. And ſometimes the Spi- 
rit would be pleas'd to order it from a French Mouth, 
and ſometimes from an Engliſh Mouth: ſometimes 
from a Child, either a Boy or a Girl ; from the 
Mouths of each of which, have I receiv'd that to 
my ſelf, which I am ſure nothing but God could 
ſpeak. But of this more preſently. FE bs 
.. Theſe are the Ways of God, which are as the great 
Deep, and cannot he traced : to humble the Wiſeſt 
of us, and try whether we will receive his Bleſſings, 
his Reproofs, from ſuch poor frail things. For ! 
have known Parents reprov'd out of the Mouths of 
their own Childcen, in Inſpiration, I have ſeen a 
French Gentleman, who could not ſpeak Engliſh, com- 
ing accidentally to the place where Bleſſings were 
pronounc'd (by an Engliſh Man, who J am ſatisfy'd 
underftood no French at all) and preſenting himſelf 
for a Bleſſing from God, this that follows was ſaid to 
him: Let not thy Zeal for me ſtir thy Paſſion. No; 
but, on the contrary, let the Spirit of Meekneſs be ſtir'd u 
thereby ; by which it will be manifeſt, that the Zeal for thy 
God proceeds from a Principle of Love, which he has in- 
planted in thy Heart. And when ſo, nothing will appear / 
as to move thy Anger. I know thy Heart us right before me. 
I am pleas d in the beholding it: but yet there remains 
that, which muſt be purg'd away, e er I can ſo manifeſt 7 
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ſelf in thee, as I have in others. But know this, my Promiſes 
made unto thee are certain; ſee thou to the Condition, which 
i hs more than this, Exerciſe Faith therein, and look to your 
Lord jeſus as a Pattern, For know, whoſoever will not 
learn of him, cannot in any meaſure be rewarded by me. But 
whoſoever obſerves him ſo, unto that Soul will I appear. My 
Spirit ſhall be in him, as a Fountain of living Waters : the 
Waters theresf continually flowing. Hear this, my Child, 
and lay it to Heart : then all I delight to bleſs thee ; yea, 
abundantly will T bleſs thee, and all that appertains to thee. 
Now there happen'd to be a Gentleman preſent (an 
intimate Friend of him, who receiv'd the Bleſſing) 
who was the only Perſon, that underſtood, what the 
meaning of all this was: who, with Aſtoniſhment, 
declar'd to us, that the Perſon to whom that Bleſſing 
was pronounc'd, had ſome few days before, been in 
Company with another French Man, who was vilifying 
the Perſons, that reſorted to the Prophets; and upon 
his having named ſome of the Perſons (one of whom 
being the intimate Friend of the Gentleman) could 
not bear to hear any Ill ſpoken of him: and ſo words 
came on between them; which at laſt ended in 
blows. But this was in a private Room, where 
accidentally they had met. This then is, what was 
fo diſpleaſing to Infinite Goodneſs 3; and upon which 
he gave thoſe few (above recited) but home Re- 

proofs. | 
The reſt that I ſhall now give an account of, re- 
lates to my own Knowledg and Teſtimony. About 
the Month of Ocfober laſt paſt, being preſent where 
there were Bleſſings pronounc'd, I had, for ſome 
few minutes before I 7 — my ſelf, recollected 
my Thoughts in mental Prayer, in which I was la- 
menting my own Frailty and Inſufficiency to raiſe 
my ſelf to any Frame of good Thoughts: and did 
therefore the more earneſtly pray for Divine Aſſiſ- 
tance therein. When I preſented my ſelf to receive 
the Bleſſing (which was in french) I call'd to remem- 
brance ſoms Words ina former Bleſſing given to me 
-- 2 8 many 


1 
many Weeks before, and ſince which time I had re. 
2iv'd many other Bleſſings, perbope twenty, of other 
Contents: but the Remembrance thereof at tha: 
time made me (during the time that the Perſons hands 
were upon my Head, and before he ſpoke) to offer uy 
in my. Soul theſe words, but without uttering one 
word with my Voice, O mon Dieu, fu m'a promis que tu 
travaillerois dans mon Ame, pour me rendre nouvelle Creature, 
O my God, thou haſt promis'd me that thou wouldeſt lg. 
bour in my Soul, for ta make me a new Creature: and was 
going on to pray more, but there he inſtantly broke 
in upon me, with theſe words, O mon Enfant, je tra. 
vaille, par chaque jour, dans ton Ame, pour te rendre noy- 
velle Creature. O my Child, J do labour every day in thy 
Soul, for to make thee a new Creature, I was not then 
able to forbear demonſtrating what the Apoſtle tells 
us, I Cor. XIV. 24, 25. would be the Effect of Pro- 
phecy; If, ſays he, ye all propheſy, and there come in one 
that is unlearned, he is (not, convinced of all, for that is 
a wrong Tranſlation, but iaiyys]e: woo md vnoy, he 
13) reprov'd of, or concerning, al, of all the Thoughts 
of his Hearts, or his evil Words or Works paſt, 5 
that, ſays the Apoſtle, the Secrets of his Heart being Jaid 
open and made manifeſt, be will fall down upon his Face, and 
declare that God is in you of a truth. So was I forc'd pub- 
lickly todo, when 1 heard from another's Mouth, the 
Eccho, if I may ſo call it, of Words that were neyer 
{poke out; I could not but declare it aloud to be the 
mighty Power of God. 4A . | 
But ſince our Adverſarys will be obſtinate in this 
Point, as being confounded if it be true; I ſhall give 
them divers more and ſtronger Inſtances. Upon 
the eighth Day of Oclober laſt at night, Lwas, coming 
into Town, met in the frreet by one who told me 
that at ſuch a place hard by, Bleſſings were giving 
I thereupon made great haſte thither, fearing to 
come too late: and thruſting thro the Croud that 
was in the, Chamber, I preſented my ſelf upon my 
Knees before the Perſon who was pronouncing the 
Bleſſings; not having been ſeen, as I believe, but by 
f . : 
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a very few. ' Perſons in the Room, which was very 
full. The Perſon in Ecſtaſy neither ſaw me then, 
not before his Ecſtaſy 3, for that then I was not in 
Town. He then, putting his Hand upon my Head, 
pconounc'd the following Words, viz. He that ſitteth 
in the Heavens is mightier than they; and he will Laugh 
ſbem to ſcorn that heap Reproaches upon thee. For thy Deli- 
verer is mighty ; theref re do thou triumph. Becauſe thy Tri- 
mph ſhall take place ſpeedily, triumph thou by Faith, The 
trifling Language of the World ſhall not, deſerves not, to 
penetrate into thy T bought s, This ſhall he 4 Sign unto thee 
that 1 have ſpoken, becauſe in thy. Trials thou © ſhalt find 
that I have given thee an Indiſſerence. 4 few Syllables of 
Prayer ſhall draw down à perfect Conqueſt over all thoſe At- 
tacks. from Men, of wrong ſul Imputations for my ſake. 

Neither I,nor any one preſent,could underſtand what 

eſe Words related to; for we knew nothing of what 
was then batching, and was ſoon aſter brought forth. 
But I ſoon found the Benefit of the gracious Promiſe 
therein, of an Indifference of Mind, when upon the 
234 Day of the ſame Month there came out a Pam- 
phlet intitled, Enthufiaftick Impojtors no Divinely | inſpired 
Prophets. In which L was treated more vilely than I 
believe ever any Gentleman was in Print; and by one 
who had never ſeen me; and which might havevex'd 
me the more (tho it be matter of Comfort) that the 
greateſt part of Facts therein related are falſe, and 
the Copy of a Letter of my own as pretended, which 
3alſo falſe printed, with Words ꝓut into it of a con- 


trary Senſe to mine, for I have the very original Læt- 


ter. Nothing of this was, I believe, known to any 
Perſon there preſent : nor was my being there known 
to the Perſon who pronounc'd the Bleſſing : for after 
all was over, I heard him asking, whom it was that 
ſuch a particular Bleſſing was given to; meaning this 
here before recited, which was ſpoken to me. | 
In February laſt I was, by one in Inſpiration, ſevere- 


ly, in the Preſence of many Perſons, reproy*d, fur 


writing an Anſwer to the ſaid Book; wherein I had 


taken more care to clear my ſelf from the Aſperſions 
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caſt upon me therein, than for manifeſting that this 

was the Work of God: and this was by one who kney 

Nothing of the Matter, that I was doing ſuch a thing; 

or if he had, was known to be no ways capable of 

judging of it. Whereupon I have laid the ſame 

*wholly aſide; and, inftead thereof, the Reader has 

This; which probably may be of more uſe to him 

than a perſonal Controverſy could be. T 

I have been alfo, by a Child, in Ecftaſy, inſtructed 

of my domeſtiek Affairs, and which are remote from 

N this City, and ſuch as Prudence would have obligd 
me or any one elſe to keep ſecret from the Knoy- 

ledg of others; and the Perſon not knowing out of 

Ecſtaſy that I had à Family at all. 

I happen'd to be one day in Diſcourſe with ſome 

- Perſon that I do not call to mind; but, the Occaſion 

offering, I fell into the Temptation of giving ſome 
Commendations of my worldly Concerns, of my 

Seat, Cc. and, that ſame night, going to a private 

Meeting, where there happen'd to be Bleſſings, I re- 

_-c6iv'd a Reproof for my Vanity and Love of the 

14 World: among other words, it was ſaid to me, Sache t 
1 due tout ee que tu 4 neſt qu un rien de vant moi, Non 
I hon that all that thou roſſeſſeſt is but a Nothing before me. 

? > have alſo heard, that in a ſmall Company ot 
eight or nine of our Friends, there was one by 
hom, in Inſpiration, the Spirit was pleas'd, for the 
ieonfirming the Faith of the reft, to order the reſt 
each - preſent to make, fn, a Requeſt to God, and write 
it down upon Paper, and — the Paper in their poc- 
*kets; without letting it be ſeen by any: and that, 
/atpon the Prayer of his Servant, then under the Ope- 

| ation of the Spirit, each of them ſhould receive an 
| Anſwer. This was accordingly done, and each Perſon 
4 «was anſwer'd particularly, as | was inſorm'd by ſome 
| Yreſent $5 but of -which'l make no manner of doubt: 
1 pecauſe ſince that time, that is, within this Month 

ö of March, and the preceding Month of "#ebruary, 1 
have had even more full Atteſtations. For I have ſent 
my Letcer to the fame Perſon, delſiring him to pray 
2 [0 
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to God for Direction whether I fhonld. or not, without 
any more words: at another time, whether concerning 
two days hence, without any more wor is: and at ano- 
ther time only for Direction in what I was then ma- 
king my Requeſt inwardly for; (which Words I writ 
to him, only as a Help to my own. Memory; for to 
call to mind, upon the view thereof, what was the 
particular Requeſt, I had then deſir d the Anſwer of) 
and ſeveral ſuch Notes I hive ſent him: And oftner 
alſo he has come to my Lodging; and I have then 


_ defir'd him to lift up his Heart to God in Prayer, 


that he would he pleas'd to vouchſate me an Anſwer 
to my preſent Requeſt ; but without, having ever 

any of my Requefts into writing before 1 had the 
Anſwer, to the end that I might have it to anſwer 
to thoſe ſimple People, who would perhaps ſay there- 
upon, that the Devil had read it in my Paper, ant 
told him, in his Heart, the Contents of it: which I. 
therefore, in an Ejaculation, offer'd up, without 
moving my Lips. He then doing the ſame, was 
ſz1z'd of the Spirit, and knesling down, pray'& under 
the Operation of the Spirit upon that occaſion; and 
afterwards rifing up, has, from time to time, pro- 


nounc'd to me the ſeveral proper Anſwers, whether 


they related to my own particular Conduct, or my 
publick Converſe with others: With many particular 
Directions in relation to the Requeſt, which was ftill 
within my own Mind. And ſometimes reprov'd me 
tor my too great Curioſity; ſometimes told me, that in 
ſuch a former Anſwer I ſhould find ſome direction, 
relating to ſuch a Branch of a ſubſequent Requeſt, 
But in ſhort, all of it is ſo clear, ſo ſatisfactory, as 
it I had been conſulting a wiſe Man, and had laid 
open every particular of my Caſe before him, and 
deſir'd his Advice upon the ſeveral Branches of 
it, and withal predicting even Words that ſhould 
be ſpoken to me the next day by Strangers: 
and this, often; very often. And this great Grace 
is almoſt daily vouchſafed to me, that 1 have 
been told, of particular Perſons, what in ſuch a 
2 0 ; H 2 parti- 
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particular Affair they have ſaid; and what they hate 
not ſaid or reveal'd. I have been alſo order d, by In. 
ſpi ration, to blot out Matters out of my Pockets 
Book, which I am ſure no mortal Eye but my own 
did ever ſee there. And for more Solemnity, and to 
induce the Reader to think that I ſpeak nothing but 
the Words of Truth, I cloſe this alfo with the like 
Appeal and,Imprecation as before. I have known 
one who had written his Requeſt, and kept it in bis 
own Pocket; the Anſwer to which I did write down 
from the Mouth of one of the Inſpired, to whom 
the Requeſt was made, and which Anſwer was a par. 
ticular Direction, as to his Conduct in a Suit of Law; 
which the Paper, when produc'd, did demonftrate to 
have been the proper Anſwer that was pray'd for. 

I ſhould at firft have acquainted the Reader, that 
even at ſome diftance, and only by hearing a Rleſ. 
ſing pronounc'd, we can ſometimes take a Knowledg 
of the Perſon; For that thoſe who have been of the 
Unitarian Principle, or have had ſome Doubts of the 
Trinity, we have manifold Proofs in writing, that 
the Bleſſings they have receiv'd, do contain a Decla- 
ration of the Divinity of our Lord, or of the Holy 
Eternal Spirit, as occaſion is. Such as, In the Name if 
the Great God once crucify'd,, &c. and many ſuch Inſtan- 
ces there have been, and declar'd by the Mouths of 
ignorant Women. 1175 $99 1001 
I muſt alſo add here, that when Spys have come in 
with. very ſerious Behavicur, undiſcover'd ; but with 
intent to betray us, either by making falſe Storys, 
raiſing the Mob, or doing us other Miſchief: have 
heard immediately one of the Inſpired call out to 
them by the Name of Judas, and ſometimes tell them 
even from whom they came, and their particular Er: 
rand; and have fo deſcrib'd them as has made them 
go off in the preſence of all preſent: and this I have 
ſeen ſeveral times declar'd by Men, Women, and 
Children, under Inſpiration. Nay, I have ſeex and 
heard the fame thing declar'd by a Woman, who be- 
ing faftaſlzep, the Agitations came upon het, and oy 

"0 Words 


_— a na 


969% reer 


9 1 


ww —_— _— 


(103) 


Words dropt out like as from one afleep ; wherein we 
were told there was a Judas in the Room: and at the 

fame time (it being very late) there was another, by 
whoſe Mouth, being aſleep in Agitations, we were or- 

der'd, for that reaſon, to depart immediately. 

I was alſo inform'd, that at a private Meeting ſome. 
days ſince, where there were Bleſſings, there was a 
grave elderly Woman, who look'd clean and- whole, 
whoſe Circumſtances none preſent could make a near 
judgment of: to whom, in her Bleſſing, it was ſaid: 
My Child, I know thy Diſtreſs, thy great Mijery, and I will 
help thee, I know that at this time thou haſt not ſo much 
4s 4 Shiſt on, but haſt wrap'd a Linen Cloth about thy Body. 
But trujt in me, &c. After the Bleſſings were over, 
for the Confirmation of the Faith of thoſe preſent, 
the Woman's Arm was ftrip'd up to her ſhoulder, 
and it did appear ſhe had no Shift on; and thereupon 
ſhe confeſs'd, that ſhe had taken it off, and waſh'd 
it, and pawn'd it, the day before, for Bread. 

Upon Febr. 15. there came three or four Perſons to 
ſee me, and along with them came a Child, one of 
the Inſpired. After fitting with me above three 
hours, the Child, fitting full againſt a great Fire, 
fell faſt aſleep. After ſhe had ſo continued about 
half an hour, we were diſcourſing about t'e Advi- 
ſableneſs of taking a Licence for a Meeting-place, 
ina Country Village, whither we were then going. 
While we were thus talking, Agitations came upon 
the Child in her ſleep, faſt aſleep, as ſhe was; and 
ſhe ſaid, Be not worldly wiſe, for the Wiſdom of this Wor'd 
1 Fooliſhneſs with me. Then the Agitations ceas'd for 
about five minutes; then ſhe ſpake again theſe words, 
Rely on my Arm, put your Truſt in me; for I am able to d. 
liver you: I am able to guard you from Danger. She 
continued then without Agitations, about a quarter 


of an hour: and then the Agitations return'd, and 


ſhe ſaid (ſtill being aſleep) with à low Voice and very 
deliberate; Behold the wonderful Works of God ! he wor- 
beth when you ſee nit, I work, when the Tools I work upon 
um it mt. After ſome time ſhe awaken'd; and I 
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(104) 
told her ſhe had been a long time aſleep, and had loft 
The hearing of a fine Inſpiration ; and tamiliarly ask'd 
her, who did ſhe think ſpoke it. She reply'd, Indeed 
1don's know, I am ſure *twas none of I; but with ſuch 2 
childiſh Simplicity, as none could have doubted her be. 
lieving what ſhe ſaid. * 

I ſhall give bur one Inftance more upon this Head, 
There were ſom? Gentlemen, in O&ober laſt, in my 
Lodging; during whoſe being there, one of the In- 
"ſpired, then preſent, had an Inſpiration, which 1 
took in writing. It was very long; and the Gentle. 
men delir'd 1 would read it to them afterward; 
which I did, and (becauſe, unleſs a Stile be very 
clear, it is not ſo well underſtood to thoſe who tear 
it as to thoſe who read it; therefore) to make it, in 
one place, more intelligible where many Sentences 
depended upon one Verb; I took the Freedom to re- 
at the Verb, toward the latter end of that Zeugm, 
left the Hearers ſhould not underſtand the Matter; 
but. it was what no Soul ive could obſerve, or know, 
Howbeit, as ſoon as I had done, another of the In. 
ſpired, who was alſo preſent during the reading there- 
of, came to me, and very civilly told me, that as 1 
was reading, at ſuch a certain place, he had an i- 
ward Inſpiration, which ſaid not a Word, no Addition. 
Now, Sir, ſays he, you know whether this relates to 
you or no, or how. IF 
[have now gone thro this extraordinary Head, of 
the Teſtimonys of, the Divinity of this Diſpenſation; 
upon which I do aſſure the Reader I could give him 
many more Inftances, and as full as the” if 1 2 
theſe were not ſufficient. To thoſe w. not 
lieve that I ſpeak Truth, never ſo many ere would 
not be ſufficient. For others, I preſume theſe ma 
_ fatfice ; therefore I ſhall proceed to the next Head, 


which 1 laid down, viz. that of the Miniftration of 


the ſame Spirit others, by laying on of Hands, 
As to the Communication. of the ſame Spirit by 
the laying on of Hans, it is moſt | notorious both to 
Our {elves and to others, that to thoſe who have been 
. promis d, 
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promis'd, in their 5 the Viſit of God's Holy 


Spirit to dwell in their s (which he has made 
us Temples) ſome do ſooner, and ſome later, receive 
the Earneſt of it, to wit, the Agitations ſo much 
ſpoken of already: which Agitations do increaſe and 
vary progreſſively, till they come on to the Opening 
of the Month to ſpeak by Inſpiration. They gene- 
rally begin in the Limbs, and then affett the Lungs, by 
2 Vibration of Breathing, in ſome ſoquick as, in the 
meaſure of Time, may be four in a Second, or in Mu- 
fick, in lou common Time a Semiquaver. Then ſome 
fndgreat Vibrations of the Head, with ſome it is 
forwards and backwards, or from before to behind; 
with others it is with an horizontal Motion, as 2 
Dog that turns his Head when he comes 'out of the 
Water: then there comes an involuntary Motion in 
the Tongue, that as they walk in the ſtreets they find 
their Tongue moving in the Mouth as if it would 
ſpeak, when they have no Thnught of any ſuch thing: 
as alſo the under Jaw; and the Lips. But with theſe 
Agitations, as I {aid before, there is always ſuch a 
Tranquillity of Soul, and, for the moſt part, an Ele- 
ration of it to God, that theſe are the moſt delight- 
ful Minutes of their Lives. And, the more violent, 
the more inward Joy: and theſe accompany'd with 
better Health than ever before. Now, among all 
the Symptoms that can attend a human Body, let 
Naturalifts, let Phyſicians name any one, that he 
can promiſe or foretel to any Perſon, that ſhall befal 
ſuch Perſon, accompany'd with perfect Health of 
Body or Mind; or let any one declare the odds. It 
15 ten thouſand, ay ten Millions, to one, that it ſhall 
not come to paſs (unleſs he can cauſe it) and that 
tho he may be able perhaps to do that, wiz. to cauſe it 
as Diſeaſe; yet to cauſe this Symptom with perfect 
„Health, all the Men in the World cannot do it. 
Now if we ſuppoſe that it be but ten to one, that 
no Man can of himſelf. predict this, as certain, even 
to one Perſon; it is another Cipher added (or an 
hundred) that they cannot do it to two Perſons; and 
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it is another Cypher added to that Number (or a thou- 
ſand) that they cannot do it to three Perſons. 50 
that by that Computation it is inexpreſſibly more than 
the Proportion of the Bulk of the Earth to a Graingf 
Sand, that they cannot do it to two hundred Perſons, 
But againft my Aſſertion of this Communication 
of the Spirit by Impoſition of Hands, there are di. 
vers Objections; which I ſhall now endeavour to 
anſwer : And firſt it is ſaid, it is own'd, that divers 
Perſons have theſe Agitations, who never were pro- 
mis d them in any Bleſſing ; nay who never were 
bleſſed at all, nay who have never ſeen any one of 
them in Ecſtaſy. And that therefore it is not to be 
attributed to Impoſition of Hands, as the Vehicle ot 
Pipe of conveying it from one to another. But theſe 
ſame Objectors muſt own, if they own the Serip- 
tures, that Moſes did convey the Spirit, by Impoſition 
of Hands, under the Law, and the Apoſtles did ſo 
under the Goſpel;; and yet we find Eldad and Medad, 
tho they never came to the Tabernacle of the Con- 
gregation, yet they propheſy'd in the Camp. And 
an As X. 3. we find that while Peter was preaching, 
the Holy Ghoſt fell upon Cornelizs and his Company, 
even before they had been baptiz'd. Will any one 
therefore ſay, that becauſe Cornelius had the Holy 
Ghoſt come upon him without Impoſition of Hands, 
or eyen Baptiſm, therefore it is not the Effect of 
Impoſition of Hands? The Reaſon will hold; for, 
for one that is viſited without having had the Pro- 
miſe in a Bleſſing, there are fifty that have receiy'd 
it, in conſequence or fulfilling of the Promiſe, made 
in their Bleiſing. So that that Objection is, as I con- 
ceive, fully anſwer d. 

The ſecond Objection that I have heard, is, that 
theſe Agitations are begotten, in theſe Perſons, by 
a ftrong Impreſſion of the Agitations upon their own 
Imagination, and a ftrong Deſire alſo to be ſeiz'd 
with them: and that after both, it is no very dif- 
cult Matter to come under the Power of them. 


But 
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But againſt this Objection, or Suppoſition, there 
.retheſe ſeveral things to be ſaid, Firſt, That we 
have not Inftances (not one in a Million) of People, 
where a human Body is ſubje&, to that Degree, to 
the Power of Imagination, But, Secondly, where- 
erer that is ſo (if it be any where) it muſt be own'd 
to be an Infirmity of Nature, not to call it worſe: 
And what is therefore not likely to be operated u 
2ny ſound Body, that is not yet paſt the Meridian of 
strength and Life. But theſe Agitations are in Per- 
ſons of every Age, from ſeventy Years to ſeven 
Days old; and the Infants, the Babes no more diC- 
order d with them, than the ſtrongeſt Man of twen- 
ty or thirty Years of Age. But, Thirdly, if it 
were wrought by the Power of Imagination, then 
moſt probably theſe, that do moſt defire it, would 
ſooneſt have it; but the contrary is moſt manifeſt a- 
mong us, that there are ſeveral, -both Men and Wo- 
men, that have a great and moſt longing Deſire to 
have this Earneſt of the Vifit of the Holy Spirit, 
who yet, after divers Months, have nothing of it. 
But in the laſt place, to ſhew that there is nothing 
in this Objection of the Power of Imagination, and 
the Proneneſs of our human Body to Imitation; it 
z a moſt manifeſt Truth, that there are but a few; a 
very few, whoſe Agitations are like thoſe of any o- 
ther Perſons. Ido aſhrm it, that, in near two hun- 
dred that I know, who have the Agitations, I never 
ſaw above three Perſons, whoſe Agitations were re- 
rmbled by any others. The Difference is as oh- 
vious, both to the Eye and the Ear, as that of the 
Faces of Mankind are to the Eye. How the Power 
of Imagination ſhould over-rule one Perſon to imitate 
another, and yet not imitate him, in that very thing 
here in he is ſaid to be under the Power of his Ima- 
2ination, is what I muſt confeſs I cannot conceive. 
But if Men will not come among us, to ſee Matters 
of Fact, it's not juſt in them to deny our Affirma- 
tions of them. | 
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Another Objection againſt this Conveyance of the 
Spirit by Impoſition of Hands is, that theſe Apitz. 
tions may be allow'd to be involuntary, and even the 
Words that are ſpoken; and yet all may be from the 
Force of Imagination, as we (22 in thol2 that dream 
who, in their Dreams, do argue, make Spzeches, and 
have many things preſented to them, as Places that 
were never at, or Houſes or Perſons whom they 
never ſaw. And that by the ſame Power of Imagi. 
tion, thofe, whom we call Inſpir'd, may be agi. 
ted in their Limbs, and even in their Organs of 
Speech; i. e. be made to ſpeak Words they conceive 
not. Bnt in anſwer to this, I ſay, Firſr, That this 
15 alla Deluſion, becauſe Reaſon is aſleep ; the Man 
dreams he eats, but he wakes hungry; he dreams he 
fought, but finds he never ftruck a Stroke; he dreams 
He made a fine Speech, but finds he never open'd his 
Lips (for as for thoſe who ſpeak in their Sleep, it i 
bur a few confus'd Words that they fay, or rather 
not they, but a raving Imagination) and all this ſtil 
the Effect of Infirmity: For Perſons in the bef 
Conftitution of Health never dream at all ; he that 
dreams is but Semiſopitzs. But, Secondly, there 5, 
even in all this dreaming, nothing but a Compages of 
what” is in the Book of — Imagination, however mo. 
dity'd and put together like an ill Poem; that is, V. 
mano Capiti Cervicem equinam, and Undique collutis Ment 
bx. | 
But at the heft, ſuch Perfon can do all theſe migh- 
ty things, but out of what Stock he has alrea y witnin 
Aim ; he can go no further, for Nihil eft in Intefleth 
rad mn pris fuit in Senſu. But in this Caſe before u 
we fee and hear ſome illiterate Mechanicks, and 
Children, utter ſach things as, in their | natural 
State, they could have no Conception of, I ſpeak df 
Words. As to the more Adult, for even the meaneſt 
may have had ſuch an Education in Religion, or the 
Power of God working in their Hearts, ſo as to be 
able te .coneewe the inward Power of it; There 
wre, of ſuch, Iſpzak only as to the Words that » 
2 : | then 
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ten utter'd by them: but as to Children, can the 


Power of Imagination (which in them is yet but poor- 
ly ſtock d with Ideas) make them, pertinently, fur 
hours together, utter ſpiritual Matters in Bleſhngs 
and Warnings, of which they never yet had any 
Idea, in their natural State, nor have not? And co 
hear a Child, in a Bleſſing, ſay to a Perſon, 1 {np 
the Secrets of all Hearts, and I know thine ; why doſt th 
doubt ? Is not a doubting Faith a damning Faith? O as 
Faith of me, I give it 70 thoſe that ach. Pray for it there- 
fire wit bout ceaſing. For know, that if thou ſlucken thy 


Prayers, thou wilt be thine own Hindrance, and thou wilt ' 


fall when Temptation comet. O therefore, my Child, pray 
without ceaſing, Let me ſee thee often in Secret; for ſe- 
cret: Prayer is my Delight. I can deny nothing to ferveas 
Prayer, &c. Here is a Diſcourſe ſpoken, and not 
dream'd to have been ſpoken ; here are the Attti- 
butes of God ſet forth, and the Graces that he gives, 
propos'd to our Acqueſts ; and the Method of ob- 
taining, and an endearing Invitation in the Perfor of 
the Great God: and not any thing of all this is with- 
in the Capacity of the Child, when out of Ecitaly. 
If this can be done by Imagination, Faith is no lon- 
ger the Gift of God. But Men will find themſelves 


miſtaken, if they think that Imagination will be able . 


to raiſe them up to Heaven. 
The laſt Head that I have promis'd to ſpeak to, 'i5 
that of the Gift of Healing; and, as I am beſt jucg 
of what befals my ſelf, I ſhall give an Account of 
what I know and feel. 3 
At a Meeting that was in the Country, by Order, 
upon the ſeventh day of September laſt paſt, of fis ot 
the Inſpir'd, and four Writers; one of the hiſpir'd, 
being in Ecftaſy, came to every one of theather nine, 
ſucceſſively; and, under the Operation of the Spirit, 
ask'd them a ſolemn Queſtion, requiring their Mu- 
[wer to the ſame. When he came to me, laying his 
Hand upon my Shoulder; he ſaid, Wilt thou be ready 
'1 go when and where I jend theez quitting a repes A Ser- 
tlement, that thou mayſt find it in God alone ? I fhall put 
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Teſt upon every one of my Servants in their Implopment. 
During his ſpeaking thus to me, my Heart waz er 
ſtulating, as 4oſes- was for his Slownels of Speet 
Þ hs I; as not being able to anſwer or undertaꝶ 
any thing, by reaſon of the many bodily Infirmigy 
that I was afflicted with, that my Spirit was willing, jy 
the Fleſh was weak, He then continu'd, I exped þ 
more but a ready Will, I ſhall inable thy Body, and ein 
Abilitys to do whatever I command. This ready Mind 4 
thou promiſe for euer? Speak, Whereupon, being u 
Prayer, Ireply'd, O gracious God, I accept with all ty 
mility and Thankjulneſs this invitation into thy Service, 
A entirely quit and renounce the Shadows of the Comfort, i 
_this Life; 1 deſire no other than that Reſt that remains i 
the People of God : therefore I entirely dedicate my {elf f 
o wherever thou ſendeſt me; beſeeching thee to ſtrengtim 
me in my Soul, as hou promiſeſi to do in my Body, for Crit 
Jeſis ſake. To which it was anſwer'd me, Thou ſhut 
ſee Peace upon Iſrael, and the Canaan Reff,' and find 
great Share in it. J | 17 
And now that I may fhew the Signs and Wonders the 
the High God has wrought toward me, I ſhall give the 
World an Account of the miſerable State of Health 
in which I then was. ⁰ 17 
In the firſt place, I have, all my Life-time, been 
troubled with a moſt violent Headach, and which 
was occaſion'd by ſo many and little Occurrence, 
that as to ſome things I was under a conſtant Regina. 
If I fat up till Twelye at Night, I was as ſured 
paſſing the next Day, or the greateſt part of it, it 
Miſery (that is, in intenſe Pain, in Silence, and it 
Darkneſs) as L was of waking : Or if I ever ſup'd þ 
late as nine a Clock, or after; or if, even at my t. 
gular Supping-time, I took any thing but a little thin 
Broch or Water-Gruel. For which grievous Pain of 
i 76 Headach, I have found no Remedy, but the con. 
ant taking ef the Quirquina, or what we in Englij 
call the Jeſuit's Pouder, Of which Medicine, tl 
Benefit has been ſo great to me, that I bought it in tht 
Bark, by a Pound and two Pounds at a time, for 1 
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awn uſe: So that within the Compaſs of fifteen years 
(for ſo long have I taken it) I can reaſonably com- 
pute, from what quantity ; I have bonght, that L 
haye taken above a thouſand Doſes of it, wiz. Dra 
Sometimes I have taken two Drams, when the Pain ha 
been raging, almoſt to a Meagrim; and by a Mifſ- 
take I have taken five Drams and an half in a Doſe, 
without any manner of other Conſequence than the 
Removal of the Pain for which it was taken. This 
grievous and almoft continual Indiſpoſition of my 
Head, ſo broke my State of Health, as that I could 
not do with leſs than nine Hours Reft every Night. 
This my fad State as to my Headach, not only my 
Family, but many of my Acquaintance, Gentlemen 
in this City, can teſtiſy. My ſecond Indiſpoſition was 
that of every Winter, once or oftner, falling into an 
Hectick Fever, with violent continual Sweats; and 
this has attended me above twenty years, and was 
always the moſt terrifying to me, as that which, if 
not ſtopt ſoon by proper Medicines, would quickly 
melt down Life it ſelf; inſomuch that for about a 
dozen years paſt I haye:not been a day without a 
Mare giving Milk (having by the Advice of my 
Phyſician, at the beginning, and fince, by much Ex- 
perience, found it more agreeableto my Conſtitution 
than Aﬀes Milk.) My third Affliction was that of a 
Stone gathering in my Kidney for ſeveral years paſt, 
which being an hereditary Diſeaſe I patiently ſub- 
mitted to, tho the Pains thereof were, in the Fits of 
it, ſo ſharp and cruciating, as has coſt me many 2 
Tear. The laſt that L ſllall name was a Rupture, 
which befel me about four Years ſince, upon riding 
a great Journy in Wates, Of this Diftemper few 
can form a juſt Notion, but the Phyſician, or the 
Perſon that actually ſuffers it. It is caus'd by a Rent 
in the Kelp, thro which the Small Guts force into 
the Cavity of the ; and for which there is 
ſeldom anyCure for grown Perſons (thoChildren ſome- 
times outgrow it) or any tolerable Comfort, hut in 
the conſtant wearing a Truſs, well-bolfter'd,againft — 
Piace _ 
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where the Guts force out, wherever that be. 

And this was all that my Phyſician could adviſe me 
to do; and, till the uſe thereof, I was 'in''continyal 
Pain, except when lying upon my Back. I had di. 
vers other Ails, which I ſhall not inlarge upon to 
the Reader, the Rheumatiſm eſpecially. But ſuch 
was my Condition, that no ſooner, by Care, and Re. 
medys, and the Bleſſing of God, I got ſome Relief 
from the preſent Preſſures of one, but I was under 
the Pains of another, with little or no Intervals of 
Eaſe: But the Clouds returning after the Rain, — 
Velut imbre peracto, Nubila denſa novos redeunt minitantig 
Nimbos. This was my miſerable State of Health, 
when the aforeſaid Words were in a very ſolemn 
manner pronounc'd to me, under the Operation of 
the Spirit, on tbe ſeventh day of September laſt, 170). 
Now the Words not being an immediate Promiſe of 
eſent Relief, made no great Impreſſion upon my 
ind, no more than that Word of our Lord to the 
Len Lepers, Go, and ſbew your ſelves to the Prieſt, 
But in about three Weeks I took notice of it my ſelf, 
as a miraculous thing, that I was become another 
Man, as to my Health, in every reſp2t. I could 
not forbear declaring, it, even before I remembrel 
that Promiſe 3 which, no ſooner came into my Mind, 
but 1 manifeſtly found it was the Finger of Gol; 
and to him, with the tenth Leper, I return'd my 
Thanks and Praiſe, and do now, by proceeding to 
feclare what my State of Health has been from 
that Day, viz. Since that Day I have never once, now, 
in above fix Months, had occaſion to take my old 
Remedy for the Headach; nor have once felt any 
Pain relating to my Kidney; nor any Return of 
my Hettick, or of Rheumatick Pains; nor have 
ever had a Truſs on ſince that Day, that ſeventh 
Pay of September, on which it was accidentally off, 


for to he mende; but am throughout, bleſſed be 


Gol, in as perfet H-alch, as I believe any Man 
living, of my Age, and as never was before in all 
my Life. Ab this 1 enjoy, tho now I live out uf 
8114 Regimen, 
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Reginien, and like other Men; I ſet up reading fre- 
quently till two, ſometimes three a Clock in the 
Morning; I ſup at eleven at Night, or after, and 
upon any thing, even Fleſh-Meat, and that Hot or 
Cold, and with Beer, Ale or Wine; and yet do, 
after it, riſe every Morning freſh and well, after 
ye Hours, but frequently after wer Hours Reſt. 
dete Got!!! 'i 52 
And now Ieaſily conceive, that ſach as are not wil - 
ling ta admit of any thing of miraculous Operation, 
that-ſhall ſurpaſs Nature and Reaſon, will boy or. 
delude themfelves, with reſolvirrg this into the Power 
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rits, as they call it, upon good News, vx. the Pro- 
miſe of Health, which I had a firtn Faith in. Very 
dell; If then théir, or any one elſe his going to 
tell the ſame” Story to a miſerable. Wretch in an 
Hoſpital, will abt, with all the Motion they can put 
into his animal Spirits, reſtore his Limbs or other 
lufrmitys; it muſt be own'd to be the Power of God, 
nſcquent to that Faith which is alſo his own Gift. 
There have been thoſe who, in Hypocondriack 
Diſeaſes, have fancy'd themſelves fick of divers Dif- 
ſes, when in Truth they were not. But that a 
Man ſhould' fancy himſelf well in, Health, and free 
om Pains, whoſe Acuteneſs, in the Time of their 
its, makes him mourn and weep: This, if it be in 
de Power of Fancy to do, viz. to rectify all the Veſ- 
els, and all the Humours, of the Head and the Bo- 
ly, and the ſeveral Parts therein contain'd (the Diſ- 
ifettion of any one of which imbitters the whole, for 
mum eft ex integro-) and to give a new Tone to Nerves 
en almoſt flaceid'z! if this be in the Power of Fan- 
5 ® _ I defire never to be awaken'd out of that 
ac; 0; IL) 4 F - es 
| ſhall give the Reader one other Inſtance of 
aling, which was more obvious to the Eye. There 
as one Mr. PI, who lodg'd in the Under- 
wund Rooms of the New Square in Lincolns Inn, 
\umber 2. who is about ſeventy ſeven years of Age, 
7 I an 
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of Fancy, and the brisk Motion of the animal Spi- 
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2 . about . laſt, a Boil that roſe in the 
is Neck, and very Digi. 2 at length it broke, 
— die it was running, no N the Care 
todrels it but his Wife, by very ill Managery, it grey 
ſo. bad, ſpreading upward and toward each Ear 
that. when I ſaw it, it was as hig as a large Lurgip 
of five Inches Dames: and above two Inches high; 
all of dead Fleſh, black and livid; but having divers 
Orifices in it, out of .which Corruption was  Conti- 
nac Fong run and all fides of it, all around, very 
n a nd. ſhooting ſo inthe adjacent Parts, 
thac ks err get W or three Nights before 
we went to v. „He dsſir'd that Mr. L 
would hay Eat A ommand from God to come and 
heal 5; who, upon Prayer, was ſent thither. We 
were, ten Perſons who, accompany/d him thither, ups 
an. Saturday Night Vr 29. it WAS open d to al 
897 View. There —955 a. Chirurgion to ſee it, 
ho, as we , werg Bare e „ had ask d Ten Pound; 
0 91 it. The . been a,ſecond to cure it, 
would not undertake it under fix Months ; and 
1 Tic who would- not meddle with i. 
Ar ed, altho I have been fot fifteen Years pal 
much,conver ant in Cures of Soxes, yet I never ſay 
any. thing” Uke ther qweyer, as:1 "Raid before, afttt 
10 125 He 'd-to d our View, it was cover'd again; 
1 6 and an Inſpiration fron 
OM "he f "Tags Ales: which (viz. abolt 
How: and an; h Mr. Lay order d that the 
N l he wy again. , The Man declar'd þ 
from his burning and ſhooting 
Pain; and 11780 at the ſecond: view of it, it ſeemil 
to be amid about a fixth, part. Mr. Lacy: toll 
us. We might come 19 5 ſee it again in a Day or tw 
9 T3 ae Ne to ſee it; au 
1 A Jes ad loſt above -a third 
nay py 5 FT: Size, like a flat dry d 4 788 5 
Pe om 2 yond. Sea, bas. intirely free 
in. It was 8 5 at firſt, that nothing of! 
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dean Linen, or a Skin of a Bladder, or the like, 
that might lie cloſe, ſhould be put on; and ſo it went 
away; lo faſt, thatevery time it was dreſsd (which 


„ 


whatever was laid upon the Sore. And ſo in about a 


hack of one's hand; and is and has been ever fince 
perfectly well; of which the old Man is ſo ſenſible, 
tie upon all Occafions, he magnifies and bleſſes 
the Name of God. 10 A0 2 let 
could aſſign ſeveral others alſo; but this laſt 
having been ſo obvious to the. Senſes, I did preſume 
it would be an undeniable Inſtance. They that ſeem 
to cavilat Cures, for not being inſtantaneous, ſhew 
themſelves but little read either in the Old Tefta- 
ment or the New: in both, there can be Inſtances 
given of the like fort of Cures} but of that I pur- 
oſe to. ſpeak more fully under the Article of Mira- 
cles, and ſhall therefore omit it here. And now af- 
ter all that I have ſaid, I expect, from thoſe who 
will not believe, to hear the Burden of the old Song, 
4% this 's all among peur ſelves. And if we were Ten 
1 them that are not of us, the ſame 
ching might ftill be ſaid: To which alfo 1 ſhall' ſpeak 
n ertker in my ſecond Part. But if they that are not 
"I of us, I mean that ate not Believers in this Diſpen- 
ſation, will not come among us, to ſee and hear; how 
u can we help the want of fach Evidence as they re- 
quire I am ſure that there is no one Perſon, Man 
or Woman, that has receiv'd/- the hundredth Part of 
the Evidence that 1 have had, but is a Believer that 
this is the Work of God, and that he is coming to 
90 his great Work upon the Earth. I muſt confeſs 
indeed, as the great Goodneſs of God to me, that 
he hag given me more and greater Inſtances and De- 
monſtrations, that this is his Voice, than he has done 
to any Perſon hatſoe ver in this Nation; even not 
excepting the Inſpir'd themſelves. So that, let the 
Werld take it how they _ I muſt, for my _ 
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was three or four times a day) the ſaid dead Fleſh 
ame away in RN and Pieces; ſticking to 


Fortnight's time, it was as ſmooth and level as the 
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ſay wich the Apoſtle, We cannot but. ſpeak the thing 


which we have ſeen and heard. And having recgiyd 


from my worthy Friend, a Merchant in Holland, an 
Exttack of a Letter he has .reeciy'd. from Sileſia 3 f 
ſhall cloſe this ſhoxt Diſcourſe, with acquaintigg the 
Reader with the Contents thereof. I had ſeen the 
Matters, therein relatad, publiſn di in the Dutch Gas 
zette, ſome time ſince ; but that being what, I cquld 
not ſo well rely upon, I forbore giving it to the Pub. 
lick; till I had this authentick Acesunt, which here 
follows, of the Work of the Almighty, r iſing up and 
going on, in {a Nation very far from us, and 11 2 
very diffetent Manner. 
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Extract of an, Account reeiud out of Si 
ella, concerning the Chilaren i hat o d 


ON 
AGE DIO $4.1 12 6 2b; WEE $f 1 5161 5 3. 4, 300 ut 
A Lmoſt-all the Children in the nether Sileſia, in 


at this Practice; others rage againſt it, and] very 
few of them are pleas'd to ſee it. 
In Lignitz there are above 300 Children, who, 
ſeven a Clock in the Morning, at twelve at Noon, 
and Afternoon again; at four à Clock, do conſtantiſ 
aſſemble themſelves; where they ſing three Hymns 


pray one of the Plalms, and read a Chapter out, & 
the Bible. Je elne 61.6 
l e ee : wor 21 2 11:98 
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The Devotion they ſhew is extraordinary: inſo- 
nuch that the whole. time that they are thus met 
wgethery not ane of them does ſd much as unnd 

Ado ue. mon CC Nc an 51 
fir. Shindler, a Miniſter in Lignitz, who exclaims 
zins this: Workab a Deſign of the Pietiſts or Qua- 
lers nay as an Hentheniſh Thing, has prevaiłd fo 
fr, that the Children are no more ſuffer'd to go 
out of the City,1te: their Devotions:: So that-now 
they meet openly, in the publick Market · place of | the 
City, and do there perform their Prayers. 

For which, divers of them have ſuffer'd ſevere 
Chaſtiſements of their own Parents, but that deters 
them. not: Sa that they are ſometimes ſhut up, yeb 
chat does not hinder them; for they climb out at the 
Windows, and lea p down into the Streets, and creep 
thro the Holes of the Stoves, to get ut. 

Thus nor the Threats of the Magiftrates, nor the 
Chaſtiſements of their Parents, not any other means 
by them us'd, nor the furious Cenſure of the Clergy, 
can divert them, in the leaſt, from purſuing their 
devout Exerciſes. | 

God muſt certainly deſign ſomething extraordina- 
ry and great, by this thing; it ſecms to me (as the 
Prophet Zachary ſays, Zach. XIV. 7.) That at the Even- 
ing-Time it becomes 225 What is very remarkable 
in this thing is, that While we are here in Sileſia, all 
rejoicing at the Reſtoration of his Churches; God 
calls theſe Children to worſhip him in the Wilder- 
nels, where the Church is not yet gather'd. | 

It happen'd once when theſe Children were aſſem- 
bled, that 15 or 20 Troopers came riding upon them, 
with full ſpeed, when they were at their Devotions 3 
as if they would ride over them. At which they 
were, not only, not at all moy'd or diſturb'd in their 
Devotions, but alſo not one of them did ſo much as 
lift up an Eye to look at them. | 

I have ſpoken with ſeveral ropgh-hewn Officers 
and Troopers, who had been Eye and Ear-Witneſſes; 


vo affur d me, that it was almoſt impoſſible for * 
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Mani ta behaldothe Devotion of | theſe Childs 

withaut ſhedding many Tears. The fame thing 

w'd by the inhabitants of Lignitæ, and the ms 

rude of the Country- People from their own Ex 
5 1 8 | * 1 | 


Mbeſe Children being examin'd about theſe Mey 
ig of : theirs, gave for Anſwer, That they did me 
by: the Inſpiration of God. And in1-ed it canm 
hut be ſo, becauſe it ſeems à Work that exceeds" g 
the Power of Man, to aſfemlle, at the ſame time 
all the Children almoſt of a whole Country, fron 
al-Fowns and Villages thus to-worſhip God. 
22 — of - -+- + 2 po inging this Song 
Time of the Appearance of the Son of God, the ſee 
Fare; i certainly as band. And then one 5+ 
up, and ſaid, Since you will convert from 501 
evil Ways, God will be merciful unto you 5 and then he 
aphid the reſt ſrom their Sins. 2 

tali ſaid their Numbers do increafe daily. 
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